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A CHAPTER ON QUACKERY,
ULTRAISM, &e,

Quacxzry appears to be the order of the
day ; and the more impudest, abominable and
unbloshing it is, the more succeseful. Lecwure
rooms and Lyceums, and even pulpits are con-
taminated with it; apd as to our newspapers, &
large majority of them should adopt * Herald of
Quackery,’ u a raoming title. ‘The advertising
portions of our periodical sheets, to which any
one may have access for the vsual fee, are full
of the promises of chbarlatans; and the corners
of the sireets are brilliant with their glaring de-
vices for attracting tha attention of the passen-
ger. If the mere amoumt of money out of
which people are gulled were all the mischief,
we would not say one word ; and if thie physi-
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cal mischiel worked upon the bodies of the
victime were the worst calamity of this state of
thiogs, we would still be silent. But there are
great moral evils arising owt of this system of
fraud. Not to motice the general evil of legal
knavery upon the public mind — the disrepate
into which moral honesty falls in & community
which supports lying knaves like princes — levy-
mg a voluntary and onerous tax opon their own
health and parses for that purpose — we piss to
inducements to vice, appeals to individual pas-
gion, which are held out in many of the medi-
cinal quack advertisments. Those who are suf~
fering the penalties of dissipation in bedily
illness, are promised what by any means short
of a miracle is an impoesibility : they are offered
immanity from disease, and immediale Elll'!,lb]
the swallowing of some nostrum, to which, il we
believe the advertisement, the long dreamed of
Elixir of Life would be mere milk and water.
And pot ouly is & cure promised after disease ia
seated, but articles are advertisel which are
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warrarted to enableile porson who will swallow
thesr to indulge in dissipation il be pleases —to
challenge and defy the consequences, while he
plunges into ail the excesses, of vice. Now
ithese people le— or they are the accessories to
the sin of their dupes. They would have the
world believe that they have discovered a some-
thing which is ‘purely vegetable, simple and
harmless,” and yet potent enough to step in be- '
tween cause and effest, and arrest the operation
of the laws of nafure. We might point out
particolar cases of this impositaon — but it i
wnfortunately the ease that the ‘ puff colluaive,*
operates mere to the advantage of ihese mon-

siroas humbugs than the most artinl recommen-
dation inthe world woold.

What does such a state of things argue for
the delicacy of the moral senwe of the commu-
mity ¥ What estimate- of * public opinion " have
those persons formed who openly advertise them-
selves the panders to viee T Wae fear, 2 just
one. They kuow thet meney-getting is an ex-
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coee for any and everything a wan can do—
whort of direet lavceny, borglary, or illegal
swindling. They know that though they pur-
sue a systemstic course of deliberate iying and
- disgraceful seli-debasement, that ¢ they get
money by it' is a sufficient reason for their con-
duct in the estimation of the public — an am-
ple justification. They are even quoted aa
smart, likely men, for & degree of moral tarpi-
tode and flthly baseness, which, if displayed in
almost any other way, would degrade them to
the kennel. Money induces'the quack to forego
his own self-respect, and announce himeelf the
high priest of iniquity., Memey procures his
advertisements insertions in sewspapers, simulta-
neously with moral essay editorials. Money in-
daces respectable and responsible citizens to
become the agents of irresponsible and dirty
charlatene ; for meney they vend end recom-
mend mixtares sitber positively innocoous and
insipid, or actually poisonous. There are some
modern newspapars whiock- almost disgrace the
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hnuﬂmtr]':inhthngrmmt. . They are capa-
ble of corrupting whole generations— and they
ds it.

But the quack -dealers in patent medicines
are pot alone. They are kept in countenance
by quack preachers, quack lawyers, quack
teachers, quack lecturers, quack philanthro-
pists, quack merchants, and quack mechanics.
We hare sometimes thought that it is this gen-
eral coanbciousnoss of guackery in the commu-
nity, which leads not oaly to the toleration, but
to the patronage, of guack doctors.

' A faflow feeling makes = woodroos kind.”

But there are some classes of quacks who are
innocent of the deception they are practising
upon the public, because they are first deceived
themselves, snd are only propagating, all in good
faith, absurdities which they firmly believe them-
selves. OF these are the ultraists, who boild ex-
tensive edifices of theory uvpon true premises,
though all too parrow for the superstructure
erected upon them. The *escignce of human
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life’ has become. a favorite hobby of late; as
the world has existed, according to the Mosaic
account but about six thousand years, its inhab-
itants have yet to learn the science of living.
An vninitiated person might think this the most
simple scrence in the world — easy of acquisi-
tion, if pot indeed intuitive. But teachers have
sprung up who would reduce the whole econo-
my of living to a set of sustere roles. Deem-
ing temperance the only means of pru:eﬂ-'rng
health, it scems as if they never could get
enough of a good thing. But the scerbity of
an anchorite is intemperate temperance, and
those who would introduce it into the walks of
every day active life,}attempt more than the her-
mit. If a person fatigued with over exercise
should therefore resolve against amy motion of
his limbs as contrary to the laws of his organ-
ization, we should be amused at his ultraism,
Yet those who, disiressed at some tlime II"ilh a
surfeit, thence iofer that all genercus food mast
be thrgwn sside, and that the body must be
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supported on the least possible quantity of the
least agreeable food, pursue a condoct and »
system dnalegons to the dreams of & person whe
should baild the theory of the necessity of an
eutirely passive life, upon the fact that a tem
miles walk fatigues the bedy. Man is not an
satomaton, of & machine ! therafore it is impos-
sible to conceive fules for uniform diet, exer-
cise, or habits, in all eases, and under all cir
comstances, All the experience of all ages
goes ngainat such a system, and rationsl pride
revolts at the idea of being degraded into a
creature of instrections, without discretion.
But the worst of the business is, that our med-
ern philosophers are not content to stop where
reason snd common semss might bear them
spyme semblance of suppori, but push beyond
reason, common sensa, and practicability. And
we regret exceedingly that it is in our power to
state of one modern lecturer, nol at present ia
this Siate, that he did not pretead to expect to
effect a revalution among adults, nor to follow



