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TO HIZ EXCELLENCY,
HENRY W. COLLIER,
(OVERNOR OF THE STATE OF ALARAMA:

Hix,
I herewith submit a Beport on the Geclogy of Alabama.
I hawe the honor to be,
With great respect,
Your ob'} gerv't,
H. TVOMEY,
Grealogiet to the State.

UnrregsiTy oF ALsBaXa, -
Dee, 20, 1549, ,
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DOCIWENT
ORIGIN OF THE SURVEY. pert.

At the appointment of & Professor of Geology in the Univer-
sity, it wae made the duty of that officer ‘“to spend such por-
tions of his time, not exceeding fowr monthe in each yoar, in
exploring the Btate in ¢onneetion with hia proper department,
a8 the Trustees may constder for the advantage of the State.”

These explorations commeneed in 1847, dnd have been eon-
tinued up to the present time; and soch extracts, from the
reports made to the Trustees, as were thought to be of general
interest, have appeared in the newspapers of Tuskaloosa. \

In Jauuary, 1848, the following reselutions were passed by
the General Assembly of the State:

«  “Whereas, Michacl Toomey, Professer of Miveralogy, Ge
alogy, and Agrieulturs]l Chewistry, in the University of Ala-
bama, 8 required Ly an ordinanee of the Board of Trustees of
the Wniversicy, to devote a porlion of hiy time and labor, in
making geological explorations, and examining into the natu-

“ral resources of the State”  And whereas, it wosld be both in-
teresting und ueeful to the General Assembly, and to the peo-
ple, to examine the reports whiel Lo mey make from time to
timg:  Therefore,

“Be it Kesolved by the Senate and House of Hepresentatives
of Alzbama, dn (Femerul Agsembly convened, Thet Michael
Tunmey, Professor of Geology, &c. in the University of Ala-
ban, be, and he i3 Lereby appointed Btate Geologist.*

“Be it further Resvlved, That said Btate Geologist be, and
he is hereby required, +o lay before the General Assembly of
‘the State, at ita biemnial sessions, and ap often s from time to

* It is proper to etete, that fhe expenses of the gurvey have hitherto
Boon defrayed by the University.
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time may be thought expedient, a full report of his gen‘lc-ginu.l
surveys snd explptations, and his examinations into the mine-
ral and other natural resources of this State.”

JOHN A. WINSTON,
Speaker of the House of R-Bprasenm:wa
. L. P. WALKER,
' President of the Hmm.
Arpnoven, January dth, 1848,
R. CHAPMAN,
| Governor,



PREFACE

At the commencement of the survey, two modes of mnduut-'

ing it presented themselves, na,meljr.

1. To make a generel reccunoisance of the State, mdioating,
aa far as possible, its grest geclogical features, and pointing
out the direction that future explorations should take, without
stopping, except in epecial cases, to make minnte examinations,

2. To divide the Btate into distriets, and take up esch con-
secutively, examine it minutely, end thus prooceed nntil the
whole was explored; thereby deing thoroughly, whatever was
done.

This last would doubtless be the plesssnter mode of pro-
ceeding, and would in the end save time. But for the general
intereste of the State, T apprehend that the firet is to be pre-
ferred, and I therefore adopted it. Tta advantages appear to
be these: It indicates, ot ooce, the penersl geological charae-
tar of the Stato, snd enshles other lahorers to enter the field,
and fill np the outline sketch, that is thus given, When the
geological structure of 2 country is known, this knowledge hag
numerous practical applications independent of details, for it
enables peraons to pursue investigations intelligibly, that other-
wise would searcely know where or how to begin. I have had
abundant evidenoe of this in the number of persons I found
ready to ssyint in my explorations, when they underetoed their

.design, and the method of prosccuting them. This general
view, too, enables pereons to know what is to be looked for in
various parta of the State, as well ae what it would be folly to
expect. I am persuaded, that all things taken into considera-
tion, I could not, in studying the geology of the State, better
employ the limited time at my dieposal; vet no one feels, more
sensibly than I do, how little T have accomplished, when com-
pared with whot remains undone, and I could easily show how
badly even that little hes been ezecuted. Those who are ac-
quainted with the difficulties that beset preliminary explorations
in thinty settled countries, will understand this; and of the



