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PREFACE.

i —

TaE present work is the ¢ Owiline’ rather than the full
exposition of the subject upon which it treats. And it
is an outline of the Methwl of investipation rather
than a colleetion of any specilic results. Morcover, 1t
iz awork on General, or Thevelopmental, mather than
upon Comparative, Philology.  In the latter brauch of
study there iz po want of valuable works, and a fair
amount of well anthenticated and generally reeognized
details. In respeet to the growth, development, and
@ fortiori, the origin and general character of Lan-
auage, there are fewer works, fewer reeopnised facts,
fewer trustworthy principles of eriticism, and, not un-
naturally, much more speenlation.

The two prineiples whicl, in the present treatize,
have carried the writer farthest ave—(1.) That of
beginning with the languages of the present tiwe, and
argwng from them backwards, i, from the more
familiar to the unfamiliar, from the more certain to the
less uncertain. Theoretically, then, the best langmages
to begin with are those in the most advanced state
of development; inastnuch az they bave the longest
history, and, as a rule, the greatest amount of material
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vi PREFACE.

for its investigation. The language, however, which
everyone best understands is his own, whatever it may
be: and this is really the starting-point in every
philolagical investization, either actual or possible.
To an Englishman, the difference fortunately is unim-
purtant, because his langnage is both the one which he
knows best, and the one that Lelongs to the most ad-
vateed stage of development. I s, always, it may he
said saler Lo argne n this way, e, [om the known te
the wknown mther than sice versd: and there is o
donbt It that such is the ease. There are degrees,
however, in the danger or difienlty of reversing the
process : and if there is one subject of human knowledge
which is more dangerous and diffieult to investigate
& preiori A amother, thal sulject iz Lbe prowth aod
origin of langnage,

(%) Thesceond point is the neceszity of looking more
closely to the iden than to the expression of il The
former is the thought itself, the latter the sounds by
which it i= commuicates] to the person spoken to.
The thought is the s:me throughout all languages and
i every stoge of each.  The manuer, however, in which
it clothes itsell in words or syllables differs with the
eonditions of time and place.  Ina word like * yéypada”
and & combination Like * § hewe weitten, the expres-
gion is different both in the form and the prineiple of
its formation.  Dul the aden 12 the same, viz, that of
a ecrtain action done in thme past, but eontinued in its
actual or pozsible operntion np to the times of speaking,

or time present.  In like manner the differences Tu=



FREFACE. vii

tween one and more than one; between male and
female ; between time past, time present, and time
future ; between certainty and eontingency ; between
being an agent and being an object in an action, are
universal. Of the comhinations of sounds that express
them the name is Legion. With the idea, then, so far
as we have a clear eoneeption of its mature. we have a
certainty and a unity ; with the guoise it may take in
languape we have any amount of variety.

In the familiar terms Person, Voice, Nunber, Crse,
Tense, Gender and Mood, we have these mental concep-
tions not only recognised as such, but elassificd, named,
and defined, converted, so to say, into eategorias. The
sions of them are their Tnflections. Whal those are
taken by themsclves, is tanght as Ftymology ; how
they stand to one another, we learn from Syomlax.  Of
these two divisions it is only the former that deals in
single words,  In Eiymology, moreover, it is the chief
questions which are commected with the Inflections.
There are other details in this division besides ibese ; but
Inflection gives us the most imporcant of them : and to
sea our way Lo the origin and struetnre of this is to get
an adequate eonception of the most diffieult problem
in Language, save and except the mysterious one of its
earliest infaney and origin—and even this, when the
general charncter of its later history is known, iz no
illegitimate subject of speeulation,

That the vast majority of Inflections originated as
separate and independent words, first combined as com-
pounds, and subsequently maodified in form, in import,
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of in both, may safelv be assumed as the dominant
opinion ; so that the extent to which they are redocible
to clements of this kind is the leading question in the
present investigntion. These elements we are hound to
geelk, though we may fail to find them. Nor are our
duta wholly inadequate.  There are three stagesin the
development of Langnage which are generally recog-
aised, and for which we have ihree (perhaps four) cur-
rent names—the Analytic and Synthetic represented,
in different degrees of progress, by the languagres of the
Inclo-European elass, the Aggfutinate, and the Mono-
sylloelie. Any pretenee to exhanst the defa thns supplied
is oul of the question. A short general view of the
charaetors of the Lhree stages, with an exposition of the
chief materiale tlul serve for the Mlustrifion of each of
them,and an occasional 1ostanee of oo Inffeclion reduced,
or shown to Le rodueille, toits olements, is o8 much as
the writer, ina shoct work like the prosent, ean attempt,
and he donbts whether he eoulid do mneh mare in a
lurger eme. It is with these lmitations that he wishes
Liz book, though it bears o somewhal mnbitious title,
to be read. It is te the principles of the processes by
which langunges are changed, wather than to the
changes themselves, that he cldefly refers. Lo the way
of detail he limits himself to those that may serve as
examples or Hlustrations, These he selects as he best
can ; aud when they either illostrate a rule; or explain a
conditivn of thought, he makes mweh of them—some-
times, perhaps, too much, Dot this is abont all that

can b done sately,
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