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THE JUSTICE OF
RUMANIA'S CAUSE

HE moral significance of Rumania’s inter- .

vention in the great war has probably been
understood less fully than any other important
event which has taken place since August 1914.
Even among Rumania’s allies, welcome as Ru-
mania’s help was to them, and well disposed
as they were to give her their help in return,
there was lacking adequate knowledge of the
vital issues for democracy and freedom at stake
in Rumanian lands. Among countries then
neutral there was probably even less understand-
ing of the questions at issue. For instance, in
onte of the foremost papers of the Anglo-Saxon
world we find the following passage:—

“In at least two minor respects they [the
terms enunciated in the Allies’ Note to Presi-
dent Wilson] are wholly immoral, in that they
contemplate the seizure of territory that never
belonged to Italy or Roumania in order to pay
the bribes that these two eminently sordid
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2 The Justice of Rumania’s Cause

Governments exacted as their price for enter-
ing the war."”
{New York World, Jan, 12.)

‘“Wholly immoral”; “never belonged to
Rumania”; “these eminently sordid Govern-
ments”; “their price for entering the war"—
let us analyse shortly the justice of these re-
marks in the light of the history of the Ru-
manian race, of Rumania’s position to-day and
of her future prospects.



Tag Hisroricar RicETS AND WRONGS OF
THE RUMANIAN RAcE

“What is “Rumania”? Who are the “Ru-
manians”? So many false and misleading state-
ments have been made by partisan writers about
the origins and constitution of the Rumanian
race, so often a purely arbitrary and restricted
meaning is given to the term “Rumania,” that
it is worth while to point oit clearly the full
and proper signification of the two names, Mod-
ern “Rumania” is a term of barely 70 years’
usage. Fortmed by the union of the two princi-
palities of Wallachia and Moldavia, in 185g, the
kingdom of Rumania includes only a part of the
Rumanian race. Over a million Rumans live
in the old Moldavian, since 1812 Russian, prov-
ince of Bessarabia. A guarter of a million in-
habit Bukovina, which the Hahsburg Empress
seized in 1775, Small fragments of the race
are to be found in N.E, Serhia, in 5.W. Mace-
donia, and Thessaly. But by far the greater
part of “unredeemed’” Rumania is still governed
by the Hungarian Crown. Hungarian official
statistics (1910) give the number of Rumans in
Hungary as 2,949,032, This is a minimum esti-
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mate. Hungarian census estimates are notori-
ously “touched up.” Rumanian writers show
good grounds for the belief that there are at
least 3,935,120 Rumans in Hungary, and prob-
ably considerably more than 4,000,000. More-
over, these Rumans mostly live in a compact
mass in contact with the Rumanian kingdom.
According to the Hungarian census of 1910 more
than five-sixths of the Rumanian population of
Hungary lived either in Transilvania—of the
15 Transilvanian counties, eight had 2 Rumanian
majority of 64 to B9 per cent., four a substantial
minority of from 35 to 48 per cent., while three
(Udvarhely, Csik and Hiromszék) were purely
Szekler (Magyar)—or in the four adjoining
counties of Krass6-Szérémy (721 per cent),
Szildgy (591 per cent.), Arad (5781 per cent.),
and Temes (34 per cent.), Rumania “beyond
the Carpathians” is, therefore, a compact coun-
try, geographically united with the kingdom,
Unable to deny, while they seek to minimise,
the Rumanian majority in Transilvania and the
adjoining counties, Hungarian and other anti-
Rumanian controversigl writers fall back on two
main lines of argument:—(1) That the Rumans
are intruders of much later date than the Mag-
yars. (2) That there is no “irredentist” prob-
lem, and that the non-Magyar nationalities have
no reason or wish to be separated from Hungary.
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