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PREFACE.

———
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No excuse will be looked fur aa a'.'prafutary or other fe-
companiment to this little volume, and certainly none will
be offered. To say that it fills, or is deslgned to fll, the
traditional “loug-felt want’ would be to fairly.state the
case in part; for that there is need, and much need of &
political Instructor fn Utah—one whose words will be those
of simplicity nnd whose conclusions will &t lenst appreach
& settlement, of the propositions discussed, will scarcely be
denied. -

Perhaps more noticeably in Utah than elsewhere, the
people are confronted with an altogether new era—one
greatly at variance with all of those preceding it. Formerly
the people here hed but little use for politics, because the
situation was such that none were* required; it was simply
a question of the supremaocy of those holding to a certain
ecclesinatieal view, or of those opposed to or at least not in
consobance with such view. Aseverything and all organt-
zations must, for the sake of convenience, have A name, the
former of these was called the "People’s party" and the
latter the “Liberal party,” but ag e matter of fact they were
not parties, 1o the atrliet meaning of the term, if at all—as
herein suggested, they were jusl disputants over a soeial prob-
lem. Thisatate of affairs, as the overwhelming majority in
Utah now believe, ia with and of the past, and political
controversialism ae it exlste elsewhere has taken its place.
The Liberal party, notwithstanding, so far refoses to join in

*Tf [t {5 anFwhere JustiAable {0 sperk of polities in the plaml num-
ber, 1t onght to be hare whara thls work fs produged. Withina vear or
5o wo have had o the Aeld the Demooratie, Repobliesn, Liberal, ultlzens®
and Independent Workingmen's partles. From one sxtrems to the othar,
trulyl
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the new moveinent, claiming that the hand of the ecole-
winatical aathoritles la still visible in the manipulation of
the loeal governmental machinery; but with this exception
we are Demmocrats and Republicans here 8 elsewhere.

The chapge came ol at once when it did come, and it
is 1ot straloing at & polot to say that to a great many of the
pevple 1t came somewhat *like a thief in the night{" that
in, they were not altogether prepared for it, and yet It did
not conie & moment (oo sson, There had been nothing in
their pust experience, except by reading and talking, to pre-
pare them for the “new deal;"” in short, they found them-
selves with thelr former aod all-along political anchorage
gone, and that which suppinnted it coming ss an untried
fuantity—welcome, of eourse, se all other strangers are
wilhin their gates, but stlll practically unknown, Under
the olrvumetances, [ think they bave done very well for a
beginning, and sre quite excusable for not being skilled
politiolane at the outest, Tt is with the hope of paving
them some llitle lubor 1n the way of research, of providing
them with s ready reference as il were, that this volume
s bean brought fortdy,

The study of politlcs 1 a8 commendable as that of any
other subject affecting our temporal welfare. I know that
It the minds of & great many the word “politiclan” s
olimaly and perheps Inseparably assccisted with *'rascal,’
Whpnva," Ysohemer,” and 8o on.  This I8 because hers and
there o rwcal who miakes politics hle business is nnmasked,
and. beonuse [t s an ccoupatlon whieh admits of a good
ol of underhended work, The same thing in & lesser de-
wrew, porbings, moy be sald of sny profession and many of
the trdew,  The fact is, a man can be as honest, upright
wnd patelotle 1o the fleld of polltics as In eny other fleld,
and the gront majority of those who attaln to eminence in
{t wret g heroln desorlbed, popular prejudice to the contrary
wolwithatandlng. It 38 a calling which depends more
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inrgely upon humen understanding and eclvilized methods
than sny-other, the law alone—whieh it resembles in some
respecta—excepted.

We have it on no less sn authority than Emerson that—

Parties are fonnded oo Inetincte shat appeir better guidey to thelr
own humble alma than the sageolty of thelr leaders, They have aothlog
perverse In thelr orlgin, but rodely mark some ronl and Instiog reletimn.
Wo might s wisely reprove the east wind or the froat a2 & political pany
whose members, for the mnoat part, conld glve no aegoont of their posl-
tion, but stand for the defense of thoee lotersuts in which they flnd
themeelves. Ourquarre]l beglns with them wheo they quit chis deep
natural groand at the bldding of sorne leader and, obeylug personal con-
slderations, throw themselves luto the malntenaice and defense of
polats nowiee belonglog to Lthelr syatém, A party ie perpetoally oor-
ropisd by personality. Whilst we sbeclve the assoolation from dishon-
eaty, we cannot extend thay sume charliy 1o thelr leaders, They reap the
rewards of the decllity and zeal o1 the messes 0w whith they trade.
Crdloardly, our parilea are partles of clrenmetanees, and not of prin-
ciple; us, the planting Intereet 1s {p ooofiel with the commercial; the
party of gapitalistes, with thet of opecatives; partles whiob are Idettioal
im meral character and which can esslly ehaonge ground, with each
other o the support of many of thalr morsliTes.

As tn most other cases, 1t 18 the abuse, not the use, of
politics that js diereputable. 1ts use leads to a better under-
standing of the functions of government and the cltizen's
relation thereta, of the powers and limitations of makers,
administrators and expounders of law, and conseguently
enlarges the view of his own duties and prerogatives, It ls
not statlng it too strongly to say that no man can be & per-
fect citizen without 4 kuowdedge of at least the rudiments
of the political structure to which be contributes support.
He need net make it his constant study by day nor hie un-
failing dream by night, need oot of necesslty make it a bus-
ness or even permit it to turn his miod from that which is
his business, his dependence for support or prosperity; but |
he can and should be thoronghly *posated,”" shoald know the
right and the wrong of all palltical things directly or inei-
dentally affectlng him or those dependiog upon him.
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I tuke pleasure In bearlng testitmony to the fact that the
people of Ctah, as a rule, learn well what they learn at all,
They do not crose a stream till they arrive at It, but are not
addicted to tarryiog long on {ts banks  This means that
our political status will not hereafter be weak, fanlty or in-
efficient, Those among us who have the ability to '‘com-
mand the applause of listening senntes "' are neither few nor
far between, Bome of these are well developed and others
are coming on. The physioal and economic bistory of our
Territory is conspicuous among current subjecta of surpas-
ging intereat, and it is a fair glediction that its political fo-
ture will alao stand out as brightly and conspicucualy as that
of any eommonweslth anywhere, So mote it be,

In preparing this volume, pereonal predilections (I am
a Demoerat) have been set selde snd the information and
comments hereln contained placed upon a strictly non-
partisan basis. It is deslgned to be as useful to Republicana
a8 to those of my inelining, abd to the independents, or those
whose preferences bive not yet matured, as to any others.
Everything is condensed ne much uas posslble and in every
case is, T believe, entirely accurate,

With so much by way of introduetion of the book, I
confldently * pags It along.™

Respectfully,
5. A, KENNER.



CHAPTER L
THE NATIONAL AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT.

The United States is a Federal Republic, that is,
a codntry in which the will of the people is the su-
preme law and every part is an integral portion of the
whole.

Blackstone, in his Commentaries, impresses it
upon the student of law as cne of his first duties to
cherish an affectionate loyalty to the sovereign;
adapted to our land, this means an inextinguishable
preference for the system of government above out-
lined, and unconditional fealty to the Government
itself. The politician’s education and practices would
be seriously defective if not actually bad did they not
rest soundly upon the foundation named; above and
beyond all preference for the methods by which our
national affairs are or may be admimstered, should
securely exist an impregnable and undying regard for
the Nation itself. In other words, the politician should
be subsidiary to the patriot. Partisan differences thus
resolve themselves inte their proper shape—codflict-
ing means to gain & common end.

At the head of our Republic are:

1—The Fresident, through whom (constructively)



