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PREFACE,

In this little volume I offer fo the reader a few
“ Sketches of Jewish Life and History.”

The firat two stories contain lustrations of Jowish
life in Litheania, giving an insight into the character
and domestic circumstances of s large class of people
very little known in thie country. As s native of
Lithuanis, who has aléo seen something of the world,
I may be pardoned perhaps for feeling myself some-
what qualified to describe scenes of this character.
The reader will find, [ hope, that I have treated
my subject impartially and withont prejudiee. I have
purposely wsed exprossions here snd therc that are
peculiar to the Gernan-Jewish dialect, especially such
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as are interesting on account of tradition and custom.
For the general reader I have given the necessary ex-
planations either paranthetically or in marginal notes.

“ Rabbi Elchanan, a legend of Mayence,” iz very
popular with the Tsraelitea all over the world. There
sre some historical truths, I'think, at the base of this
gtory. A son of Habbi Gerschon, surnamed * the
Light of the Exiles,” the predecessor of Rabbi Bimeon
of Mayence, was abducted by the Romish Clergy, and
a prominent elergyman actually did embrace Judiasm
a few years sfterward. The legend of Rabli Elcha-
nan evidently makea of these two persons one, and takes
the time moet convenient for ita purpose.  In the plan
and personages of this story I have tollowed somewhat
the renowned German novelist Leopold Compert 3 but
I have changed entirely the expression of sentiments
and prineciples.

The historical sketeh of “ The Fall of Bethar and
. the Martyrs,” I publiched in the Jewish Times two
years ago; but 88 T have been assured by my friends
that it waa then read with great interest, and that a
few historical enggestions given deserved the notice of
scholars, it is, with elight alterations and corrections,
reprinted in this hoolk.
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The last story of this volume, *The Converted
Noblemen,” is an elaborate deseription of an histori-
eal incident of the middle of the eighteenth century.
The Jewish commuuity of iy native city, Wilna,
commemorates every year the martyrdom of the
Noble Convert Potozky on the second day of the Feast
of Weeks, and has in it manuseript prayer-book an
especial prayer for that purpose. The  Pear-tree ™
on the grave of that convert Is pointed out to the
Jewish yonth even at the present day. The family of
Potozky's friend Zriemby, has produced many learned
Tsreelites since the conversion of their noble aueestor,
and exista yet in Holland, where it is held in preat
reapect.

The reception that the public muy wecord me in the
present instance will, if snfficiently encouraging,
prompt me to procead with the prepuration of a work
of more importance and greater interest.

Tumn Avreor.
NeEw Yoex, March 25th, 1673,
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THE SINGER'S REVENGE.

THE MISER AKD HIS STTRENAMPE.

I LIAKOM, surnamed = $%he Fly,” was a well-
known citizen of Osbmiana in Lithuania He
was known to be a richk man, and had aeqrired

the unenviable reputation of being the greatost
roiger in the commnnity.  Ha not ouly inyariebly rafoged
to help an mifortunata brother ; but even luvished abuses
, on such as dared to apply to him for assistance,

A renowned preacher once eame to the eity of Oshmiana
#nd deliversd a most editying and instroctive lectnre in the
synagopite.  'The fullowing day he called oo the richest
members of the community requesting some reward for
his trouble, They received him with great respect and
opened their purses liberally. He called also on Eliakom,
but the miser alzmmed the door in his face as soon as he
heard the object of his visit. This was more than the
lvgrned man ecould well endure, and the consequence was
an anncuncement that * the renowned preacher of Kelm
has consented to stay another week in Oshmiana, and he is
going to deliver a seannd looture noxt Sabbath afternoon.”
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The ecommunity wae delighted with the intelligence and at
the appointed time, the synagogue was crowded.

Nor were the good people disappointed in their expecta
tion ; the lecturer excelled himself on that oceasion. Hin
text wae s vii, 18, in which verse Egypt 18 likened unto
a fly and Asayria unte a boe. He preached on the sins
which caused the destruction of the Temple at Jerusalem,
and metaphorically compared the (wo valignt nationa with
two different courses of action.  Aswsyria, which is likened
unto a bee, illustrates the actione of thore who, if they some-
times do any good, do not perform the action with proper
diseretion, or balacce it by aceowpanying evil. Like the
bee which prepares honey and wax for the benefit of hu-
man-kind, but pursnes ita work with unbecoming noise and
sometimes even atings the raan before he is permitted to
enjoy what was prepared for him.  Mizraim, which is com-
pared to s fly, dlustrates the actions of such men as extraot
from the community whatever benefit they can, but render,
it no ervice in retnrn.  Like the fly which bites man and
drinke his blood ; but is of no serviee to the worll The
behavior of the bee is frequently very reprehensible.  Man
often save to it: “ I want neither thy boney nor thy sting.”
But the fly is beyond & doubt the more obnoxious of the

two. Buch are the two great cnemies of Isrsel.  Assyria,

the beo ; that is good actions aceompanied by some evil,
und Egypt, the fiy, that is evil without any ‘sccompanying
govidat all. Bewure of the last, of Mizraim the fly!

To this effect the moan of lore continuwed illustrating his
ideas with innumerable passages trom the Talmud. The
audience were delighted with both preacher and sermon,



