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PREFACE.

Toe aim of this hook is to give some
few of the many available proofs that the
diflerent nations of modern Burepe have
passed through very nearly the same ex-
perience in literature since the Rennissance.
The course of each separate nation has been
deseribed by hosts of writers: in France
the early glow of the Pleiad, the chastening
correetness of Malherbe and Beileau, the
gradual romantic revival; in England, the
fading ocut of the Elzabethan fervour,
the preecision of Dryden and Pope, and the
modifications that led fto the revival of
poetry; the similar course of events in
Germany, — all these things have been set
forth in conntless volumes. The facts once
established, it becomes possible to deteet a
harmony which it would be rash to eall co-
incidence. The next thing is obviously to

¥



vi FPREFAURE.

see how closely the various nations kept
step together. Until this is done, ouor
knowledge is fragmentary and incomplete;
the relation of different anthors to one an-
other is often only intelligible when we see
it more brilliantly illustrated in another
country. After this work is finished, there
will remain the task of ascertaining ex-
actly to what extent each nation modified
the general course of literary movement;
what was the national equation, so to speal,
of each counlry. When this is ascertained,
the period treated will be really known;
until then it will not be fully comprehended.
This volume is offered to the public as a
slight essay to show how like werce some of
the early movements in different countries.

T‘ : El P'
Bostox, July 28, 1834,
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CHAPTER L

WmaT we inelude in the term * German
Literature™ may be conveniently assumed fo
have begun with Lessing ; but, in order to
nnderstand what that eminent writer did in
the way of clearing the ground for his suc-
cessors and of laying the foundations on
which they were to work, it is important to
take a look backwards, and to see what had
been done and what left nndone before his
day. Only in this way can we appreciate
him at his proper value, and an examination
of this sort may also be of service, by show-
ing us that the study of literature, which is,
after all, only the study of one part of his-



2 FROM OPITZ TO LESSING.

tory, is fruitful even when it requires of us
that we give our atfention to men of mod-
erate merit, to writers who arve praised when
they are ealled sceond-rate.  There is some-
thing fascinating v studying merely the
greatest men, and in passing over the rest
without thought ; but literature eannot be
understood in that way, any more than bot-
any ean be learned by studying nothing but
Japanese lilies and Jaequeminot roses, or
maodern history by giving all onr attention
to Napoleon Bonaparte, Washineton, and
Lineoln. Inliterature, the man who aceom-
plishes anything great is the one man who
suceeeds where countless others (hil 5 and
our etudy will be of little profit if it docs
not teach us how much greater are the long
and silently prepared movements than any
brilliant performance, how the most striking
thing abont any genius is its inevitablencss,
and that it cannot be understood without
the comprehension of the whole spivit of the
time. It is to the Goermans that wo owe



