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PREFACE.

Iv etmpiling this littdle Mpoual an endeavour has heen
made to place within easy reach of the toorist a brief
sketch of & few of the stitring events which have taken
place in the district during the last five eenturies, along
with notices of some of the more prominent individoals who
have taken part in them,  The Dbest autherities on the
subject bave been consulted and generally followed, but
whers I have seen cause to differ from them, I have given
my reasons for deing 2o in the Notes. The information has
been mado as full as the Hmits of the Work would permit,
and although much has been left out which might huve
been recorded, the vesder will find & consideral:le amount
of information not previously published in any local work.
The routes clhosen, apart from their historical interest,
present scenery of aliost unequalled grandenr and beauty.

In eonclusion, T wke this opportunity of thanking all
those iriends who have in any way assisted in what to me
hias been & pleasant task, wore particulsrly, Mr. Hew
Morrison, F.8.AL, Seot, to whom [ am specially indebied
for ltis most painstaking and judicious revision of the proof
sheets amd willing counsel in every diffiendty.

I would also heg to express my obligation: to Messrs
Black & Johnston, who kindly placod st my servies the
us of their valuable collection of local works, aned for thenw
eare in the production of the Wark.

W, COUTTS.
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’—[“H}:.. Crey or Drecoiy i eituated on the north bank
a) of the river South Lak, and cousists of one prineipal

street, with others couverging.  Its length from
worth to south-east 13 aboat one mile, amd its breadth is
about bhalf thar distanee,

ts origin, like most other burghs, is involved in ween
1r|.|£|.:l|.1‘it.:r'_. bt it appears to have Teen a IIL'H.'L!- of zome note
as early as the tenth centary, aml it 45 not improbable that
it liad Deen the seat of the Pletish government Tefore that
perioil.

Kenneth LE i believed to have vesided lLore, amd the
ictish chironiele states that the king gave the great City
of Brechin to the Lord i a0, 876

The icts wers converted to Christianity somewhere
ahout an, 560 by the preacliong of Colmnba,! amd b s
() 11.|E|m1:| able that the o Llllh‘t,.h, i I\..J.]L]l. ez, mude B dreclin
one of their seats of learning shortiy after that date.

st Nindan, the patven spint of Breclin, Aenrisled about
the elose of the fourth century, and built tlie first stone
adifice erected in tnis comntry for the worship of God.
He is styled by the venerable Hede ®the most reverend
Bishop and holy man of the Britisl nation;” bat there is

v Siwon Chawn,
i
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no record of his ever having even wvisited che sity thut
afterwards adopred him as its patron saint.

Brechin was burned by the Danes about 10147 after the
battles of Barry and Alwrlemno, where they wers defested
by Maleobm IT.; Tut they would appear to bave kept pos-
session of the city, for in the following year a great battlo
was fought between a fresh host of Danes (who landed on
the eoast of Buchan, in Aberdeenghive) and the Scots unide
Maleolm, in which both apmies sslfored so deeadfully that
they willingly listened to the offers of the priests to mediate
a peace, which was conclisled upon the condition that the
Danes should leave Moray aml Breohin ;* that oeither of
the nations, during the lives of Malealtn and Sueue, shonll
sttack the other in war: nor should the one give as
gistance to the encmies of the other; and thet the feld
on which the battle had Leen fought should be consecrated
to the burial of the dead,

Previous to the middle of the twelith centary therve is
little of & reliable nature in the form of history. We can
but faintly trace through the glomm the pioneers of the
Cross battling with the superstatious rites and eeremontes
of tha idolatrous inhabitants of Caledonia, who clung, with
# fondness not altogether vnknown in medern times, to the
eztablished beliefs of theiv forefathers. Towards the iniddl-
of the twelfth century, however, the mist hesing to dis-
appear, and history becomes clearer and more relinble
David L, whe reigned from E124 to 1133, rebuilt the
monasteries which had gons o decay through age or had
been deatroyed by the ravages of war, besides foonding

! Thia dlate is generally given aa 1012, but it could mof have leen
in that year, as nearly all historians pgres that it took ploce after
the Battles of Barry and Abeclemno, and that these babtles soere
fought after Bueno nsurped the English throne in 1013

? Buchanan's Hiafory of Seofland, wol. 1, po 320,
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a mumber of new ones  To the six bishopries which
previoualy existed he added four—Ross, Brechin, Dunkeld,
wd Dunblane ;! and in order to provide for the support
of these Sees, he veduced the suceeading kings almost
to poverty by consecrating the greater part of the royal
lands to the support of the monks,  He was eaid to he
Yane salr sanct” for the erown, To the Bishop and
Caldees of Drechin he granted the right of market on
sumdays,  This right was contirmed by William the Lion#
who retgned till 1214,

The Culdes abbot had before this become secularised,
and was seanetimes styled Leod the Abbot, but often only
Leod of Breehin,  He was one of the lay londs who accom-
panied the king, and was not mnked with the clergy.
Devonald, Ahbot of Brechin, witnessed the confirmation of
Turpin, Bishop of Brechin, 117280 and about the same
e sifted certain lands (o the monks of Arbroath® for
the “sweal” of his fother, Sampson. Briela, priore de
Brechin, Gillefali Keldi, and Mathalan Keldi, witness o
chartar, 117898, John wase Abbot of Breehin in 1219 ;5
amwl with Morgund, his son, who sucesedod lim, the race
of the Culdee Abbots of Brechin disappears.

From this time till che death of Alexander, there is Hittle
of importance to notiee, dus probably to the destruetion of
the Scattish records by Edward 1,

Tmmediately aiter the desth of Seotland’s hest king
Lezan the contest hetween Bruce and Baliol and the inter-
vention of the English monareh, which ended in the placing
of Baliol on the throne and Edward being acknowledgzod
Lord Paramount of Seotland, and a solemn surrender made
to him of the kingdem by the nobles and elergy.  Baliol

1 Buchanan'a fistory of Sratfand, val. 1, po 351,
i feg, Ep, Heeching vol. 1, pod. A Ik, vol, ii., p, 265
b frege of Arlroath and St dndrews, ® Feg, Ep, Breelin,, vol. v,
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was no sooner placed on the throne than lie was made to
feel the humilinting positfon in which his servility T
placed him, and his endeavour to chyow offt the Enclisl
yoke brought Edwanl with & powerful army into Seotlaul,
where, after taking the fortresses of Berwick, Dunbar,
Eslinbuzrgh, and Stirling, he marched apon Forfar, where
he heard Baliol then was  Meeting with no opposition,
he eame to Montrose, from wlich he went to Kincardine
Uastle, and vemained there during the night of the 11th o
12th of July? Ie then proveelwd north as far as Elgin.
but meeting with no traee of hiz enemy he retnrned to
Rineardine Castle on the Znd or 3vd of August.  The
following day he crossed the Novth Fsk at the King's Ford,
and was met by Baliol at Stracathre, where the unhappy
Seottish monarch tendersd his submission, A few days
after he signed his abdication in Broechin Castle, 1206.*

Abont this period aroze the champion of Seottish liberty,
sSir William Wallace,  He vizited Brechin in the following
year, and after a Lriel sivge wrested the Castle from the
Englich, and partly destroved it.  The Bruce must have
honoured the city with a visit in 1310, as, by a charter
dated at Brechin on the 4th of Decemnber of that year? lie
pranted certain privileges to the Chareh of Brechin,

The privilege of market, granted and confimed by re-
peated charters, appears to have been disputed ; but a new
charter was granted by David IL in 1363, stating that
the whole merchants inhabiting the City of Brechin had
free ingress and egress to the waters of the South Esk and
Tay, for carrying of their merchandize in boats and shipa,
upon paying duty accustomed, and that notwithstanding of
any grants to the burgesses of Dundeo and Montrose, who

' Buchanan's Moy of Scotlund, vol. 1., p. 34,
* Memorinds af Argus cnd Mearns, lab Eid., po 83, I ope 125,
b Regr, Fp Breching, vol 1, po B My vl i, pe T



