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¢The art of laying out gardens consivtn in an endeavour to combine
h || of aepeet, | of growth, shade, solitede, wnd repose,

in such 2 manner that the senses may be deluded by an imitation,of rural
nature’—Lagwmacuzn,
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PREFACE
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The Awthor gladly acknowledges Ms indebisd)

to ihe
Propricior of “ GARDENING ILLUSTRATED,” wherein some
portions of the matter contained in these pages appeared, and for
his courtesy in providing the blocks from whick the ground-plans
are printed.

" ment formed on nature’s plan, similar, Jet us say, to such
displays as may be seen in some old-fashioned gardens of the
least formal kind, and rendered in miniature to suit the
conditions of space.
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PREFACE.

Ix the following pages, reprinted in chief part frem a
popular journal, the writer seeks to show how insignifi-
cant plots of pround may be made to yield something in
perennizl beauty, and it is precisely because they deal with
gardens measured by feet rather than by acres, that they
address themselves to a numerous class,

Many valuable books on gardening exist, but they usually
suppose or would inculeate a botanical, or, at any rate a
technical, knowledge which not atie in a hundred householders
possesses, or has the leisure and inclination to acquire. All
the writer essays to exhibit is the advantage of an arrange-
ment formed on nature’s plan, similar, let us say, to such
displays as may be seen in some old-fashioned gardens of the
least formal kind, and rendered in tniniature to suit the
conditions of space.



v Preface.

With such information 2s is here given, supplemented
perhaps in regard te details of planting and treatment by
some good gardening book, he ventures to think that many
suburban plots now given over to nine months’ barren-
ness may be made pleasing a¥ 1be year vound, and at little
cost,

To this modest programme the argument and its applica-
tion are limited ; such short lists of trees and plants as are
given contzin none but kinds inexpensive and easily obtained,
yet ample in number and variety for the simple purpose in
view, -

The illustrations are of gardens in the sixth year of
their existence, the ground they occupy having been pre-
viously bare meadow. The pardens contzin nothing but
what is included in the appended lists. Photography has
been employed in order to ensure truth,
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