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PEER GYNT,

INTRODTICOTION.

Toe publication of Drand, in March 1866, brought
Ibsen fame {in Beandinavia) and religved him from
the immediate pressure of poverty, Two months later
the SBtorthing voted hiw a yeorly “ post-pension ™ of
L2090 : and with this sum, 2aa be wrate to the Minister
who had been mainly inatrumental in forchering bis
claim, he felt  his fobore assured,' so that he conid
henceforth “ devote himszelf withost hindrance to his
calling.” This firat glimpss of worldly prosperity, no
donbt, brought with it the lighter mood which dis-
bnguishes Feer rynt from its predecessor. Lo eall it
the gayest of Ihsen's works is not, perbaps, to say
very much. Iis esbive, indecd, is bitter enough ; but
it iz pot the work of an unbappy wan.  The character
of Paer Geynt, and mapy of hia adventores, are con-
ceived with onmistakable gusto, Pome passages
even bear witness bo an exuberance of animal spirils
which reminds cne of Ben Jonsoo's saying with regard
to Bhakespeare—* aliqmando suflaminandus erat®
Tho summer of 1866 Lheen spent at Fraseats; in the
Palazzo Gratios, where he lived * most comfortably
and cheaply.” He found Fraseati and Tusculum



wviit FrEER GYNT.

“indescribably delightful” From the windows of
his study he could see Soracte, © rising isolated and
beantiful from the level of the immense plain . . .
the bottlefield where the chief enpagement in the
warld's history fook place.” So he writes in a letter
lo FPaol Dotten-Hanzen, and immedistely afterwards
proceeds @ 4T ghall soon be selting to wark in pood
carnieat. I am ghill wrestling with my sabject, but T
kmow that T shall get ibe opper hand of the bruts
before long, and then everything will go smoothly.”
But was the play hero veferred to Peer Gyni? Per-
haps nof. From n letter to his publisher, Hegel,
written three months later, we lenrn that ot that time
he was still turning over severel themeain his mind, and
that one of them dealt with the period of Christian I[V.
of Denmark. Tt is in a leller to Hegel, dated from
Home, Jonoary b, 1867, that we find the firsl un-
miztakable reforence to Peor Gywir “Now I must
tell you that my new work is well onder way, and
will, if nothing untoward happens, be finshed early
iz the summer. I is to be a long dramalic posm,
having as s chick hgurc onc of the Norweglan
peasaniry’s half-mythieel, fantastie haru&s of recend
times, Tt will bear no resemblance to Brand, contsin
no direet polemics and so forth. I have long had the
subject in my thonghts ; now the eniire plan is worked
vut and writhen down, und the first pet begun. Tha
thing grows as I work at it, and T am certain thal yon
will be satisfied with is.”

Two months later {March 8} the poem has “ad-
vanced to {he middle of the second act.” On August §,
he sends to Hegel, from Villa Pisani, Casamicciols,
lschia, the complebe manuscript of the first three aels,
and writes : * T am curions to hear bow you like the
poem. I um very hopeful myself, It may interest



