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PREFACE.

Tue family of e Wyrhale is descended trom Matthew,
High Shedll’ of the County of Glouweester, in 1235, 1t
enjoyed high privileges and immunities in the Loynl Forest
ol Dean,  This s asceriained [rom an ancient manoseript,
now in the possession of a descemdant of the family still
resident within the precinets of the lorest.  The same MS.
goes o1 Lo say, “itis a circumstance somewhat particnlar,
that we have nul any one deed or paper extant in whicl the
mame of Jenkyn is to be found, nor any in which any one
of this family surmame is mentioted for as inuch as thirty-
three yenrs provioos Lo the time assiogned for his death, the
last being n deed in 1436, roon Staunton to John Wyrhale,
bis predecessor.  We cannot, therefore, help belicving that
all the papers and deeds, which belong to onr little bistory,
have, by some accident, passed into other hands and beon
lost. It is probable, that when Jenkyn died, be was not an
old man i for in 1167 we find a John Wyrhale, the swe-

cegsor of .]l:llkj"li, e, A tomdl in Newland (rllllrciljfunl,
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which is in the limit of the ancient forest, has a man cut in
stone upon it, lying on his back at his length, having a lion
wnder his head for a pillow, aml a hound at his feet. Tron
puints are leaded in round the figure, and the inseription

wlich is on the two sides under the cornice, is a8 follows :

“ere Iveth Jenk, Wyral -
Giod hiave merey on us

MDLXYIL®

—

Mr, Aikins, in his “ History of Gloucestershire,” de-
ciphers the characters to be as follows :

*1leve lyveth depkyn Wyrsd, chief forester in fee,
A braver fellow never was, nor never will therve b,

An ancient monument, with a male and female figure cut
in free-stonc, occupies one side of a chapel, or chantry, in
Newlmd churel, in memory of Sir John Joyee and his
dame ; and a tradition is haonded down, that & Joyve lived
in a small religious house, or hermit’s cell, in the vicinity of
the village. The foundations of the honse still exist, but
the moat was filled up only ten years ago—it may be yet
casily traced.  The fomily of the Joyces were anciently in
possession of Clearwell, or Clurewall, in the same parish

of Wewlaml.
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Far whylome be loul bovn o donglay Kadght
Az any one that livel s hos daies,
And proved oft in many perilloos fha,
OF whiels he rrace and glovy wonne ulwales,
Ao du all battles wore away the bakes ;
I Bcinnge sagewe allamhil with bimcly age,
Aol weary of tee world's wiegquict wajes,
e beok Deimeedl oot ks hermitase,
Tr wehich lie livenl sl like enrelesse bird inocame,

Spessen.  Casto v,
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