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PREFACE,

This rfiret series” of leetures on the seicree of lteraturc
wag, for the greater part, writlen ol Oxford , 1807 —1898 ,
and some of them were vead ot the University Extension
Meeting v Edinburgh, in the summer of 1895, 1t is only
a first series, for sinee then, having collested vast mate-
risl [rom npearly all the existing seicnces, and baving
already begun to work thiz eut, | intend to publish a
pezeond serics” of these lectures loler on

But the comtinuation of my swork will bear a some-
what different character from the volome published here.
Thiz voleme conlains chiefly a sketeh of the literature of
mankind, divided aceording o lavguases sod races, but
it is far from perfect. An oxhaustive sludy especially of
the problem of raec has taught me that our knowledoe
in thiz direetion is very ernde, and that anthropology
and ethnology  as seiences are only in their infaney,
seiences righlly lermed by thinkers mere eolleclions of
faels. As far av regards the race-problem, T wish the
reader fo bear in mind that my work has to be
regarded more a8 o eolleetion of wseful material, than as
the definitive and undeviating opinion of the author,

1 have often made it my aim lo suggest the problem
rather than to solve it, and | shall be grateful for any
observations and additions  from  esmpetent readers, in
order, by econlinupus study, to peove whether the hypo-
theses found in my work may be Tully applied fo literature
considered as a seience.



For this reason 1 beo the reader to regard this volume
only as a forerunuer, and not to adopt all my conclusions
as fixed theories — o eite one example: the nemes
wAryan™ yIndo-eurnpean” snd Bemilie”, especially Be-
mitie”, are insufticienl, asod beller pames oughl to he
introdoeed — and 1 wizsh to add thal the sccond volume
of these lecinves will be an attempt to combine the study
of Tliterature with all the ather branches of learning, also
with physieal and medical selenee, and to radse that study
to Lhe level of a posilive science; as wolil now literature
has not been siudied in a lruly scientific way.

Literature has alwaya heen considered part of so-calied
mental (or gpsvchological™) science, but the dualism of
ghody™ and ysoul”, the doelrine of two opposite prineiples,
which eannot bear the light of modern scientifie knowledge
ouzht to come W0 #n eud, and the so-called mental soiences
— espeeially the stady of lirerature — oughl lo be iotro-
dueed a5 a neecssary part of the physical and medice] ones,
or rather: onght he redueed to troc philosophy . az a
svstem  cmbracing sll the existing scienecs, Seicntific lite
rature must fix the lawe of (hooght, the meotal laws
which govern the evolulion of mankind, and as loug as
it has wot accomplished this, #f does nol deserve the
name of ecierce. What 1 tried to do some time ago, vis.
to fix a positive amd fruly sciontifie basis for the study
of law, 1 alzo intend to e for the study of literature.

The determinativn of those mental laws, as applied to
educalion and inslrustion, i one of Lhe highest aod noblest
aing of seience and koowledee; and I shall be glad, if
I can in any way conleibute towards the altaiment of
that cod, as far s lics in my modest powors.

Diresht, 1904, H. C. MULLER,
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FIRST LECTURE.

Comparative Literature.

INRTRODUCTION,

There exists a2 very good book ou Comparative Tifera-
ture, written by Hulcheson Macaclay Pospell, M. A,
Barrister-at-law, andl  formerly  professar of classies and
English litersiure in University College, Auckland , New-
Zealand , anthor of »The higlories] method™, ete. It Tias
becn published in London by Kegan Pael, Treoch & Co.,
18946, ,8Should the present applieation of historieal scienee
wlo liferature meet with gencral approval — he save in
whbis preface — the establishmenl of chairs in comparative
elitersture at the leadiog wpiversithes of Greal Britain,
pAmorten . and the Auwstralinn colonies would do oooeh
ot secure fhe steady progress of Lhis vast sludy , which
pinust depend on the cogperation of dnaay fcholure. The harvest
plruly is plenteows, but the lobourers . ws yet, are e

In his llmt chapter Me Poenetl apswors the question :
What ax liternture ? His vongh sdelinition s that it copaists
of works which, whether in verse of prose, are Qe hawdi-
erafl of imagination ealher thaoo eelleetion, aim b fhe

L Bestdes Mr. Pospett, we ean mention Dr, Koeh in Derling
Mr. Rogael in Bern. the Iate Joseph Toxte in Frooee, L. Bets
in Zirich, and some others, liot the whale soience 18 still 4
faire™, and Br, Posnett's work, thongh very valuable, ia only
# beginning. T refer also to the Journal of Comparative Litera-
ture, whizh is published in New-York [(by the department of
cowp. liter,, Colnmbia College).

2
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pleasure of the greatest possible oumber of the nation
rather than instruclion and praclieal effects, and appeal
t general rather than specialised  koowledge He then
sliows , wilh many examples from varions languages, the
soeinl and physieal relwtfvity of lileralure, that iz to say,
how it i counecled with, and depends upon the age, the
manners and eustoms, the climabe and seenery, the soeial
life of the different anthors. t

The third chapler describes what Mr. Posnetl calls ,the
priveiple of lilerary growlh™, viz. the progressive deepe-
ning and widening of personality in liteeature. In  the
movement of civiliaalion, . movement by no means regular,
but often spusmodic, bacl and forwaed , forward and back,
though oo the whole Torward — personal claraeter comes
W sland oul more and more distineily from the general
erowd , and  the bighest evolution of clinvnefer is, where
every inilividual in fhe entire gronp stands oot in elesr-
ent persomality. This evelulion of character inelodes the
weners]l movemenl and very evolulivn of lilerature. 2

Now, whal 18 (le method AMr. Posnelt follows o his
seperal stedy of literature? He eonsiders the gradue! expan-
spn of sociad e, from clan te eity , from eily to naiion,
from Dbath of these to eosmopolitan humanity , as the pro-
per order of all sludy in eomparalive literature. There
are ofber stzodpoiote — he adde — profoundly interes-
tine, from which the art and eriticizn of lilerature may
also be explained ; that of physieal natare, that of animal
lifi. Hot from these alone we shall not sce far into the
sperels  of literary workmanship. ® 80, hiz whole book is
divided into: con Herature (lbe clan groap; eardy choral

L As a Frenel proverb sayz: oOn duit juger lea Sorits 'apris
lenr date.”

=P T0—=71 1t wonld be very foteresting to work ount thie
theory. Take for instanee Goethe's works, and Byron's. Thers
is o preab el of charaeter, that is to say personality, in both;
amdd gtill, wany passages and many ideas belong to their time,
and to their time only

3P 86 Mr, Posnegt’s point of view iz very interesting, In
the latter part of our 10 century it i impossible to izolate
the individual from his fellow-brethren, from the whaole of
society in which he lives. A social age, 8o 1o say, is approaching,
in which individusl stady amd the study of Individials will
HSHIEME 1 New I,'hllul‘l\clmr.
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song; personal elan poctey ; the clan and oatues), the sity
commonirealth (thy elty eommonweslth group; elan survivals
in the city commonweslth, pociry of the eity common-
wonlth), and world-tteratere (the individunl spirit in world-
literature ; the social spirit in world-literatore ; and world-
liternture in India and China), Al the end of his book he
deals with national fiterature, a subject of which there is
now sueh an inleresting revival inoall parts of Europe.
He msks: ,whal is natiowal lierature? Aud he devotes
a special chapter both to yman™ and to yoature’ in pationsl
literature, Finally, be remarks in his splendid geonclosion™,
that literature is o very serious Lhing, which ean become
marally indifferent only in ages of morel indiference,
Whether men like it or oob, ileir litcrary offorts at ideal
beauly in prose or verse must invelve ideals of human
conduct. !

If T may ventnrc b0 wmake o romark of my own, 1
should sax that My, Poepett’s freatment of eomparative
literature is perhaps somelimes Lo psocial™ (iF [ may vse
that term}. This can be shown very cleacly p. 95, where
the awthor refors to the well-known warks of de Laveleve
and Sir Henry Maing, on the eommon ownership of land.
But the subject is so important and so immense that it iz
impossible 1o survey the lield from all points of view.
Comparalive literature i o pmt of antheopology, as all
anthropologists will admit, it iz elosely connected with
art and with stadies in acl, not ooly with the art of
poetry, bur also with usic, with the art of painting,
with architecture, and so on, it enn be considered from
a mersly aesthetic point of view, or from o bistorical and
philosogliical standpoint: it is the proper sludy of man,
ghomo sum, nihilgque bhumsoi a we alienum pule’™ ;o
short, it is as important as its carlier sisler, comparative
philolegy, amnd perhaps wore eomprehensive. Why slmu!d
phoneties be studied all over Burope, and especially
Germany , and comparative Nteratire be neglected? Are
the English dialeets, and dialeet study in general, more
important (han the dialeets of the cteronl laoman mind ,
as shown in the prose and poetry of eenfuries® The difli-
enlty of the subject ought uol to diseourage us; it is quile

1 P, 291,



