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New Haver, July 26, 1866,
DEar Bre,
The undersigned have been appointed by the Pur Bera Karra
BocimTy & Committes to render you the cordiml thanks of the Hoclety for
your admirable Addrees, delivered lust evening, and to requeet s copy for
the Press,

Reapectfully and truly yours,

A. C. TWINING,

@. P, FIBHER.
Professor WHITE

—_———
Brate or NEW YoREK,
Senate (hamber,
Aldbany, Aug. 30k, 1886,

(RNTLEMEN,

Accopt my thanks for the very kind expressions regarding the
Address which, in sccordance with the request conveyed by you, I forward
herewith.

With gresi reepect,
Very truly yours,
A. D. WHITE.
Professors A. C. TwrNtse and
G, P. FremeR.



ADDRESS.

In this sacred struggle and battle of so many hundred years,
—this weary struggle of truthe to be recognized,—this despe-
rate battle of rights to be allowed ;—in this long, broad current
toward more truth and more right, in which are seen the hands
of s0 many good and bad and indifferent men,—and in the
midst of all, and surronnding all the hand of very God,—what
political institution has been most vigorous against this cur-
rent,—what political system has been most noxious to politi-
cal truth and right#—in short, what foe, in every land, have
right and liberty found it hardest to fight or outwit ¢

Is it Eeclesiasticism —is it Despotism t—is it Aristocracy
—in it Democracy !

The time allotted me this evening I ehall devote to main-
taining the following Thesis :

OF ALL 8YRTEME AND INSTITUTIONS, THE MOST VIGOEOTS IN BAT-
TLING LIBERTY,—THE MOST NOXIOUS I¥ ADULTERATING RIiewr,—
THE MOST CORROSRIVE IN EATING OUT H.lﬂﬂﬂ.lm‘l’, HAS BEEN AN
ARIBTOORACY BASED UPON HABITS OR TEADITIGNS OF OFPRESSION,

I shall also attemnpt to deduce from the proofs of this a corol-
lary, showing the only way tn which such an Aristocracy ever
harg been or ever can be fought succesgfully and put down per-
snitnendly.

Let me first give this Thesis precision.

I do not say that Aristocracy, based upon habits and tra-
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ditions of oppression, is the foe which takes deepest hold ;—
Despotism and Ecclesiastlcism are dragons which get théir
claws far deeper intu the body politic;—for Despotism clutches
maore temporal, and Ecelesinsticiam more eternal interests.

Nor do I eay that Aristocracy is the enemy most difficult to
find and come at. Demoralization in Democracy is harder to
find and come at; for demoralization in Democracy is & dis-
ease, and lurks —Aristoeracy is a foe, and stands forth—bold ;
Demoralization is latent, and political doctors disagree about it,
— Aristoeracy is patent, and men of average sense soon agree
ahout it.

But the statement is that Aristocracy, based upon oppression,
ia, of all foes to liberty the most vigorous, of all foes to rights
the most noxious, and of all foes to nationality the most cor-
rosive,

Other battles may be longer;—but the battle with Aristec-
racy is ‘the sharpest which a nation ean be called upon to
wage—and a5 & nation uses its strength during the contest
—and @9 4 wses 148 wits after the contesi—eo shall you find its
whole national life a sucecess or a failure,

For my proofs I shall not start with @ priori reasoning :—
that shall come in as it is needed in the examination of his-
torical facts. You shall have the simple, aceurate presentation
of facts from history—and plain ressoning npon these facte—
and from Ancient History, rich as it is in proofs, I will draw
nothing!—all shall be drawn from the history of modern Btates
—the history of men living under the influence of great re-
ligious and political ideas which are active to-day—and ameng
onrselves, ’

Foremost among the examples of the nermal working of an
Avristocracy based npon the subjection of a class, I name
Bramv. Iname her first—not as the most striking example,
but as one of those in which the evil grew most naturally, and
went through its various noxions phases most regularly.

The fabric of Spanish nationality had much strength and
much beauty. The mixture of the Barbarian element with the
Roman, after the Roman downfall, was probably happier there
than in any other part of Europe. The Visigoths gave Spain
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the best of all the barbaric codes. Gmizet has shown how,* as
by inspiration, some of the most advaneed ideas of modern en-
lightened codes were incorporated into it.

The succeeding history of the Spanish nation was also, in 1ts
main sweep, fortunate. There were ages of endurance which
tonghened the growing nation,—battles for right which enno-
bled it ;—disesters which compacted manliness and equeezed
out effeminacy.

This character took shape in goodly institutions, The city
growth helped the growth of liberty, not less in Spain than in
her elster nations, Cities and towns became not merely cen-
tres of progperity, but guardians of freedom.}

Then ecame, perhaps, the fineat growth of free institutions in
Mediseval Earope.

The Cortes of Castile was s representative body nearly a
hundred years before Simon de Montfort laid the foundations
of English parliamentary representation at Leicester.t The
Commone of Arragon had gained yet greater privileges earlier.

Btatesmen sat in these—statesmen who devised curbs for
monarchs, and forced monarchs to wear them. The dispens-
ing power was claimed at an early day by Spanish Kings as
by Kings of England ;—but Hallam ackmowledges§ that the
Bpaniards made a better fight againet this despotic claim than
did the English, The Spanish established the Constitutional

principle that the King eannot dispense with statutes centuries
" before the English established it by the final overthrow of the
Btuarts.

Many sturdy maxims, generally accounted fruit of that early
English boldness for liberty, are of that earlier Bpanish period.
“ No taxation withont representation ” was a principle asserted
in Castile early, often and to good purpose. In Arragon no war
could be declared—no peace made,—no money coined without
consent of the Cortes.|

* Higtory of Civilization in Europe. Third Lecture.

t Bempere, Histoire des Oortes & Espagne, Chap. 8.

1 Prescott's Ferdinand and Issbelle. Introduetlon, p. 48.

§ Hallam's Hist, of Middle Ages, Vol. 2, p. 80,

| Boberteon's Introduction to Life of Charles V., Bection 34 ; also Prescott,
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The « Great Privilege of S8aragossa ™ gave quite as many, and
quite as important liberties to Arragon as were wrested from
King John for England in the same century.

Such iz a meagre sketch of the development of society at
large. As regards the other development which goes to pro-
duce civilization—the development of individual character, the
Spanish peninsula was not less distinguished. In its line of
monarchs were Ferdinand III., Alfonse X., James II, and
Isabella ;—in its line of statesmen were Ximenes and Cieneros
—worthy predecessors of that most daring of all modern states-
men, Alberoni. The nation rejoiced too in a noble line of
poets and men of letters.®

Still more important than these brilliant exceptions was the
tone of the people at large. They were tough and manly.+

No doubt there were grave national faults. Pride—national
and individoal—conetantly endangered quiet. Blind snbmis-
sion to Ecelesiastical authority was also a fearful source of
evil! Yet, despite these, it ia impossible not to be convineed,
on a careful reading of Bpanish history, that the influence
which tore apart States,—which undermined good institutions,
—which defeated justice,—which disheartened effort,—which
prevented resistance to encroachments of Ecclesiasticism and
Despotism—nay, which made puch encroachinents a negesaity
—came from the nobility.

The Spanish nobility had risen and become ptrong in those
long wars againet the intruding Moors,—they had gained ad-
ditional strength in the wars between provinees. They soon
manifested necessary characteristics. They kept Castile in con-
fusion by their dissensions,—they kept Arragon in confusion
by their anti-governmental unions,

Accustomed to lord it over inferiors, they could brook no
opposition,—hence all their influence was Anarchic; acens-
tomed to no profitable labor of any sort, their influence was for

* What an effect this early liberty had in stimulating thought can be geen
in a few moments by glancing over the pages of Ticknor's History of Spanish
Literature.

4 For some statements a8 to hardy characteristies of Bpanish peasantry, soe
Doblado's Lettera from Spain. Letter 3.
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laziness and wastefulness ;—accustomed to look on public mat-
ters s their monopoly, they devoted themselves to conjuring
up phantoms of injuries and insults, and plotting to avenge
them,

Every Aristocracy passes through one, and most Aristocracies
through both of two historic phases.

The first mayba called the Vifriolic,—the peried uf intense,
biting, corrosive activity,—the period in which it gnaws ﬁe.n:ely
into all institutions with which it comes into contact,—the
period in which it deeomposes all elements of nationality.

In Spain this first period was early developed and long con-
tinued. Grandees and nobles bit and ent their way into the
Legislative system,—by brute foree, too, they crushed their
way through the Judielal system,—by judicions mixtures of
cheating and bullying they often controlled the Executive
aystem,

Chapter after chapter of Marianas history begins with the
story of their turbulence, and ends with the story of its sad re-
sults ;—how the nobles seized King James of Arragon ;—how
the Lars family usurped the Government of Castile ;—how the
houses of Lara, Haro, Castro and their peers are constantly con-
cocting some plot, or doing some act to overthrow all govern-
mental stability.

But their warfare was not merely upon Government and
upon each other ;—it was upon the people at large. Out from
their midst comee a constant voice of indignant petitions.
These are not merely petitions from serfs. No! history writ-
ten in stately style has given small place to their cries;—bnt the
great flood of petitions and remonstrances comes from the sub-
stantial middle class, who saw this demineering upper class
trampling out every germ of commereial and manufacturing
progperity.

Such was the current of Spanish history. I now single out
certain aristocratic characteristics bedded in it which made its
flow so turbulent,

Foremost of these was that first and most fatal characteristic
of all aristocracies based on oppression—the erection of a sub-

atitute for patriotism,



