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PREFACE.

PropapLy photography is to-day the most pop-
nlar of hobbies. Indeed, the camera has come
into such geneval favor that we may scarvcely
speak of photography any longer as a hobby, as
a study or amusement delighting any speeial or
limited elass. Nowadays everybody takes photo-
graphs — who ean get them; and sun drawings,
after having been a great povelty, have taken
their place among the pleasantly familiar things
of every-day life.

A eritical Englishman onee said that he would
like photography heiter if it were not for the
pictures.  The vemark was doubiless intended as
a rebuke to the people who, in their eageimess
for the pictorial vesult, forget that phetography
is o scienee, and as a science requires carefnl

sstudy and o elear nnderstanding of the optical

" and chemical Iaws npon which it has developed.
I will admit having seen photographs that
- made the Englishman’s vemark seem almost rea-

= sonable ; but I do net count mysell among those
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who think that in photozraphy the picturves are
i secondary consideration. It is not by phote-
eraphy as an ineident in the study of chemistry
that my affections have been stolen, but by pho-
tography the mirror of nature, the handmaid of
the artist.  We all love pictures, and we can love
them without hating opdics or chemistry.

At the same time, it 1= to be remembered that
optics and chemistey are photography’s etymo-
logy aml grammar, amd this heok 18 addressed
partienlarly to those amateurs who, while they
acquire theiv chief pleasure from the pietures as
pictures, have suffieient respeet for the study
amd o strong enongh purpese toward good werk
to seek real knowledge of the elements of photo-
graphy.

1 have sought to convey this knowledge in
every-ilay latguage. I shall frighten no one with
AIK(S0..12H,0 when I mean alum. In the
story of the earlier chaprers I have endeavored
to sketeh the primavy prineiples of photography,
In the chapters following arve hints which it is
to be hoped the amatenr may find to be a prac-
tieal aid in his Dome gallery, in the field, and o
the many artistic applications of modern photo-
graphy.

Many veaders of my phetorraphie articles have
asked, " What sort of o ecamera shall I get?”
This puzeling guestion and others not so puzzling
I have tried to answer in the vight place, Within
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space so limited it is pogsible only to sketeh the
chief and more familiar processes, awl I make no
apology for omitting mmeh in the way of for
mmlas, ete., which the heginner may wish to seck
when he has ceased being a baginner,

Thanks are due to the publishers of the Clen-
tury, St. Nicholas, Harper's Founy People,
Wide Awake, and the Adwmerican Amatewr Pho-
tagrapher for Kind permission to mnse ecertain
illustrations appearving in this volume,

A. B

BrookLyvy, Sepe. 1, 1805,






