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PREFACE.

The Statutes of the United Siates relating to Mines, Mining
and Mineral Lands, are now embraced in the Revised Statutes
of the United States, and mich subsequent legislation as may
have been had since the first day of December, 1873.

Thers iz 8 desire among those interested in the pursumit of
mining enterprizes to possess & work, in compaet form, giving a
history of all mining legislation, We have endeavored in this i
little volume to comply with that work. Our arrangement has
been to give the law as embraced in the Bevised Statutes of the
United States, with such subsequent logislation having any ref-
erence to the subject, and all general laws pazsed prior to the
adoption of the Statutes, in chronological arrangement. Also,
all laws on the same subjeet passed by the Legislatures of the
States of Californin and Nevada, together with all Mining Forma
oW in use.



REVISED STATUTES

oF TRE

UNITED STATES

MINING AND MINERAL LANDS.

Bec. 910, Mining Titla,

No possessory action between persons, in any conré of
the United Biates, for the recovery of any mining titls, or
for dumages to any such title, shall be affected by the fact
that the paramount title to the land in whieh such mines
lio is in the United States; but each case ahsll be adjudged
by the law of possession.

A fea of five dollara for filing and acting npon each spplica-
tion for patent or adverse claim filed for mineral lands, to be
psid by the respective parties.

Bec. 2258. Lands not subject to Pra.amption,

Tha following clusses of lands, unless otherwise speciully
provided for by law, shall not be subjeet to the rights of pro-
emption, to wit:

1. Lands incladed in any reservation by any treaty, law,
or proclamation of the President, for any purposs.

2. Lands ineloded within the limits of any incorporated
town, or selected as the site of a city or town.

&, Lands actually settled and occupied for purposes of
trade and business, and not for agriculture.

4, Lands on which are situated any known salines or
mines.

Bec. 2318, Mineral Lands Reserved.

In all eases, lands valuabla for minerals shall be reserved
from sale, except as otherwise expressly directed by law.
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B9a.+3319 - Minsfal TieAds open to Purchase by Citizens.

vz o SATE ¥ndaable mineral deposits in lands belonging to the

' I+~ Uhited States, both snrveyed and unsurveyed, are hereby

0
-
.

declared to be free and open to exploration and purclase,
and the lands in which they are found to oceumpation and
Eurelmse, by citizens of the United States and those who

ave declared their intention to become such, nnder regula-
tions prescribed by law, and according to the Jocal customs
or rolea of miners, in the several mining distriets, so for as
thie samo are applicable and not inconsistent with the laws
of the United States..

Sec. 1, Act May 10, 1872,

Beac. 2320, Length of Mining Claims nponr Veins or Lodes,
Mining claime upon veins or lodes of quartz or other -
rock in place bearing gold, silver, cinnabar, lead, tin, cop-
r, or other valuable depesits, heretofore Jocated, shall
e governcd as to length along the vein or lode by the cus-
toms, regulations, and laws in force at the daie of their
location. A mining claim loeated after the tenth of May,
eighteen hundred and seventy-two, whether located” by one
or more persons, may cqual, but shall not exeeed, one thou-
eand five hundred fest in length along the vein or lode; but
no loention of & mining claim shall be made until the dis-
covery of the vein or lode within the limits of the claim
loeated. No elaim shall expend more thau ihres hundred
foet ou each side of the middle of the vein at the surface,
nor shall any cluim be limited by any mining regulation to
less than twenty-five fect on cach side of the middle of
the vein at the smface, except where adverse rights existing
on the tenth day of May, BigE'!BBB bundred apd seveuty-two,
ronder such limitation wecessary. The end-lines of cach
claim shall be parallel to each nzer.
Heo. 9, Act May 10, 1872, ;

. Bec, 2371, Proof of Citlaanship,

FProof of citizonship, under this chapter, may consist, in
the ease of an individual, of his own affidavit thereof; in the
cage of an association of persous unincorporated, of the affi-
duvit of their authorized agent, made on his own knowledge,
or upon information and belief; and in the case of a corpo-
ration organized under the lawe of the United States, or of
any Btate or Territory thereof, by the filing of a eertified
copy of their charter or certifiento of ingorporation.

Tuken from latter past of Sec, 7, Act May 10, 1872, .

Bao, 2322, Looator's Rights of Possession and Enjoyment.

The locators of all mining locations heretofore made,
or whieh ghall hereafter be made, on any mineral vein,



Mimves anp MmveRar LaNps. 11

lode, or ledge, situsted on the public domain, their
heirs and aspigns, where no adverse claim exists on the
tenth day of May, eighteen hundred and seventy-iwo, so
long as they eomply with the laws of the United Stales,
apd with Btate, ‘E‘errit.orisl and loeal regulations not in
conflict with the luws of the United Stutes governing their
possessory title, shall have the exclusive right of posses-
sion and enjoyment of all the surface included within the
lines of their locations, and of all veins, lodes, and ledges
throughout their entire depth, the top or apex of which
lies inside such surfsce-lines extended downward verti-
cally, although such veins, lodes, or ledges may so far
depart from s perpendicular in their course downward as
to extend ontside the vertical wide-lines of such surface
locations. But their right of possession to such outside
parts of anch veins or ledges shall bo confined to such por-
tions thorcof as lis between vertical planes drawn downward
as nbove described, through the end-lines of their locations,
so0 continued in their own direction that such planes will
intersect sueh exterior parts of such veins or ledges. 4nd
nothing in this section shall anthorize the locator or pos-
sessur of a vein or lode whiek extends in its downward
eourse beyond the vertieal lines of hLis claim to enter upon
the surfuce of a claim owned or possessed by another.
Bac. 3, Act May 10, 1872,

Bec. 2323. Owners of Tunuels, Rights of.

Where o tunncl is run for the dovelopment of & vain or
lode, or for the discovery of mines, the owners of snch tunnel
ghall have the right of possession of all veins or lodes within
three thousand feet from the fuce of such tunnel on the line
thereof, not previonsly known to exist, discovered in such
tauuel, to the same estent as if discovered from the sor-
face; and lecastions on the line of such tuonel of veins or
ledes not appearing on the surface, made by other parties
after the commencoment of the tunnel, and while the same
is being prosecuted with ressonable diligence, shall be in-
valid; bat failure to prosecute the work on the tunnel for
gix months shall ba considered as an abandonment of the
right to all nudiscovered veins on the line of such tunnel.

Bee, 4, Ael May 10, 1872,

Beo. 2324, Regulations made by Minars,

The miners of each mining district may make regulations
not in confliet with the laws of the United Btates, or with the
laws of the Btate or Territory in which the district is situsted,
governing the loeation, manner of recording, amount of work
necessary to hold possession of a mining claim, aubject to
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the following requirements: The location must be distinetly
marked on the ground so that its boundaries can be readily
traced. All records of mining cluims Lereafter made shail
contain the name or names of the locators, the date of the
location, and such a description of the claim or cluims lo-
eated by reference to some puatursl object or permanent
monnment a3 will identify the claim. On each claim lo-
cuted after the tenth day of May, eighteen hundred and
seventy-two, and until a patent has been issued therefor,
not less than one hundred dollare’ worth of labor shall be
performed or improvements made doring each year. On
all elnimsg Imﬂ.tﬁdppriar to the tenth of M% , eighteen haon-
dred and seventy-two, ten dollars’ worth of labor shall be
performed or improvements made by the tenth day of Juns,
eighteen hondred snd sevewty-four, and each year there-
after, for each one hundred feet in length along the vein,
until a patent has been issued therefor; but where such
elaims are held in eommon, soch expenditnre may be made
upon any oné clum; and upon ax?ai]nrei to comply with
these conditions, the claim or mine npon which such failure
occurrad shall be open to re-location in the same manner as
if no loeation of the samo had ever been made, provided
that the oviginal locators, their heirs, assigns, or legal repre-
sentatives, have not resumed work apon the elaim after fail-
are nnd befors such location. TUpon the failure of any one of
saveral co-owners to contribute hie proportion of the expen-
ditares required hereby, the ¢o-owners who have performed
the labor or made the improvements, may, at the iration
of the year, give such delinguent co-owner personal notice
in writing, or nolice by pub?i{:ation‘ in the newspaper pub-
lished nearest the claim, for at least onece a week for ninety
days, and if, at the expiration of ninety days after auch no-
tice in writing or by publication, such delinquent should
fail or rofuse to contribute lis proportion of the expenditurs
required by this sechion, lis interest in the claim shall be-
eoms the property of his co-owners who have mads the re-
quired expenditures. '
Bea. 5, Act May 10, 1872,

This section was further smended by the following Aot:

An Act to pmend section 2324 of the Bevised Bistutes, relating to the davel-

epwent of the mining resourees of the United Stntes. (Approved Feb-
roery 11, 1876,)

Be it enacted, efo., That gection two thousand three hun-
dred and twenty-four of the Revised Btatutes be, and is
hereby, amended e that where & person or company has or
may run & tunnel for the purposes of developing a lode or
lodeés, owned by said person or compsny, the money 8o ex-



