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INTRODUCTION.

T T R

TuE zalvation of the immortal soul is an object
infinitely paramouni o every othor considera-
tiom. Whatever, therefore, profossce to poinf
oul the means through which wo may attain that
great aim anid ¢nd of our existence, mnst possess
interest for all who are sutbliciently awakened to
the reality of this tenth. I elass mysell in the
number of honest inguirers Zion-ward; amd
cannot view with indifference either the theorics
or the efforts of myv fellow-men, to mark ont for
me the narrow way to life everlasting. T am
bound, at the peril of wll T valne, to judge the
doctrine which ealls me from the path of my
earthly pilgrimage to another and divergout
course. If that I tread e not detonstrabily the
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sure and the only rond to peace—if | cannot, at
least to my own conscience, give & satisfactory
reaszon for the hopo that 13 in me—if a doubt or
& shadow lie upon my faith —it behooves moe to
try well its foundation, and rest not nntil T shall
Lhave reached the rock whorcon my building
may abide the storn and the flood. The issue,
with me, is Tinmensurably beyond all that the
natural nnderstanding can concelve of hifo or
death.

Tt ig with foelings of this churacter that I Lhave
again read a work entitled “The Iind of Reli-
giong Controversy,” 1o order to examine ano-
ther, recently izsued to rofute if, called  The
End of Controversy Condroverted.”  The former
was wrilten in the carly part of the present con-
tury, by John Milner, a Doctor of Divinity in
{lie Toman Catholic Churcly, and purperts fo be
a iriendly correspondence with a Boelety, of a
fow individualy, to prove the exclusive claim of
his co-religionists to be the chorech of Clodst.
The latter also tmker an epistolary form, in a
zeries of letters addressed to the Homan Catholie
Arelibishop of Daltimore, by John IT. Hopking,
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Doctor of Divinity and Laws, and Bizshop in the
Protestant Eptscopal Church,  Although pro-
fessing to be a refutation of the former, it i= o
but to & limited extent. The claims of both rest
upon the sama basis of an eoutward hierarchy,
ordained by, and descended, through certain out-
ward forms and rules, from Jesus Christ. The
disgpute is in reality much nwore pelitical than
essential, Both the combatants are acrimonions
and unsparing towards their rival communitics,
vet they mutually recognize the lincamonts of o
comman parentags and close relationship.
While I accord my mecd of praize for the
more libeval and enfarged Chrisgtian charity of
the latter champion, I cannot withhold, even
from the fanatic intolerance of the former, the
rospeet which is due to apparently legithuate
deductions from conceded premizes, I may
frecly confess thal, zrestl as 13 the ability and
research displayed by the Protestant writer, and
overwhelming the testimony he brings to prove
the heentiopsness aud corrupiion of that insti-
tution, which, however adulterous, he yet con-
cedes to be the spouse of Christ in eommon with



