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PREFACE.

THE preparation of this Appreciation of the work of
Edward Edwards, and the Digest of his evidence before
the several Parliamentary Committees, has been a
labour of love. It has entailed a great deal of work and
much unproductive research, and has left behind a feeling
of having hewn away a small mountain to make a
hillock, but the hillock was well worth making. Such
biographical details as it has been possible to glean
have been included, bat these are of a scanty character,
I have endeavoured to keep the volume within a reason-
able limit. Edwards’ life was of a simple and ordinary
nature, and its interest with the reading public rests
on his being the chief pioneer of the public library
movement, and with such of his writings as are likely
to have a permanent character, No histery of the
second half of the nineteenth century would be com-
plete without due notice being taken of public libraries,
the people’s universities, and these are the cutceme to
an important degree of Edwards' earnest work and
abiding enthusiasm on behalf of these institutions. The
principal materials for this record have been found in
his private diaries, which extend, so far as they have
been discovered, throughout the following years: 1844
to 1852, 1854 to 1858, 1860 to 1868, 1870, 1881, 1BR2
and 1884, making twenty-seven in all. In the Man-
chester Public Reference Library there are batches of



