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PREFACE.

Tars little book professes to be wothing more
than a reprint of a szeries of letters on the
Russian Famine, which appeared in the London
and Proviwcial press during last winter as
Reunler's Specral Serviee.

I was told that they had attracted some
attention, and that their repuoblication as a
book might be aceeptable.

By the kind permission of Reuter’s Tele-
gram Company, and partly at their suggestion,
I am now able to present these letters to the
public in the form of a scparate work. They
were written under many disadvantages, and
may leave much to be desired from the pout

of view of literary workmanship. Une merit,
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vl Preface,

however, they have; they give a trathful and
unbiassed account of what I saw.

[ ecannot refrain from seizing this oppor-
tunity for publicly expressing my gratitude
to those Russian and English friends, to whom
I am zo deeply indebted for advice and assist-
ance during my journey.

To the Russian official anthorities 1 also
feel deeply grateful. 1 was never once inter-
fered with or molested, and always experenced
the greatest kindness and readiness to impart
wformation and afford facilities,

Finally, | must not omit Lo register my
thanks to DReuter’s Telegram Company, to
whoge initiative and ecnterprise I owe one of

the most intercsting episodea in my life,

E A BREAYLEY HODGETTS.

[*amis, Moy 1802,
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