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EDITORS PREFACE

THE object of this series of translations is primarily
to furnizsh students with short, cheap, and handy
text-books, which, it is hoped, will facilitate the
study of the particular texts in class under com-
petent teachers. DBut 1t is also hoped that the
volumes will be acceptable to the general reader
who may be inferested in the subjects with which
they deal. It has been thought adwvisable, as a
general rule, to restrict the notes and comments to
a small compass; more especially as, in most cases,
excellent works of a more elaborate character are
available. Indeed, it is much to be desired that
these translations may have the effect of inducing
readers to study the larger works.

Our principal aim, in a word, 15 to make some
difficult texts, important for the study of Christian
origins, more generally accessible in faithful and
scholarly translations.

In most cases these texts are not available in a
cheap and handy form. In one or two cases texts
have been included of books which are available
in the official Apocrypha; but in every such case
reasons exist for putting forth these texts in a new
translation, with an Introduction, in this series.

L L & 3 H

An edition of The Apocalvpse of Abraham is in-
cluded in the present volume. The explanatory
notes, in this case, given in the commentary on the
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vi PREFACE

text, are rather longer and fuller than usual. This
was rendered necessary by the fact that the Book is
made accessible here to [English readers for the
first time: and the difficulties and obscurities in the
text are not inconsiderable.
W. O. E. OESTERLEY.
G. H. Box.



INTRODUCTION

SHORT ACCOUNT OF THE Bouk

The Apocalvpse of Abrahan, which has Dbeen
preserved in old Slavonic literature, falls into two
distinct parts (cf. the somewhat similar case of The
Ascension of Isaiah). The first part, contained in
chaps. i-vii., consists of a Midrashic narrative
based upon the legend oif Abraham’s conversion
from idolatry, which has several peculiar features.!
The second part (chaps. Ix-—xxxii.) is purely
apocalyptic in character, and contains a revelation
made to Abraham about the future of his race, after
his (temporary) ascent into the heavenly regions,
under the guidance of the archangel Jaoel, who here
seems to play the part of Metatron-Michael. [t is
bazed upon the account of Abraham’'s trance-vision
described in Genesis xv.—a favourite theme for
apocalyptic speculation. In the Book, as it lies before
us, the two parts are organically connected. Thus
in chap. x. the archangel says: I am the one whe
was commissioned fo sel on fire thy father's house
together with him, because he displayed reverence far
dead (1dols)—an allusion to the narrative of ch ap. vill.
and the general plan of the whole work seems to be
based upon the idea that Abraham’s dissatisfaction
with the idol-worship by which he was surrounded,
which found vent in his strong protest to his father
Terah (chaps. i.—viii.), appealed so much to the divine
favour, that the archangel Jaoel was specially sent

! See Appendix I, esp. p. 3.
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