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PREFACE.

Tar object of the following little book, ex-
pressed in its title, scarcely needs any further
explanation. At the same time, being well
aware of the number of productions, already
- before the publie, in some degree of a similar
nature, the Anthor feels it necessary to state
her reasons for the present undertaking,

In looking anxiously for an interesting
book, which should serve to introduce her
own, children to the knowledge of Scripture
hi.ﬁ;ﬁory, in & manner at once attractive and
easy, the Author was led to observe, that most
of the works published with this view, are
written in so abridged a form, as to depnve
the sacred story of those numerous charms
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with which it is clothed in the Bible itself ;—
charms, of which children are so far from
being insensible, when presenied to them in
language adapied to their years, that (as far
at least as the Author's experience has gone)
-no subject seems to possess for them half
that lively interest, which their young minds
attach to the simple, the diversified, the
picturesque, and affecting narratives which
abound in the Word of God. Were there
not difficulties to a child in entering at once
on the perusal of the Bible, and many peints,
especially of geography snd history, which
require development, not to mention practical
application, from which it ware pity. that they
should be debarred, the best method probably
would be, even from the first, to put the
Scriptures themsclves, or at least selections
from them, into the hands of children. Bat,
these difficulties and necessities considered,
this seemed no{ advisable at the very begin-
ning. In giving, however, the history of the
Bible in other words, and with the necessary
explanation, it was desirable to retain, as
much a8 possible, in easy narrative, the
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varied fulness of that sacred story; so that
the child’s first impressions of the Divine
volume should be, that it is not only the
best, but the amost delightful, book in the
world. Such is the end at which the Author
has aimed, though feeling at every step the
difficulty of accomplishing such a purpose,
and lamenting her inability 10 do any thing
like justice, even to her own thoughts, how
much more to the subject itself !

Besidea a developed and connected view,
1in eagy language, of the Scripture story itself,
the Author has endeavoured to iniersperse in
the harrative sueh nofices of the countries
.spoken of, together with such references to
the New Testament, and practical remarks,
as would tend to make the work etther more

" interesting, more intellectually improving,
or more valuable, in a moral and religious
light.

The present volume is carried down, as
will be seen, to the close of the Pentateuch ;
and it is thus presented to mothers, with the
view of ascertaining how far the work is likely
to answer its end, before any additions are



