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PREFACE.

REDERIC DU PRE THORNTOXN was born in 1841 at

. Wendover in Buckinghamshive, where his father, the
Rev. Bpencer Thornton, was Vicar, and receaved his edueation
at Brighton College, Ile commenced the study of Arabae in
1880, when he first visitod Eeypt and Palestine, following
the method which he reconvnends in his #¥rst Reading-Bool:,
namely, *to begin by cending alond, from a book fully
pointed, with a Moslemn whe is acenstomed to recite the
Qur'an (Corfin} in pubhic prayer”  From 1830 to 1892 he
was almost confinnally in the Kast.  As Mrs Thorntow, who
accompanled her husband on all s Jonrneys, writes to me ;—
“He was very quick at languages and thought muoch of
correct pronunciation, so that during several visits to Egypt
he had one of the students from the University Mosque al
Aghar, Cairo, to read Arabie with bine  His whoele thoughts
and time were given up to his projected Series, and especially
to the Arabie Grammar, as he fond so many in Egypt, Avmy
officers and missionarics, who did not care to go to the expense
or labour of learning the larger and more difficnlt Granmars,
We visited twice the Jebel Haurdn, the ancient Bashan of
the Bible, and found it a most intercsting country to travel
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m, and the Druse people very hospitable, especially to the
Fuglish. My husband's idea in visiting Iudia was to find
oyt about the Moslems there, and whether they spoke Arabic
much amougst themselves, which does not seem to be the
case. It is only used there as the Sacred Language"” Mr
Thoruton was acquainted with most of the leading Arabists
w this country—Profossor William Wright, a portion of
whose dralie Reading-Bool: (Williams and Norgate, 1870)
he read with the author; Professor W. Hebertson Smith,
Professor Ton Keith-Faleoner, Sir Charles Lyall, Professor
D. &5, Margoliouth, and others. My friendship with him
bezan, I think, in 1895 or a little afterwards, and we
corresponded pretty reguliely until his death, which took
place in January 1003, bestdes meeting now and then to talk
over the work on which he was cngaged. I have pleasant
recollections of the hospitality shewn to me by Mr and
Mrs Thornton on several pecasions when [ stayed with them
at Westgate-on-Sea, as well as of the enthusinam with which
Me Thuroton wonld diseomrse on his favourite topics.  Few
can have known Wrights Graminar so porlectly as he did,
and though the present volmne bears witness to his minute
accuracy and to the systematic thoroughness with which he
entered into the sinallest details of exposition, only those
whom he consulted or who helped him in his work can have
any eonception how much theught and labour it cost him to
produce.  He was trying to improve it almost to the last
day of hiz fife.

This voluine, howaver, does not stand by itself. It was
Mr Thomton's intention to cowpile and publish an Arabic
Series, based on the Coran, which should enable the learner
to get a good working knowledge of the lnnguage without
the necessity of constantly referring to other books.  Of this #
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to Wright's masterly, but to beginners somewhat perplexing,
book ®* ; to which enquiry he made reply, ‘ There are two
difficulties : to know what to put in, and to know what to
leave out. Ten years later I determined to make the
attempt, ‘putting in" all vequived by the grammatical
analysis (then as now in manuscript) of my First Reading-
Book and, so far as could be, " leaving out’ everything else;
for 1 supposed that a rnle would only be needed, if the
Reading-Book's Arabic text afford an example in illustration ;
and I hoped by retaining Wright's section numbers that
my abridgement might become a table of contents to his
Grammar. [ had sopplicd lists of omissions to Professovs
W. B. Smith and de Gocje with a .view to thelr being
remedied in the forthcoming 8rd edition; and such omis-
sions as [ subsequently discovered bave been placed in
this book nnder the heading of * Note,” so that my trivial
additions stand markedly apart from (my abridgement of)
the scholarly text.”

Mr Thornton then goes on to speak of his Hlementary
Arabic: First Heading-Hook, to which reference has been
wade above, calling attention to the fict that all its words
appear singly in Parts 1 and LI of the Grammar, and all
recur later in phrases to illustrate syntax. As he observes,
“it may be said to supply almost without exception my
Grammar's examples” The remainder of his Conclusion I
will quote entire,

——— =l —

* A Gmmmar of the Arabiz Dongioge transiated from the Gertnan of
Caspari aud edited with numarous additions and eorrections by W, Wiight,
LL.D., late Profeawcy of Arshie in the University of Cumbridge. Thied
edition revised by W, Roberteon Smith, late Profiseer of Arabie in the
University of Cambridgs, and M. J, de iocjs, Professor of Arabie in the
University of Loyden. Cambridge: at the University Press, 1846,
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“From a biographical sketch of M. 8. de Sacy written
in October 1805 by Professor Hartwig Derenbourg, Titulaire
de la chaire de Silvestre de Sacy & 'Eeole spdeiale des
langnes orientales vivantes, I borrow the following:

Ta grammaive arnbe de Caspari, le livre de classe qui, depuis
L1B4E, o'a pas cessd $'étro mis cntee les maing des dléves dans
des rédactions latine (1548), allewmande (1859, 1806, 1276, et
1887), anglaise {[362 et 1874} ot frangaize (12850), tient le
milien entre los tendances des deux vivaux. “FElls s'appuie,
dit M. Fleisgher, aur Sacy et Fwald, et cherche seulement, avec
guelques rectificatious et additions que j'al fournies, & réunir les
qualités de l'un et de l'autre.... La gramwmaire de 'ancien arabe
ne progressora yealment dCune maniére sensible que le jour ol
cun ¢Obd, on eomparern ol uppr'l’ur]nrﬂ avie uwe balanee de pré-
cizion lez philologues orvientaux répartis dans Jes diverzes écoles,
ol oi, dautre part, l'on soumetcra les matériaux secumulés dans
lowrs plus vaecllents traitéa b voe coguéte approfondie divigée
dana la sens de notra ]inguiabiql:ﬂ,“

Dans cette dernibre direclion, c¢'est & peifie si nouz avons
dépassé ls premitre étape, franchie d'un ses] bond par le jenne
Ewald, alors presque 8 ses débuats,  L'édition anglaize de Caspari,
par AL Williain Wright, onvre senle guelques Gchappées suv
Fhorizon enecre incartain de la philologie sémitique comparde,
La fvwmmeive de la lengue peabe qui) dans ses diverses frans-
formations, continne & porter le nom de Caspari, se recommande
eb 4 véussi surtout i eause de ron ordonnance harmonieuse: point
de dérogations an plan général, chaque regle & sa place, pas de
redites, pas de doubles emplois, une sobriéed dans les Louws de
phicase n'lexclunny pas la clacts, une clartd obtenne sans redondanees
visguses et sans vaines amplifications, Cest un peu terre i terre, of
eeln mavque dessor; mals s Pimaginaton o'y trouve pas son
compte, L ralson est pleingment satisfuite par ce Lhomond de la
Tanzue arnls,



