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PREFACE

This study was prepared in 1915 as a doctoral disserta-
tion in the Graduate School of Cornell University. The
aim has been to contribute something to the history of poli-
tical parties and of party government by tracing the develop-
ment of a movement that came at a time of readjustment
in both party issues and patty organization. The investi-
gation of a nation-wide mevement, the sources of which are
to be found in the local party organizations, involves many
complexities and frequent opportunities for error. The
yvears 1873-1876, in particular, have presented a tangle of
party interests from which it has been most difficult to
ravel the Liberal thread. Much assistance has been derived
from monographs on the political history of the individual
states during the Reconstruction era, and in this connec-
tion special mention should be made of the studies prepared
under the master guidance of Professor W. A. Dunning, of
Columbiz University.

The writer has endeavored very consciously and, he
trusts, very concientiously 1o avoid the besetting sin of mono-
graph writers, that of exaggerating the importance of their
problems. He has nevertheless been convinced, as a result
of his investigation, that the Liberal Republican Movement
was something more than a mere “spasm of political enthu-
siasm of the negative character” which *'passed away as
quickly as it came," as a writer on political parties has
characterized it.!

Grateful acknowledgments are made to the Comell Uni-
versity Library, to the Harvard University Library, to the
Library of Congress, to the State Historical Society of
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Wisconsin, to the Minnesota Historical Society, to the
State Historical Society of Missouri at Columbia, to the
Missouri Historical Society at St. Louis, to the Towa State
Library at Des Moines, to the New York State Library at
Albany, to the New York Public Library, and to the Bos-
ton Public Library.

The investigation has been carried on under the direction
of Professor Charles H. Hull, of Cornell University, who
has been throughout & patient, understanding, and undie-
tatorial counselor. My indebtedness to him is too great to
be expressed adequately in any formal acknowledgement.
Professor Julian P. Bretz, of Comell University, has ren-
dered most generous and effective service in the critical
reading of the manuscript. Both the manuscrpt and the
proof have profited preatly by the careful readings of my
wife.

"E.D.R.
Illinois Wesleyan University,
Bleomington, Hlinois.
December, 1918.



