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HISTORICAL DISCOURSE.

[

U RexEMEER 218 MABVELLOUS WORES THAT NE BATH DONE] K13 WONDERS, ATD
TRE JUDGMENTS OF M18 MoDTH."—Pealm ov. §; alse lst Chron, xvi. 19.

Tre words of my text are a portion of a Psalm prepared by
David, and delivered into the hands of Asaph and his brethren,
to be sung before the Lord, on & memorable day in Israel.

The Psalm is mainly a review of God's dealings with his an.
cient people. It recalls his marvellous works from an early
period in their history, and frequently exhorts them to bring
these displays of power and merey into grateful remembrance.
The purport of the Pealm generally, and the language of the
text, particularly, inculcate a duty which commends itself to
every enlightened understanding, and to every pious heart.

God is hooored by his people in & suitable remembrance of
his dealings with them ; and the exercise of recalling, and con-
gidering the ways in whioh he has led them as individuals, as
families, as churches, as communilies, is celoulated to promote
their spiritual welfare by awakening a sense of dependence on
God, confidence in his character and guvernmﬂnt, and gratitude
for his unmerited goodness. . . . .

Fifty years ago this day, the paupla campmmg thls church
snd religious sociéty assembled in their place of public worship
to call to remembrance the works of the Lord toward themselves
and their fathers, for the period of ong nUNBRED YEARS of their
history. We have assembled this day, the same church, the
game society, but a different people, to call to remembrance the
works of the Lord toward wur and our falkers, for the period of
ONE HUNDRED AND FIFTY YEsRa, A century and a half has
passed since the organization of this church, in a wilderness
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portion of the Colony of Connecticut, which has become the
parent of other churches, on the north, on the east, and on the
west, whose representatives here with us to-day we welcome,
as entitled to pariicipate in commemeorating the hundred and
fiftieth anniversary of the birth-day of their mother.

It is hoped that it may not be without profit to us to look
over the history of God’s providence relating to this church
and people, from the early beginnings till the present time.

The first English habitation in the territory now known as
the town of Windham, was erected in 1689, by Lieut. John
Cates, a Puritan, supposed to have been a member of Crom-
well's army, who fled from England on the accession of Charles
IL to the crown of Great Britain* The name by which he is
known may not have been his original name. It is possible that
it was assumed for seeurity against British spies, who were
ready to seize in any place, any and all persons who had ren.
dered themselves obnoxious to the despotism of the Siuarts.
He came first to Virginia, but not regarding himsell as suffi-
ciently secure, he procured a servant and came to New York,
then to Norwich, and then to the retired plantation of Wind-
ham. The pame of John Cates, whether a true or fictitious
name, deserves to ba remembered with honor by us and by our
posterity, as it has been by our fathers before us. This town,
and other towns in our neighborhood that once constituted a
part of this, even now enjoy the benefit of an annual appropria-
tion of maney for the support of common schools, the product of
his liberality. A portion of the small vested fund possessed by
this church, was his gift. Also, a portion of the communion
plate, which we still make use of in commemorating the Sa-
viour's dying love.

Lieut. Cates was evidently a man of property ; and his works
testify that he was a man of intelligence, enlarged generosity,
and true puritan enterprize. Fromthe time when the first hab-
itation was erected, it would appear that the settlement of the

* The land which embraces the town waa glven in 1675 10 a cerlain number
of gentlemen named &a legatees in his lnst will, by Joshoa, SBachem of Mohe-
gon. It waa partially surveyed in 1678, and the main street was lald out.
Purcheses were made for sartlement in the two following years,
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place incressed with great rapidity; for in three years, that is,
in 1892, (May 12,) the settlers obtained from the Assembly the
grant of Town privileges. 1t was in advance of all the other
towns of this county in the date of its settloment ; and for a
considerable period was one of the most prominent towns in the
sastern part of the state.

At the first town meeting holden after town privileges had
been conferred, (June 11th, 1802, among other proceedings,
this important vote was adopted :—* Voted to apply to Mr,
Samuel Whiting for the purpose of carrying on the work of the
ministry.”  Mr. Bamuel Whiting was the son of Rev. Johm
Whiting, of Hartford. Hae is supposed to have come to Wind-
ham at the beginning of the year 1808 ; and tradition declares
that he preached kis first sermon on the first day of the year,
the first day of the week, from the first chapler of the Bible, and
Jrom the first verse. There is good Teason to believe that this
tradition is well-founded. Mr. Whiting is represented to have
been a man of excellent abilities, rendering him highly useful in
the civil transactions of the town; and he is known to have
assisted in gathering many of the churches in the county.

“In May, 1698, as an inducement to tarry with them four
years, the settlers offered him fifty pounds 2 year, an allotment
through all the division lots, and to build him an house two
stories high, and eighteen feetsquare. In 1697, they gave him
& call to ordination, In 1607 the oall was repeated, and eighty
loads of wood added to his salary., December 4th, 1700, he was
ordained ; and on the 10th of December, 1700, the church was
gathered, and he was gathered with it as pastor. His salary
was afterwards raised to 100 pounds and his wood.”

Fifteen male persons became members of this church in its
organization. Of these, eleven have been recovered from the
defaced records left by Mr. Whiting. They are as follows:
Rev. Samuel Whiting, Deacon Thomas Bingham, Deacon Jo.
seph Carey, Joshua Ripley, Thomas Huntington, Joseph Hunt.
ington, John Backus, Jeramiah Ripley, Jonathan Crane, Joseph
Hebard, and Samuel Abbe. These are therefore the names of
some of the very esrly and prominent inhabitants of the town.
If a letter may be presumed to have been conveyed from Wen-
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ham, Mass. to this place, in the time intervening from October
20th, to December 10th, the following persons should also be
reckoned among the number gathered with the church at its
organization, viz: John Abbe and Rebert Hebard, with their
wives, Hannah Abbe and Mary Hebard ; for there is a latter
of antique dimensions preserved on the cover of the church
records, dated © Wenham, October 29th, 1700,” dismissing
these persons from the church in the aforesaid place, and
recommending them as suilable individuals to * join with others
in gathering and erecting a church at Windham,” This letter
concludes with this language, ** We commend you all, with your
pious and Christian design, ta the guidance and conduct of the
blessed and effectually quickening spirit of the Lord Jesus
Christ, praying he would be with you in that weighty worke ;
helping you to build up, and to be further built up in the king-
dom of his grace here, being preservel blameless and brought
to'his kingdom of glory hereafler : The grace of our Lord Jesus
Christ be with you all, Amen.

Yours in the Lord, Joseph Gerrish, Pastor, with the gonsent
of the Brethren of the Church of Christ att Wenham.”

Mr. Whiting labored as a minister in this place Lhirty-two
years, and was pestor of the church twenty-five years. Ha
married the sister of Rev. Eliphalet Adams, of New London, by
whom he had thirteen children,—eight sons, and five daughters.
He died of the pleurisy, at Enfield, while on a visit to his friends,
Beptember 27th, 1725, in the fifty-sixth year of his age. Itis
gaid that on his death-bed, he made two special prayers, ona
for his family, and one for the continuance and prosperity of his
church.

During the latter part of Mr. Whiting’s ministry, it pleased
the Lord to pour out his spirit upon the people of this place,
and a very interesting and distinguishing revival of religion was
enjoyed. Perhaps there is no record of any revival in our coun-
try at that early day, which equalled this in extent and power.
In the space of six months, eighty individuals were added to the
church, as the joyful fruits of this spiritual refreshing,

President Clap, in  letter to Rev. Mr, Pierce, of Boston,
having remarked on the event, that so large & number were
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brought into communion with the church in so short a perioed,
says thatit was “without extracrdinary apparent occasion, but
through the secret cperation of the spirit of God upen their
hearts,” He meant, doubtless, that it was in connection with
the faithful use of only the ordinary means of grace.

In acknowledgment of the goodness of God, the church set
apart a day of thanksgiving, and Mr. Whiting delivered a ser-
mon from 1st Thess. iii. B. For now we live, if ye stand fast
in the Lord. The sermon was published at the timg, in New
London, with an introduction by Rev. Mr, Adams. It confirms
the opinion naturally derived from the history of his ministry
here, that he was an able, faithful, and zealous preacher of ths
gospel. The doctrine he deduces, supports, and improves from
the text, is thus quaintly expressed : « All godly persons, and
espectally they that Rave faken pains with people for their good,
will be much refreshed and comforted, and it will kelp to balance
the trouble they mest with, when they that have been brought
over to the acknowledgment of the itruth, do stand _ﬁm in the
Lord.”

Mr. Adams makes the following observations in the intro-
duction to this sermon :

It seeron (o bo something necessary that some sccount should bo given of
the peeasion of the ensuing disconrse, and it may, (through the blessing of God,)
be uselal unto many, when they shall henar of the grace of God uato others, and
bow he hath been mereifully plensed to visit his people. Windham is a town
of about some thirty years standing, where the Rev. Mr, Samoel Whiting hath
been improved in the work of the ministry, even [rom their beginning. God
hath been pleased to make him n very rich blessing among them, and doubiless
many will have reasan to bless God forever, in that their Iot hatl been cast to
dwell under his ministry. Not only hath he seen the téwno fourishing to that
degree in this short space of time, as that two other sopinties heve sprung out
therefrom, but he Lath hed the comfort to observe that many living nod serious
Christians have heen born thére, and that his lebor hath sot been in vain in the
Eord,

But of lato thers has been a greater stirring than ordinary among the dry
bones. Many have been awalened to consider and ingulre with o great deal
of earneatneas, what they skowld do to be soved,  Persons of all ages and some of
wheom there waes but little expeatation, have eome together weeping (o seek the
Lord their God, so that within the compasa of nbout helf m year, thers have
been four score perecni jolned to thelr communlon,and more are still dropping
in, so mightily doth the word of God grow sod prevail among them. - . . .
Could their ravared pastar have been pravailed upen so far w hnvogmdhd:ha



