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PREFACE

THE object of the present work is to provide
a complete and careful translation of the
whole of the great Babylonian inscription
containing the Laws of Hammurabi, and to
bring together in a brief form all the known
facts connected with the period of Babylonian
history to which it belongs. As, moreover,
many 'persons will be interested in tracing
out the dependence of the Mosaic Laws
upon the Babylonian legislation, a chapter
has been devoted to that subject. Quite
independently, however, of its service in
discounting arrogant claims in regard to
the originality or excellence of the Jewish
Pentateuch, the Code of Hammurabi is
destined to be of the utmost value to the

student of the history of civilisation, and the
ix
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evolution of Semitic Law., [t may even be
found eventually that the influence of the
Babylonian Code extended beyond the
Semitic boundary, and that it has modified
the legal ideas of distant peoples; but as
yet it is too early to verify any such
suggestion. In any case, however, the age,
the extent, and the remarkable state of
preservation of this venerable monument
of antiquity combine to entitle it to the
respect and consideration of every thinking
being.

The following pages do not coruscate
with ingenious speculations upon the origin
of the Hammurabi dynasty, as the writer
totally fails to see that that has anything
to do with the legal enactments. It may,
however, be mentioned that some scholars
have claimed that certain of the swccessors
of Hammurabi bore names which exhibited
grammatical forms foreign to the Semitic-
Babylonian tongue; and they have argued
that his dynasty must therefore be of foreign
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origin. One school is anxious to connect
the line with Northern Arabia, the other
with Canaan, and both adduce linguistic
reasons for their choice. Without entering
into these precarious hypotheses, it may
be sufficient to remark that we have no
evidence whatever as to the grammatical
peculiarities of the Ilanguages spokem in
Arabia or Canaan during the era of Ham-
murabi—that is to say, before 2000 B.c. The
idioms of Arabic and Hebrew may have been
very different at that early date to what they
became in their classical periods. Further-
more, in most countries proper names exhibit
uncommon or obsolete grammatical forms,
for the simple reason that the names are
handed down through several generations,
and thus are really relics of earlier modes of
speech ; so that the unusual form of some
of the names of Hammurabi's family may
eventually prove to be of this character, and
there will be no excuse for doubting the
Babylonian origin of his race. Leaving
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such conjectures on cone side, however, it can
hardly be disputed that the Laws themselves
manifest their specifically Babylonian erigin.
They contemplate a country with a numerous
settled population, where the art of writing
is in common use, where agriculture is asso-
ciated with irrigation upon a large scale, and
where ships and navigation play an important
part. These points are cnmhimci in no other
ancient Semitic land ; they can only be
referred to Babylonia. Mere questions of
dynasty are consequently irrelevant. The
legislation is only intelligible as a product of
Babylonian soil; and as Babylonian culture
was of ancient date, and was entirely derived
from the still earlier civilisation of the Akka-
dians, who themselves appear to have had
codes of law (see Appendix C), it seems quite
unnecessary to insist upon the obvious fact
that Babylonian jurisprudence is prior to all
other Semitic law or custom of which we
have any certain knowledge.

It will, further, be observed that the ensuing
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chapters are not besprinkled with the name
of * Abraham.” The reasons for ignoring
this worthy are stated in Appendix B.

In regard to the question of chronology,
the author has, in Appendix A, quoted all
the evidence that exists for determining the
date of Hammurabi. It will be seen that
this evidence does not enable us to fix the
exact year of that monarch ; but it is sufficient
to indicate the general period at which he
flourished.

C. E



