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PREFACE.

WE are living in a time of religious ferment.
What shsil we do? Attempt to keep the new
wine in the old bottlea? That can only end in
destroying the bottles and spilling the wine.
Attempt to stop the fermentation? Impossible!
And if possible, the only result would be to
spoil the wine. No! Put the new wine into
new bottles, that both may be preserved. Spir
itnal experience is always new. It must there-
fore find & mew expression in each age. This
book is an attempt to restate the eternal yet
ever new truths of the religious life in the terms
of modern philesophic thought.

The teachers in the modern church may be
divided into three parties: one is endeavoring
to defend the faith of the fathers and the forms .
in which that faith was expressed ; one repudi-
ates both the faith and the forms; ome holds
fast to the faith, but endeavors to restate it in
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iv FPREFACE,
modern hsbits of thought. To confound the
second and third of these parties, because they
agree in discarding ancient formularies, is &
natural but a very radical blunder. The New
Theology does not tend toward unfaith; it is,
on the contrary, an endeavor to maintain faith
by expressing it in terms which are more intel-
ligible and credible. I hope that the reader of
these pages will discover that I have not aban-
doned the historic faith of Christendom to be-
come an evolutionist, but have endeavored to
show that the historic faith of Christendom,
when stated in the terms of am evolutionary
philosophy, is not only preserved, but is so
cleansed of pagan thought and feeling, as to
be presented in a purer and more powerful
form.

Mr. Drummond has contended, not that there
is an analogy between natural and spiritusl laws,
but that the natural and the spiritual belong
to one kingdom, so that the natural laws are
projected into the spiritual world. It is my en-
deavor in this volume, in like manner, not to
trace an analogy between evolution in the phy-
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PREFACK. L
sical realm, and progress in the spiritual realm,
but to show that the law of progress is the same
in both. In the spiritual, as in the physical,
God is the seeret and source of life ; phenomens,
whether material or spiritual, are the manifesta-
tion of his presence ; but he manifests himself
in growth, not in stereotyped and stationary
forms ; and this growth is from lower to higher, -
from simpler to more complex forms, accord-
ing to well defined and invariable laws, and
by a force resident in the growing object itself.
That unknown foree i3 God — God in nature,
God in the church, (God in society, and God in
the individual soul. The only cognizable dif-
ference between evolution in the physical and
evolution in the spiritual realms is that nature
cannot shut God out, nor hinder his working,
nor disregard the laws of its own life; but man
can and does, These principles constitute, to
borrow a musieal phrase, the motif of this book.

The chapters which constitute the book were
originally delivered, extemporaneously, as lec-
tures before the Lowell Institute of Boston.
Adfter their delivery their publication was called
for. They had not been reported in full, and
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compliance with the reqnest for their publication
neceasitated writing them. In some instances
eriticism showed that I had failed to make my
mesaning clear, In such cases I have modified
my original statements. But this has been done
only for the purpose of avoiding misapprehen-
gion, not becanse in any case I have thought
it pruden to modify the opinions expressed. I
have not hesitated to incorporate in the book, as
in the lsetures, the substance, and in some cases
the phraseology, of previons periodical publi-
cations ; chapter fourth is to a considerable
extent such a modification of matter previously
printed.

To some readers the ehapter on the Evolution
of the Bible, and that on the Evolution of the
Soul, may seem to surrender vital and essential
articles of Christian faith. I hope to others
thoy will make all that is vital in the faith of
the church eoncerning justification, sin, and
* redemption more rational and credible. My
sim has been, not to destroy, but to reconstruct.

LYMAN ABBOTT.

Beooxvyw, N. Y., May, 1802,




Ve

/U“ ;"’f .
v

‘ CONTENTS.

—_—_

-

CHAFTER
I. Evorrrow inp Rxriarom . . . i e

II. Tee Evoromox or Tee Bimtx . .
OL. Tax Evorvriow or TEHROLOGTY ! Tnm'!‘n-

OLOGY

WT“EFOW‘IIGIDI‘TMDG‘[ TEIH"TII*
OLOGY . . e e s

T"I'nllvommormﬂm .. . 188
¥1. Tae Evoirmon or Camisraw Socerr . . 178
VIL Tses Evorvrion oF TEE SoUL . . . .
VIIL TEE Sxcexr or Semmoan Evoromom . .

X Comcromon: Tee CowsmamaTion or SPIRITUAL

sas_i

¥ 3






