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HAMELES YHARS AGH, ABAUT CAMPRINGE, CONTORT, AND
CAYE COD, AWD OTHIRS, WITH TWE 34WE COMEAMION,
OVER THE FAOME MEARGYS, AND THDAR THE OLD OAXB
ALONG TME RILLMDE, ART 80 OFTEN RECALLED AND
ALWAYE WITH BICH FLEASURE, THAT 1 CANNOT Do
CTHERWIBE, AFD BE AT FEACE WITH WTIELF, THAW
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PREFACE

HE author has this consolation: a

prefuce is the whim of the publisher,

and 80 no rezsonable reader will lock for

literary merit in this perfonftory fearure of &
book.

I have one statement to make that gives
me great satisfwétion and is 1o place here, if
anywhere. I wrote the following pages for
my own mmusemeént, end never for an instant
had in mind either the patience of @ possible
reader or the views of eny publisher as 10
what s beek should be. 1 have not adopted
& single suggestion made by critica of earlier
volumes, but gone out of my way to repeat
the offence, complained of recently, of sneer-
ing st the impudent assumption of scme,
nccessarily nameless. For once, I have said
my say in precisely my own fashion. Never
before has this privilege been unrestriftedly

allowed me, and not improbably there are
¥ii
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those who will cry out, * So much the worse
for you.”

Pagee, here and there, of this volume have
seen the light of day before in periodicals,
znd are here reproduced by permission. I
trust the reader will not be moved 1o say of
such, “* And once was quite sufficient,” or
feel it his duty to find sericus fault with that
which confronts him for the first ame.

C.C. A

Trazx Bxrcara,
May 25, 1397,



