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Exeter.
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Peterborough
Conoord.

Epwagp H. Gruaw, Choirman,
Geormax T. CaurT,

Hosea W. Pangee,

Jaugs F. BRENNAR,

ArtHTR H. Coask, Secrefary,

The library law of 1805 directed the board
of library commissloners to issoe s Hbrary
bulletin “at least iwlce in each yoar” mch
bulletin to contaln “recommendatious ga o
the best methodn to he employed in likrary
work, together with notea on library prog-
rems and such other matters of general in-
formation relating to Jibrary work as they
may deem proper.”

In compliance with this law the board
have thus far jgsued three bulletips, duted
respactively December 31, 1603, December 81,
1886, and November 1, 1858,

At a recent meeting of the board the foel-
ing was unsnimous thet bulletins should be
ispued at reguler intervele end ehowld eon-
tain, o far as possible, papers, discussions,
und news items of eapecial Interest and value
to the officials and patrona of the smaller
libraries of our state. The boardl, thevefors,
have decided to issue g bulletin guarterly,
in the months of March, Jupe, Beptember,
and December of each year, and present this
as the initlal nnmber thereof,

An earnest effort will be made, first, to
select articles for its pages that will appesl
to the reading Inwtinet of the general pubiic,

bath thoss who are now patrons of Ibraries
and those who ought to be; second, to have
the contents of the articles of that nature
that shell gredually influence the puhblic
mind t read and to read wall; and finally,
to convinoe each ome that the little library
which I growing up in the community where
he lives can be mede & sonres of education
and of meterial velue if he will uss its re-
BOUrCEN,

To mucceed, thin plan must bave the full
eupport of the library offigisls of esch
library in our state, and we earnestly urge
them to keep this and subsequent bulletins
st al] imeg before tha patrons of the library
end influence them to read snd profit by
guch bulletics,

The board of library commissioners an-
nounee with deep regret the death of Josiah
H. Whittier, & member of the eommission
and ita secretary from its Inception in 1892 to
1he time of his death. Mr. Whittier was an
earnest pnd untiring worker in the Hbrery
cause ju thia state. During the time he waa
spcretary one hundred snd thirty-eight free
Libraries were established in the state and
booke were furnlshed to them by the library
commissionera of the value of $13,800.

All of the administrative work attending
ihke establishment of these libraries and the
selection mnd distribution of the books to
the was done by Mr. Whittier with ability
and ancecess.  He wrs the moving apirit of

HFHHNC



the movement, and to his willing sacrifice of
time aod labor belongs the credit for the re-
sulta that were ocbtained.

His death is a serlous loss to the library
field In this state and to the commisaion.

The board of ibrary commissioners will ba
glud ot all times to answer questions nud give
edvice with reference to the adminiatration
of libraries, the best methods of increasiong
{ta usefulness, the purchnse of books, and sl
other matters relating to the Library move-
ment In this state. They ipvite correspond-
ence npon any of the troublespme questions
thet come to the trustees and llbrarian, and
promise & caraful eonsideration of the points
and seasonable replies, It is the desire of the
commission to evme ibto closer touch with
ihs libraries and ta do all In their power to
aid in the work.

Library Advertising.

There i& an undpubted prejudice against
the word advertise. Wea comnect with it
something we call unprofessional. 'We reeail
the want column and the ever present patest
medicine sign. Advertizsing really mesns
tthe bringing of soything into publie no-
tize,” It can, like everything else, be done
well or badly. To be done well, it muat be
done with dignity, approprintencss, and
truth.

The fact is that the public knows very lit-
tle of the institutions of which librarlans
know B0 much, becauee lihrary news is
printed simost exclusively in the profes-
sional papers, which the publit neither reads
por sees. This {8 not because literary and
popular periodicals will not take the matter.
On the contrary, they are esger for it
Keither is it because the public i not Inter-
ested in the subject, for when a Hbrary srti-
cle does appear in a periodical not strictly
professional, it attracts wideapreed attention.
Bome years ago Mr, Jullan Ralph wrote an
article for “Harper's Weekly" on some want-
ern libraries. He told lttle that was new to
librariang, and yet hin article wae widely cead
and often quoted. It probably helped the
popular cause of public librarles more than a
hundred papera of equal merit published
only in our professional papers.

The Hbrarian‘'s best medinm for outside
advertising 1s the local press, Let the re-
porters know that the library is a good place
to get newn. If possible, arrange for a dif-
ferent day for the representative of each
paper t0 come for lbrary ftemna. The most
paanal acquaintance with reporters will con-
vince you of their hunger for “exclusive™
newsn. Care is, of course, neceesary as to the
newa you give cut. Personalities in regard
to the stafl or library patroms is not Ubrary

T IIEWE.

Not oaly should the attractions of the Ii-
brory be noticed, ftsa new books and its
rescUreSs on clrrent topics of interest, but
ils plana for new usefulness, and especially
its noeds, should be mede publie, In meking
public what is peeded, it s not necessary to
meke begging appealé, snd certalnly nefther
to eriticise nor to complain., If the public ia
taken ioto your confldence ms to fects, 1t in
peldom necessary io make comments of any
kind.

A striking illustration of this is Mr. Her-
Burt Putnam'’s artinle on the Library of Con-
grena in the Janvary “Atlantie” Te librari-
ook this paper reveals 5 very deplorable state
of things, but Mr, Putoam makes ne criti-
cimmn gt gither men or systems, He gives a
diguifled, clear, and concise statement of the
farts as they now are, his plans for the fu-
ture, and his estimate of what it will cost to
carry them ocut. Thers I3 little donbt that
thiz paper, publighed In & mueh read period-
ieel of peuerel Interest, will do more to se-
cure proper appropriation for the library
than would resma of reports to congresa
direct, o¥ dozens of appeals in library papers.

Of rourse, all librarians publish their an-
nnal reports in their local papers snd semd
ceples to the “Librory Journel” and “Fublie
Libraries,” but did it ever occur to you that
it would be a good plan to send a copy to the
“Outlook,” the “Critle,” the “Nation,” and
popers of their stamp? You say they will
not notlce them. Perhaps not, but let themn
know you are slive any way.

Maoy libreries have n paper or bulletin of
their own. Few libraries bave been etaried
thet the librarian has not been approached
by mome enterprising publisher or printer
with s proposition to publish a library
monthly, 1o give library news and s list of



the new books added, with o certain number
of copies to the Hbrary for fres distribution,
the publisher to get his pay from the adver-
tislng pages. My experience hes led me to
believe that this ia a temptation of the devil.
In nearly every case the publisher finds that
h& cannot make the paper pay alter the flret
few issuea, and the Hbrary is ealled upon for
& subsidy, failing which the papar dies, The
library name cannot safely ba given to any-
thing tha libraty dota not absalutely contrel.
You canoot afford to save library news for
your bulletips at the expense of the ltemn in
your daily papers. If the pumber of your
new books it smsli, the very bent place to
publish them is in the local newspapers. In
return for the mews ltem, the papers will
gladly print you extrs copies of the list
either for nothing or for & very small charge.
I you heve money to buy toe many bocks to
print the list in this way, you will certainly
be able to publish a monthly folder of addi-
tiona, with no other matter gave author,
short title, and eall number, for frea distri-
bution, which is perhapa the beat way.

The librerian should himself—ahculd I oy
hernelf ¥—personally advertise the library by
being identified with every public mavament
for sociel and educations] impravement, The
best interests of the library will nof permit
the librarian to be & recluse or to be ab-
sorbed in literary porsnits of his own, or Iz
snything else but his livrary. He ghonld be
in touch with business men, with the teach-
ers of the echools, with the clty authorities,
charity organizailons, study elubs, and
church ascleties, and be known to &il ag the
1ibrorian of the publie library.

The loceilon of the library should be well
adveriised, and ita guartera merked by a
sign, large, plain, and prominently placed.

Thess are bot & few of the waye ln which
outslde lbrary advertising may be dane.
Enside, the very best pdvertining is the bookn
themsalves, I1f the Bbrary iy agnall, throw it
all open, thet the public may wee ind handls
the books, and make it one great bulletin,
If the library is Jurge, use open chelres to
advertise your very best books, thoes,
whether of flction or other classes, that you
most want read, and that the people will
moat enjoy.

Use signs to direct people to what they

want, not to prohibit anything or to display
rules. Mark cases nnd label shelves to make
it as easy ws possible for people to &nd for
themselves what they want.

The use of pictures and mape in connectlon
with your reading-list builetine wili be found
very attraciive, particularly if you keep them
fresh and up to date.

It in hardly necessary to refer to what so
universally prevails in all pur libraries, the
eourtacus treatment of all by the lbrary em-
ployees, but I do want to say & word for the
children. Intelligent, kindly help and appre-
gintion will send from the library an army of
the vury best kind of boomars for it, “really,
traly blowers and sirikers’

H, L. ELMEXDORP,

Buftele Publlic Library, March 1, 1800,

BIBLIOQRAPHIES.

HoTE~The board of Lbrery commissionsrs Intend to
ks this ddpertment & plorssnent feapuns of the Ballegn,
No vxbausilive Hsm of tooks will be ghven. bat ratber seiec-
Hens of b books BEon sk sotieed Drasented which B
bast adnptel or porchaes Ty Ehe smalier Rbrarien beonoe of
b aanUrAts trostment of SEch BURMGL In S TOARRGE SO
warily podd apd s to appaal b the averags
readar.

THE BIRDS.

Tha let of beolks which follows {8 in me
panss designed B8 an exhaustive list or & bib-
Hography of the books on ornithology espe-
cially ta bs recommended to the buying com-
mittea p? por smali Lbravies. Many very
excsllent poblcalipos sultable for, and
within the potchasing neans of, the villags
librery, may be-very probably are—omitted
Trum this list, The list comprises such books
on the subject en can be recommended by
the compiler from the standpeint of the prac.
tical lihrary men rather than from that of
the pefentist. Of blbliographieal notes, it
will be notlced that the compiler bas oot
gone igto ell the mionor detmils. The fact
that the book 1 {llustrated, its last copyright
date, where it iz publiched, and what is s
retail price, seem to be comprehensive
enough for the ordinery small library of leas
than four thousand volumes. The guestion
a4 to how mony of these books should be pos-
sessed ia to be determined by the resources
of the library, always, of course, having ig
regard the proportions that should exist be-
iween the varions classes of books, unless it



