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PREFACE.

HEN did books first conee o
be Baynt in Ewugland by the
comnzen feigean, and ik

s Me last boal te D¢ oso treafed P

This is the sort of guesiton it occirs

fo a ralional curiosity, bud it 15 pust

this sort of guestion fo which @ is
aften most Jifficudi te find an arsiver.

Historans are gomevally toe engrossed

with the Jftarls af  bactivs, all as

drearily shutlar Lo oue awether as
seenes of wenreler wnd ropine sl of
necessity e, to spare o glinee for te

Jar brighter and more Tnstructive ficld

of the peutations or of He progress of

mamers. e follszoing woork Is an
aflemp! o sepply the deficiency on Uis
particuler silpect.,

&



vi Preface.

I ane endebicd to chance for having
directed e fo the interest of book-
burping as an episode in the lustory
af the world's wramners, the discursive
allusions to it in the ofd numbers of
“ Notes and Queries” Junting to me
the desivability of a more spstemeatic
tode af treatment.  To biblisgraphers
and literary listorians I conceived that
such a work miglt prove of utilty and
tnterest, and possibly serve fo others as
e enlroduction and incenitve fo a
brandy of eni litcrary history Hat is
not without its fascination., But [
must also eien te o less unselfish
motive, for I smapined that nol twrih-
et @s reward of delight would be
o lemtporary sojonrn amtong the books
wiltich, for v boldness of wtlerance
or wnconteniional opruions, were not
anly wot reccived by the best ltervay
sociely of therr day, but were with
prnominy cxpelivd from if. Nor was
I wwrong i oy caleidation.



Preface, vii

But could [ imipart or convey the
same delight to others 2 Clearly all
that I oondd do cwas to fnvite Hene lo
enter on the same road, nyself only
subserving he lwnble functions of a
signpost. [ eould averd mercly cont-
piling for them a bibliographical dic-
tronary, but [ conld not treat al
lengtl of eaclt offender in iy catalogue,
without, in 3o exhausting my subject,
exhansting at the samte fime ay
reader's patience. 1 lave tricd eve-
fore to give something of the Ilife of
their history and 2imes fo the awthors
with whom I came fu contact ; lo casi
a little Hght on the idiosyncrasies or
misforiunes of this one or of that;
Butl fo do them full justice, and fo
enable the reader to make their compicte
aaquaintance, iow twas that possible with
any regard for the laws of literary pro-
portion? Al I conld oo was to aim at
something less dull than a dictionary,
baet sonetling far siort of a listor).



viii Preface.

I trust that ne one will be either
atiracted or alarmed by any anticipa-
tions suggested by the title of my book.
Aithonglh primarily a book for the
lbrary, £ 13 afso one of which no
draiing-room fable need be the feast
afraid, ff 1 lave found anything
fnomy condemned anthors wlich they
wonld lave done better to lave left
ansard, I lave, in weferving lo HNwir
Jorfuncs, felt wnder sto comprilsion o
refroduce thelr mediscrefions.  Lnd, in
all of them put fegether, [ doubt
wliether there €5 as much to offend o
seriepaclons fasle as in many o flatfer-
day novel, the dedm of which to the
fistinciionr of duraing s offen as
fncdispilable as the certainty of s
regrcttable fmmnnily frowme that fiery
but fitting fate.

The custom [ worite about sugresis
some obvions reflections on the mnta-
Oiledy of onr national manners.  Was
the wwiesdem of onr ancestors veally so



Preface, ix

mucl greater Han owr own, as many
profess fo belicoe P If 50, 1t s strange
with how mach of that wisdom oe
have learnt to dispense. Owe by one
theiy old eustoms fave fallen away
Srome us, and { fancy that if any
mentleman contd come back to us from
the seventeentl century, fre wwonld be
fess astonished by the novel sights fe
wondd see than by the old fanuliar
sights fie would wmiss. He wonld see
no one standing in the pillory, no
one being burnt af o stake, no one
betng © swam” for witchoraft, no one's
veracily berng fested by foviwve, and,
above all, no hangman burning books
at Cheapside, no unfortunate autiors
betng flomped all the way from Fleet
Street to Westminster, The abscnee of
these things would probably strike hium
more thaw even the railways and the
telegraph wirves.  Returning with lis
old-woorld tdeas, fie wonld woender Ntow
life and properiy had survived  the



