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PREFACE.

“ Hacts are stubborn things.”

TaE memoirs now offered to the reading public
were written some vears sgo, and a few coples
printed for private cireulation. A revised
edition of these memoirs s now made public,
beeause I find that few, if any, cutside the
immediate eirele of Captain Dalfon’s descend-
ants, are aware fhat Robert Orme, the Indian
historian of the eighteentl century, transferred
a great part of the contents of the MS. journal
kept by Captain Dalton, during the last few years
of his service in India, to hia History of the War
it India, which appeared in 1763. Much of the
eredit that develved npon Orme for his historical
production was reully due to Dalton, and it is
because this faet still remains unknown that I
now publish the military memoirs of my great-
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crandfather, who supplied the historian with the
minnte details which characterise a great part of
the first volume of a work which went through
four editions, and has supplied the foundation-
stone of all subsequent works relating fo the
transactions of the British in India a hundred
and thirty odd vears ago.

I have no wish to detract from the fame of the
mighty dead. I merely wish to do an act of
justice to the memory of a brave and single-
minded soldier, who, I am quite sure, desired no
public acknowledgment of the favour he con-
ferred upon the historian, by furnishing him
with the interesting chromiele of the stirring
military events which took plaecs in Southern
[ndia between 1750 and 1754.

Sueceeding generations of biographers have
pxpressed their admirstion of Orme’s historieal
powers. Here are two specimens :—

‘“ Few historians,” says Chalmers,  have
connected the events of their story with more
perspicuity or relafed them with more concise-
ness,”’

“ (Urme, infertor to ne English historian,”
wrote Lord Macaulay, ““in style and power of
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painting, is minute even to tediousness, In one
volnme he allota on an average a closely printed
quarto page to the cvents of every forty-eight
Lours.”

The lynz-eyed Macaulay saw, what other bio-
graphers failed to diseover, the digerepancy in
style in parts of the Indian historian's work.
Had he known, what the reader now does, that
Orme had fitted in whole extracts from Capiain
Dalton’s Indian journal inte his < History,”
weaving the whole together with the dexterity
and ingenuity of a first-class parlour-fire histo-
rian, he wounld not have wondered at the minute.
ness, which is more in keeping with a daily
Journal than a history extending over many
years.

Agmain, Sir John Maleolm, who knew, from
Orme’s own letters to Clive, that the historian
sent his proof-gsheets to Lord Clive for correction,
and received maps and much valoable informa-
tion from that great soldier, does not appear to
have been aware of the existence of Dalton's
Journal, nor of Orme's wholesale extracls
from it.

“ No apology,” writes Maleolm in his Life of
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Clive, ** 18 necessary for adopting his (Urme’s)
narrative, which, in its very minuteness, is as
interesting as it 1s Instructive.”

During the last twelve months of Captain
Dalton's residence in India, Orme was absent
from that country, having returned to England ;
Clive was also in England ; so that Dalton’s
journal, recording, as it did, the chief events in
SBouthern India during that stirring year, was
peculiarly valuable to a Instorian. If it be
thought nuprecedented to disclose the secrets of
a historian who has been long-dead, I may quote
a preciscly mmilar ease.

More than 250 ycars after Holinghed's
Chrondcles appeared m print, a MS. jonrnal
relating to the siege of Guisnces, and written by
Arthur Lord Grey de Wilton, was discovered in
an old box of deeds at Oulton Park, Cheshire,
and was found to coinecide, nearly verbatim, with
the account given of that siege by Holinshed in
his Chronicles of fingland and Scotland. Holing-
hed mever montioned who furnished him with
this interesting journal, which he transferred
wholesale o his history ; and, on account of this
silence on his part, a member of the Grey de



