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TEEABURY DEPARTMENT,
BUREAT oF TU. 8. MArRINE-HosriTal SERVICE,
Washington, D, C., Januwary, 1874,

The attention of Medical Officers is respectfnlly ealled to the follow-
ing extract from the Regulations of the United States Marine Hogpital
Service, approved October 1, 1874:

The * Provisioual Nomenelature” of the Royal College of Physiciaus of London,
(Eng.,) is adopted by the UxiTRD BraTes MamIRe-HosriTal BUREAU, a8 the nosologi-
oal system to be observed by medical officera of the Service ju their reports and com-
munications.

An this is too bolky to iusert in & volune of Regulstions, intended alwe for the
guidance and information of others not coneerned with the professional detnils of the
Bervice, the Nomenclalure ia imsned separately, and will be supplied to medical officers,
on requisition, by the BrrEav.

It is desired that the Report of Disenser and Fajuries (Formn 15} and
the Report of Surgioal Operations (Form 10) be made ont in striet con.
formity with this system.

-
Supervising Surgeon.
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¥i NOTE.

United States Army. It has been endoreed, pro tanto, by the
profession, through the action of the American Medical Associa-
tion at its session May 6-9, 1873. Andits provisional adoption
in the United States was formally recommended by the American
Public Health Association at its last annual meeting.

From the foregoing it will be seen that its promise to become
the common nomenclature and classification for at least all
English-speaking peoples is in a fair way to be realized ; and
in furtherance of this end the present edition—aside from the
omission of the French, German, and Itulian equivalents, the
transposition of the English and Latin names, the verification
of the Index, and the correction of a few clerical and typo-
graphical errors—has been made & literal transeript of the Eng-
lish original.

In this connection the Supervising Surgeon desires to oc-
knowledge his obligation to Dr. Frang W. Remvy, U. 8. M-H.
8., for valuable assistance in the preparation of the work for
the press.

Burrav U. 8. Marme-HospiTan SERVICE,
January, 1874,






viii PREFACE.

It could nmot. It would be unintelligible by the people at large, and
embarrassing to those by whom the necegsary retarns must be made,
But the nomenclature proper or peculiar to each couutry, and which
may be called its national nomenclature, shonld be readily convertible
into the standard nomenclature.

The one, or the other, of these standard and national nomenclatures
way first be framed by an English {or by any other) Committee, or fhe
two may be framed simultaneously. '

The Committee appointed by the Royal College of Physicians of
London have prepared a Nomenclatare snitable to England, and to all
countries where the Lnglish language is in common use. For each
vname they have sopplied the corresponding Latin term, which is
the language of aucient scieues, and probably the fittest language for
a nomenclature common to all the world; and also the equivalent term
in the three modern languages which are the richest in medical learn-
ing and literature, the French, the German, and the Ttalian langnages:
and in this way they hope to have laid the foundatiou for a Nomencla-
ture of Diseases in any language extant on the earth.

In the English list of names, it seemed desirable that as little devi-
ation as possible should be made from those employed by the Registrar-
General of England; otherwise his settled plans and his forms of
returns, which have been followed for thirty years, wonld require to be
remodelled; the comparison of future with past returns would be made
difficult and perplexing, if not impossible; und a damaging break
wonld becaused in evidence which beeomes mere and wnore trustworthy
and valuable, in proportion as it is prolonged and continnous.

Again, it iz desirable that all lists should cousist, as much as may
be possible, of short names—names eomprised in one word, or in the
fewest: words; also, in the nomenclature proper, or national, that they
ghould be namas in common and popular nee, especislly when these
are single, or short, and distinctive, and imply no erroneons or doobt-
ful theories.

Names are not necessurily to be excluded, however, merely because
they may seem to express only vague or imperfect knowledge; such
names a8 DRopsyY, CONVULSIONS, PALSY—disorders which may sev-
erally depend upon various and different morbid changes within the
body, not always easy of recognition. It has been well observed by
Dr. Farr, whose aid has been of great value to the Committee, that
the refusal to sanction such terms as these in the registration of diseasea
‘would have an obvrions tendeney to eneourage reckless conjecture’ in
making returns.



