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An ACCOUNT of theRife
and Eftablifhment of the
INFIRM&RY', or Hosritar for

Sicx-Poor, erected at Edin-
burgh.

MON G the many Objets of Cha-
rity that daily prefent themfelves ro
our View, there have been none fo
entirely deftitnre hicherto of Relief
from any publick Infficution jn

@ this Country, as the Poor when
attacked with Difeafes, or difabled by A ccidents ;
for tho’ the Royal College of Pliyficians acr Edin-
burgh, have for many chpnﬂ attended 1 their

Turns twice a Week at their Hall, to give Advice

to the Poor gratis, yet they very often have had the

Mortification to fee their Advice and Medicines

prove unfuccefsful, by tlm'::l"L Patients not having (;uz
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(a2 ).
Care taken of them, and by their Want of
Dict and Lodging. o prope

To fupply thele Defe&s, fome Gentlemen .in the
Year 1711, caufed print and difperfe a Pamphler,
{ecting forch the grear -Neceflity and Advantages of
a Hofpital for maintaining and curing fick ’
and containing Propofals for raifing a Fund for fuch
a Hofpital, In this they endeavoured to fhow, that
as Men and Chriftians we have the firongeft Induce-
ments, and even Obligations to this Sort of Chari-
ty, asitis warmly recommended and injoyned in the
&50fpel as one of the greateft Chriftian Duties: Thaz
Humanity and Compaffion naturally prompt us to
relieve our Fellow-Creatures when in {uch -
ble Circumllances as many are reduced to, Naked,
Statving, in the ourmoft Diftrels from Pain and
Trouble of Body and Anguifh of Soul : That as the
Relief of thele miferable Qbjeéts is a Duty, fo it is
0o lefs Advantage to 2 Nation, for as many as are
recovered in an Jufirmary, are fo many working
Hands gained to the Coontry : Thar Students
Phyfick and Surgery might hereby have rather a
better and cafier Opportunity of E:pcrn:m:, than
they have hitherto had by {tudying abroad, where
fiuch Hofpirals arc, at a great Charge to thembelves,
and a yearly Lofs to the Nation : And as a Proof
of the whole, they appealed to the good Effe@s of
the Infirmaries in all other civilized Nations.

Tho’ thefe and E?:t’? other Mmth:::u at
largs reafloned on by thefe Gentlemen, yet a
peared at chat Timbzlu litele hobnbiii:y of &m£
that they dropped the Profecution of their Scheme.

Notwithltanding of this Difcouragemens which
the firft ProjeGtors of an Infirmary had met with,
in the Year 1715, when the Copartmersof the Fith-
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Company wete sbout to diffolve themfelves,and to di-
videtheRemainder of| thenﬁnock,rhc?;n;?h ofPhyfici-

ans thought it 8 properOpportuni to
cure Pﬂtufd:kPNMmy from gu: % ﬁ
wards founding & Holpital for fick Poor at Edin-
b, and for thatEnd,caufed draw up aForm of an
&.:Egmtim, which theSubferibers made over their
Share in che Stock to Dawvid Spewce Secrerg-
ry to the Bank of Scorland for the Purpofe above-
mentioned : But that the good Defign might be
better and more {peedily brought about, and other
charitable Perfons, who had no Shares in the Fithery
Company, might have an Opportunity to contribute,
the College caufed allo prepare a Form of a Bond,
by which the Sublcribers obliged themfelves to pay
the Sums annexed to their Names, to Mr. Spewce
for the fame Purpofe. Both thefe Papers contained
g Claufe declaring the Ob!leﬁons null, if, before
a Day fpecified, the Sum of L. 2000 Serl. was not
made up among all the Sublcriptions ; this being
fadged the leall Sam, on which the Exétion, of a3

In could be {et abont.

&T‘«:rcnp&:softhcf:mﬁpmb:ing writ out
o Paper, and moft of the Gentlemen of the
Royal Colicge having fubfcribed one or other of
them, they were delivered to fuch of their Mem-
i . Slipinn, i hk mii by el
the Ir ion of Surgeons mdnth:rbrdmtiu'-
ble People, did obtain Subfcriprions for I'um:thinﬁ
more than L. 2000 Ster). before the Day fch'

for the Obligations becoming void ; which the
lege of Phyficians caufed intimate, by an Advertile-
mh:hp&lﬂN:TPm mMuhlb:ﬂJg:,
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defiting them to pay in tbnir*Conuibutiom to Da-
w, who, as is mentioned already, had con-
{; to allow his Name to be inferted in the Sub-
feription Papers, and had genevoufly undertaken the
Trouble of recciving the Payments, and giving Re-
ceipts of them ; after having given Security to the
College of Phyficians, to be accountable for the Mo-
ney received.

ﬁq? ﬁ!:hﬁmc Adpertifement, the College of Ph:;

ians, for a further Encouragement to this pious a
neceflary Defign, obliged themfelves, that one or
more of theic Number, thould, withoutany Profpedt
of Reward,Fee orSallary,attend theHofpital faichfully.

Since however the Interet of the Sums fubfcrib-
ed for, could not maintsin near fuch a Number of
Patienzs, as the Circumftances of the Country re-
quited, more Subfcriptions were {till (ollicited for
and procured, till Mr. Spence, having acquainted
them, that there was good Grounds to expe&t sn
increafing Stock, and thar it wou'd foon bein a2
Condition to begin the good Work, they refolved
to divelt themfelves of the Mana and there-
fore In February 1728, called 2 General Meeting of
the Contributers and Donors, to whom an Account
was given of all the Steps hitherro taken, and of the
prefent Situation of their Affairs,

At that Meeting there were twelve Gentlemen
wamed as 8 Committee to carry on the Sublcriptions,
to call in the Moncy fubfcribed for, and to preparc
a Plan for Erc&ion of the Infirmary.

Among other Means of increafing the Stock, it
was propofed to petition the vencrable Affembly of
this Church for a voluntary Contribution in all the

Parithes of the Ki which was ted in
Name of the Roym& Phyﬁ:iﬂnmﬁnmu;
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ged by them, the Hofpital having as yet no fettkd
Government. The Defire of the Petition was frank-
ly granted, and the Contribution was pathetically
recommended by the vencrable Affembly in their A&
dated 11th May 1728, and ordered to be tran{mic-
ted to the Minilters of the feveral Parifhes, which
was afterwards done,

Some of the Minifters have complied with the
A& and Recommendation ; bur it is to be regretred,
that the far greater Part have neglecied tomake their
Collefiions, or at leaft have not yer tranfmitted the
M collected to Mr. Spence, as will a
the Lilt of Donots hereto annexed, ppess by

Wirh the fame charitable Zeal, the Reverend E-
pifcopal Clergy in Edi , have affifted in
moting thisgood Work by Collections at their Meet-
ing-houfcs,

The only Socicty, befjdes thefe mentioned, which
as fuch, have helped to increafe the Fund of the
Holpital, arethe Honourable the Ladics of the Af-
fembly at BEdinburgh, who have already given the
Money arifing from two Mectings, appointed for the
Benefit of the Infirmary.

In the mean time the Committec want on in per-
forming the Charge intrufted ro them, and having
brought the Stock to fuch a Condition, as they
were of QOpinion the Ereftion of the
might be upon in December 1728, they cal-
Jed another Crencral Mecting of Doners, who, confi-
dering the Report of the mittee, ovdered the
Erctiuon of the Infirmary to be fet about and car-
ried on with all convenient Difpatch by Twenty two
of thejr Number, who were appointed M
till a Scheme of Mapagement [hau]dh:d.igﬁl
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Thefe Gentlemen took from the Trealurer to the
Univerfity of Edinburgh, with Confent of the Town-
Council, & Leafe for 19 Years of a Houfe of 2 fmall
Rent near the College, which was made more agree-
ablc and convenient, by the Profeffors of Medicine

Liberty to the Patients to walk in a Gar-
immediately adjacent.

The Managers ordered this Houfe to be fitted up
for an Infirmary, and neceffary Fumiture to be

and while thefe were ing, they a-
with a Gentlewoman to be or Houfe-
keeper, snd allowed her to hire 2 Servant or Nurfe
for the Patients, both (befides having reafonable
Wages) to be entertrined in the Infirmary,
only Difficulty remaining was, how the In-
firmary fhould be proyided with Surgeons and Me-
dicines, which was removed by a very generous Of-
fer made, and fubfcribed by fix Cb.er -Apo-
thecaries of Edinburgh, viz, Mw MGill,
Prancis George Cuni . Robert Hope,
‘ﬂmudim é'gw Ikugni‘v, to nrttndmt'{:e
Hofpital duly in their Tums without any Reward
ot Sallary, to difpenfe the Medicines prefcribed
the ians faithfully from theit own Shops, ca
in the Courle of his Attendance gratis; to give their
Advice and Affiftance jointly inextraordinary Cales,
mutually to fupply each others Abfence in cafe of
neceflary Avocations, and mgrmnll to perform all
the Duties of Surgeons ﬂpo(itwiﬁ to the
Infirmary.

As foon as the Infirmary was fitted up and fur-
nithed, the Committee agreed on Rules for Manage-
ment of the Revenue and  Houfe, and for admitting
and difmiffing Patients, which arc comprehended a-
mong thefe that were confirmed by the GeneralMect-

ing
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ing of Donors, and by the Mansgers, and
ﬂ%hﬂtﬂftﬂ&tdom e

next gave Notice, by Advertiements in the
News- that on the 6th Augef 1729, the
Hofpital would be and ready to receive fick
Poor, the Numbet of whom to be reccived in the Be-
ginning they had determined fhould be bue
till they thould fee what the Charges of the Oecono-
my would amount to, and how the Interclt of the
Moncy lent would anfwer, leaft they fhould, by vak-
g in toomeny, expend more than the -
and be obliged to incroach on the capital Stock,
whichduyrﬂulwdutno.;l;rcmdo,mﬂeﬁ
the iring ithing the H
b G gl it
them under 2 N of fome fmall Advance of
Money, whichh:ihmld rcc:fomdns l])ebtu;s:
refounded to the Capital out of the fucceeding Y
Annualrents.

That all charitable Petfons might have Occafion
to throw in their Mitc to the i Houfe, a
Box with two Locks, having s Hole in the Top,
is fet upin the Paffage to the Patients
wherein may be put what any will not incline to give
e good Work beng ous begun, the o

ing thus the Commit=
tec prepared 2 Scheme and Rules for fixt Manage-
ment of the Infirmary, which being confidered and
examined in two General Mectings of Donors,
weze, on the 1 3th Fam 1728, sgreed roasfoliows.

RULES



