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AS A TRIBUTE
TO THE
Ewerey, Formicnr aky PUBLIC SrielT
or
CAPT. DANILEL G, PURSL.
PRESIDENT oF THE Savansad a¥D Tyeng RAILROAL,

Manifesied in the grand enlerprise which has linked the Forest
Citv to Tybee Tland—the Sonth's Leng Branch—uith bands of
sieel, this Hitie shefcl T dedicated with the esfeem and friendship
of

THE AUTIHOR,

SavarNal, G, December, 1836,



[HE SOUTHS LONG BRANCH.

A& MacmiricEnT SEASIDE  RESORT — ATTRACTIONS FoOR
STRANGERS, RECREATION For ALL—A Sumser REsonT
WITH ALLUREMENTS Fok Wintir Tovrists—A Sguton
oF Tveee lscaxnn, Ga., 1238 MIiLEs FROM Savassan,
AND 18 MirLes o THE EXTREME Souruery Exp—
Histarical INCIDENTS — REMINISCENCES — FORTIFICA-
Tioxs—PreTuresouE SceNery, Pure Water, PerrroT
Draimace, AvrLie Hoten Accovaobations—A Hann-
Roap FEOM THE Forest CiTy, THE SEaAPORT OF TIE
EMPIRE STATE oF THE 30UTIH, TO THE Sea—A Groax-
TIe ENTERPRISE CONCEIVED AND SUCCESSFULLY AdCou-
PLISHED Wy  Cartain [0 G Pukse, a Proauxexy
CAapPrTanistT AnD CITIZEN OF SAVANKAM.

B, H. Ricniarnsox,

Within the past twenty years, particular attention has been
directed to the South, especially in the North and the West; and
hundreds of thousands of the representative people of these sec-
tions have been attracted to its sunny clime in search of recrea-
tion and health, and parteularly 30 winter, from adesire to escape
the rigors of their own climate. Naturally, this annual inflow of
strangers has acted as a stimulus upon the Southern people, and
with the purpose of encouraging it they have exerted their best
efforts,
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The tide of travel has been particularly directed to Georgla
and Flarida, and Savannah, the chief seaport of the Empire State
of the South has been the Mecca to which thousands of these
pilgrims have wended their wav., While hundreds have re-
mained in that lovely city but a few davs, thousands move have
been charmed by its picluresgue beauty and have  lingered
longrer.

For health sechkors and tourists low eities offer greater attrac-
tions 1n the South chao Sovannaly, with its bovely sguares and
parks, its monements, its handsome churches, its supech Art
Crallery and  Histovical Society  Fibrary, Hospitals, Tafirmarios,
Masonic Temple, Odd Fellows Hall, and other Society Hallzand
Military  Armories, sl 1 85 not surprising, that willo its equable
chimale, s unsurpessed trans porto oo faeilities and its grand mar-
ket, rom whichare supplied not oaly the products of Sovthern
goil, luxuries of its waters such as fish in every variety, ovstors,
clams, crabs, and slheimp, bul e chodcest, articles of the North-
crnand Wesicrn mackets,  Savanouah, therefore, is popular
with those sceking bealth and veercotion. Wieh all these ad-
vantages, however, there was something lacking to fill the full
measure of the desive, not alone of the srranger, but those to the
"mannect horn”

New York has her Long Branch, New Jersey her Cape May,
Maryland her Eastera Shore, Rliode Tsland Licr Wantuclzer, awd
Savanaah, egually fornate, scorcely readized that she had at her
armt’s length, aste were, an Island with attractions and resources
copable of development that would compare favorably as a
pleasure resort with any of the places named. It remained for
an enerpetic cllizen, a man of broad views, nerve and deter-
mination, o grappie the situalion, conceive {lie scheme from
which would be evalved o ]J].‘-ifl {ive IJli]ix[ng thie respurces of this
island, and develop it ioto a vesoct that would prove atiractive
alike 1o the summer health awd pleasure seekers aearer liome, as
well as the tourist and iovalid from the bleal North, This
man was Caproin D0 65, Purse, and what he has secured 1o the
peaple of interior Georgia and her sister Southern States, who
seek the sea coast during the summer for health and reercation
as well as for the enfeebled invalid, and the wealthy pleasure
tourist from the North o winter, is told briefly within these
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pages. in which narrative the writer has endeavored to present
a truthful yet graphic description of the " Long Branch of the
South,”

TYLEL §slLAXNID,

Tybee, far famed, delightful Tybee, whose shoves are laved b]."
the bounding bitlows of the broad Atlantic, is the most important
link in the chain of islands which fringe the South Atlantic coast
from Charleston to Fernandina.

Itis at the entrance to the harbor of Savaonah and within its
road-stead vessels find safe anchorage during the most twmultu-
ous storms,  In 1874 the island first came into prominence as a
lashionable seaside resort, and grew rapidly in favor, and it would
have been to-day, what it is hoped to make it in the near future,
but for want of perfect connection with the main land.  This
drawback is being rapidly removed by the Railroad now in
process of construction, connecting the Island with Savan-
nah, which will reduce the time of the trip frem two hours
to thirty minutes,

THE SETTLEMEXNT QF THE ISLANL,

The most carcfal rescarch has faled o fig detipirely the cxact
time of the settlement of Tybee, but it would appear from the
best information that at an carly period in the life of the Georgi
colony the Island was peopled, thowgl not very thickly settled.
[t is highly probable, however, that it was ocoupied a shorn
time previous to the settlement of Savannah by people rom the
neighboring South Carolina Islands.,

TIHE FIRST THAYER ON TYRELE.

Omne of the mostinteresting and node-worthy incidents in connec-
tion with the history of Tybec is that upon its soil the Rev, JToln
Wesley, the founder of Methodism io America, ottered lis first
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prayer in Georgia, Every reader of history will recollect
what was called " the great embarcation” from England which
left the port of Liverpool in December, 1735, Prominent among
that company were John Wesley, David Nitschmann, 5r., a vener-
able Moravian Bishop, who had suffered persecution, imptis-
anment and almost death in Germany, and who was now leading
(another colony of Moravians tojoin their brethren already settled
near Savannah. It wuas indeed a rare company. They had
Leen cutfor fifty-scven days, crowded together in small ships,
when their hearts were gladdened by the sight of Tybee; they
felt thar their long and dangerous voyage was ended, and
disembarking safely on the Island immediately their hearts were
uplifted in thankfulness to the Creator for the preservation ot
theirlives. What o spoetacle it must have becn, that the beach
at Tybee presented on that calm Seoday morping in February,
1735, when the Rev. John Wesley, surrounded by these people,
who were secking in the new world relicf froen oppression and
persecution, and the enjoyment of their relipious convictions,
on bended knees and with bowed heads, gave utterunce Lo
words of adoration aml thankfufness 1o the Almighty, who had
safely brought them " to the haven wiere they would he.”

THE LI RIS,

As carly as 1933 a light-house, to rise ninety fect above the
surface,—was by direction of General Oglethorpe, beguon
near the tiorthern end of Tybee Island, and a puard was there
posted. It was intended for the guidance of vessels entering the
Savannah river, Moore informs us that “this beacon was to be
ewenty-five feet square at the base, ninety feet high, and ten feet
each way at the op”

It was to be constructed © of the best pine, strongly timbered,
raised upon cedar piles and brickwork round the bottom,"

He adds that, when finished, it would be " of good service to
all shipping, not ouly those bound to this port, but also to Caro-
lina, for the land of all the coast for some hundred miles 15 s0
alike, being all low and woody, that a distinguishing mark is of
greal consequence.”
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Much delay occurred in the completion of this strocture, and
appropriations were made from time to time, during the colo-
nial epoch, for its repaiv, A plate of this tower is in the Public
Recaord office in London, and a smalt engraving of it miay be seen
at page 88 of Harris' Memorials of Oglethorpe,  In the course of
time this beacon fell unto ruin aned was, in later days, supplanted
by the substantial light-house constructed under the auspices of
the General Government,

THE ESUAPE OF GOVERNOR WRIGHT,

It will be remembered that after his eseape under cover of
night by way of Bonaventure fram Savannah, Governor Wright
took refuge on board the British fleet then lying in Tybee
Roads. Subsequent to the demonstration by Barclay and
Grant, in March, 1776, against the rice-laden vessels lying at
the wharves at Savannah, and when the expedition had
returned to its anchorage at the mouth of Savannah River, Gov-
ernor Wright, the officers of the feet, and the King's soldiers
frequently went ashore on Tyrbee Island and utilizred for their
comfort and enjoyment the houses there situated,  This the Re-
publican Council of Safity determined to prevent by the destruc-
tion of those edifices,

Accordingly, an expedition consisting of riftenien, livht infan-
try, volunteers and a few Creck Indians—led by Archibald Bul-
loch, on the 25th of March, 1775, made a descent upon the Island
and burned every house except one in which a sick  woman anid
several children were found,  Two marines trom the feet and o
Tory were killed, and one warine and several Tories were cap-
tured. Although the Cherokee man of war and an armed  sloop
kept up an incessant fice, the * Rebel” party,—consisting o
about one hundred men—sustained no loss, and returned to
Savannah in safery having fully exceuted the prescribed mission.,

After the capture of Savannah in December, 1778, by Colonel
Camphetl, the British constructed a fort near the light-house on the
northern cxtremity of Tvbee Island, It was an carth-work,
covered now by the site purchased by the United States Govern-



