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UNION RAILROAD STATION.

CoxmitrEE oN THE D1aTRICT OF COLUMBIA,
House or REPRESENTATIVES,
Thuradicy, June 12, 1908,

Present: Messrs, Babeock, Mudd, Jenkins, Mercer, Smith, Pearre,
Wadsworth, Morrell, Blackburn, Stewart, Cowherd, Norton, Sims,
and McAndrews.

The committee met at 10.55 oclock a. m., Hon. Joseph W, Babcock
in the chair,

The Crarasan. Gentlemen, of course it is understood that this
meeting is called to take up the so-called union station bill, and Mr.
Green, the vice-president of the Pennsylvania Railroad Company, is

resent, and as he wants to leave the eity as soon as possible, we will
ear him first.

STATEMENT OF ¥R. JOHN P. GREEN.

Mr. (zreEN. Mr. Chairman and gentlemen, ! presume that the
eommittes certainly must be st least generally familiar with the ques-
tion presented by the bill. It isx not a new one, except ao far as the
question of a union station is voncerned. The question of loeation
of the railroad stations in the District of Columbia has been before
different committees of the House and Senate for thirty years past,
It was thirty years ago when I first came here to talk about it, und
it has been uﬂied uhout pretty much ever since; so that the committes
have the advantage of a genersl understanding as to what the merits
of the question are.

As far as the special bill No. 4825 which now comes hefore you is
concerned, I do not think 1 can define the position of the ruilroads on
this matter any better than by quoting the language of the chairman
of the Senste committee, He sa}’suﬁmt this proposition does not
come from the railronds, They are satisfied mtE their present condi-
tion. But when the question of tuking up the trucks on the Mall is
considered, it is appreciated that the Mall was laid out for the pur-
poseof forming & great approach to the Capitol, and that it iz impos-
sible to conesive any adequate treatment of the capital park system
without freeing the Mall 3rorn the tracks.

When this situstion was placed before the president of the Pennsyl-
vania Railroad, which is the rond T have the honor to represent, he
replied after careful consideration that while he did not desire any
change, yet he realized that if Washington is to bave the proper develop-
ment of & capital city in the true sense of that word and as originalry
projeeted the ruilways must leave the Mall, and that he was willing
to concur in any adjustment of the matter which would be fair to the



i} UNION RAILROAD STATION.

stockholders of the company. From an economical standpoint, it is
but right to say that the terminal charges at the proposed union sta-
tion will be increased from 40 cents to §1.20 a passenger ear without
any corresponding increase of passengers.

e Crargdan. Will you not please make that clear to the commit-
tee, the increase of your expenditares?

Mr. GrerN, Owing to the increased cost and capacity of the bnild-
ing and the increased foree to run it, the cost of the actual administra-
tion of that building will be $1.20 for every passenger car that comes
into it; and I beg to say that while that might seem a high price, yot
in 5t. Louis, which has even a larger station than is proposed here,
the cost is pearly $8 a car; so that you can see that the chairman of
the Senate committee is well within limits when he states that $1.20
will be the actual cost of administering this union station.

The Cramman. Under the present situation, with several stations,
can you atate the cost of administering them?

Mr. GrEEX. No, sir: but I ean say that the cost is far less than it
would he with one large station. In other words, it is easier to run
iwo comparatively small stations than it is to run an enormous union
station, just as it i easier to run two houses for two separate families
than it is to put them in one great house and attempt to run that. As
# matter of house cconomy 1 think that most of the members of the
committee will recognize that s true.

The CrATRMAN. ]%Ees the charge include the bridges

Mr. (zREEN. No, sir; that is the charye in the station.

Mr. Cownerp. The hridge belongs to the same persons.

Mr. GreEx. No, sir; [ am speaking of the station charge. You
know the St. Louis station, and you know that you have {o walk about
half @ mile it you want to bave your baggage checked. I mean that
everyvthing of that kind seems to increase in almost geometrical pro-
_pnrt.fcm. %t is enormously expensive, one of the most expensive things
1n the world, to run s large pussenger station.

The CramrMan. You consider it undesirable on aeccount of the
additional expense !

Mr. Geeex. Thisis not a question of what the railroads may desire.
The public have an interest in that question that is as important as
that of the railrouds, and s0 far as onr Pennsylvania Railroad Com-
pany is concerned, we have never stopped at incressed cost if it
secured increased wecommedation to the public. 'We believe that is
the way to run railroads, especially when the work connected with it
is what you might call a semipublic duty. Therefore, without read-
ing turther from the report, 1 would say that our feeling toward the
‘question is not & mere inancial one,

Whaen the Pennsylvania Railvoad eame here, the first question that
was discussed was, awny buck in 1872, whether the comprny would
furnish to the vity of Wushington and to the people of the country a
‘proper passenger station, and I remember very well that Colonel Scott
said, * Yes, we will do that:” and the station that was put up at that
date was on a par with the best stations we had on our line.

The station at Lancaster, Pa., was taken us the model for this station,
which has long since become utterly inadequate to do the buginess. It
is wot disgraceful to us, beeause it is not our fault, but it is almost
disgraceful to have a station like that in the city of Washington,
crowded and jammed so that no one, either man or woman, can sit
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there comfortably or go in or out comfortably; and we reslize that.
But while we have been anxious, and would have been glad to make
that station one that would be a credit to us and to the city, yet, for
the reasons known to the gentlemen of the committee, we could not.
We have used every foot of the Mall that we had the right to occupy,
but the enormous rievciopment of the South since our road came into
Washington and the enormous passenger travel between Florida and
the North have simply made that station & flen-bite compared to what
it ought to be.

Then, when the guestion came up of getting suitable ground in the
Mall, another matter came up in which you gentlemen here in Wash-
ington are more elosely interested than anybody else ean he—that is, the
absolute necessity of removing the grade crossings in the city. It is
too late to discuss that as a policy. It is the policy of the world, and
it is the policy which has controlled in England ever since railroads
began to be built; hut it is only in the last fifteen or twonty years that
the railroads in this country have realized that it is to the interest of
themselves as well as of the public that the grade erossings shounld
be abolished.

‘That is & difficult question here, and it is only a short time ago that
the engineer commissioner of the District set himself to work, after
we had thrashed over one scheme and unother, and a plan was found -
for doing away with the grude crossings. Thut was provided in the
hill of 1594, which reguires an expenditure of 83,000,000 on account
of the Bultimore and Potomae Bailroad, to carry it into effeet, count-
ingr the Long Bridge which is a part of the scheme. Therefore, when
that became a law, and the Baltimore and Ohio bill became a law, we
thought that the question was settled, and we went to work to rebuild
the railroad.

It was after thut bad been done that we understood that the people
interested in Wushington and its prosperity thought that the original
Flan under which this Mall had been laid out uught- not to be departed

rom, and that if a very extensive passenger station was put upon that
Mall, and the business of the country north and south was brought
into that station, practically the question of removing the railways
from the Mall was settled, {iecnuse it would hardly be right for any-
body, for even the Government of the United States and the city, to
waste the amount of money that it would require in the future to get
rid of that station.

Therefore when that knowledge came to us, first, T think, through
a commission that has that matter in charge, and afterwards through
the Senate committec, when they came to us with the guestion, ** Wil
you be willing to bave the present legislation abandoned and to have
a union station together with the Baltimore and Ohio Hailroad?” it
wag only then that we felt that after all the question was not settled,
and that, like Banquo’s ghost, it was up again,

But the policy of the Pennsylvania Railroad is as far as possible to
meet the wishes of the people of the cities through which it Tuns, and
I am only saying what 19 sound business sense when I say that. for it
can not prosper unless it hus the cordial support of the cities which

ive it traffic. Thercfore in Newsrk and New Brunswick, and ever

rge city between Philadelphin and New York, we are spending mil-
lions of dollars to do the very thing that i to be done here—remove
the grade crossings; and so far as terminal stations are coneerned, we



