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PREFACE.
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A PREFACE, in the usual style of prefaces,
to the Works of Sir Charles Hanbury Williams
would be unnecessary ; perhaps, in more senses
than one, even impertinent. The simplicity of
his character, and of the character of his wrnit-
ings, present formidable obstacles to the prave
ceremony with which those portals to new and
unexpected publications are generally raised,
and set at noonght the customary arrangement
of their usual cumbrous decorations. A literary
career without labour, and a political life with-
out intrigue, furnish fittle ground for narration,
and less for conjecture; and common-place
criticism coald with difficulty find employment
on the works of one who drew solely from the
sparkling sources of s own lively mind and
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temper. - Something, however, is due to the
memory of this accomplished persen, and much
indeed from the Editor of the following sheets
to the eminent persons through whose gene-
rosity he is enabled to lay them before the
public. It is in this place ooly that these
duties can be properly discharged.

The Author, then, was the third of the five
sons of John Hanbury, of Pontypool Park, in
the county of Monmonth, a descendant of the
ancient Worcestershire family of his name, and
representative in several parliaments for the
city of Gloucester, by Albine, daughter of John
Selwyn, of Matson, in the latter county., He
was born in 1709, and having completed an
education of the best sort, which commenced
at Eton, made the usual foreign tour with all
the profit which might be expected from his
genins. These advantages, which at that time
were eeldom bestowed on younger sops, arose
from a circumstance of some singularity,
through which he became possessed of a



vil

considerable fortune in his childhood. Charles
Williams, of Caerleon, his father’s neigh-
bour, having killed & person in a fray, fled
to the continent, and, having on hig return,
many years after, received from Mr. Hanbury
that friendship and countenance which his mis-
fortune had probably induced others to deny
him, bequeathed to the young Charles, to
whom he had heen godfather, the most part
of his property, to the amount of more than
seventy thousand pounds, conditionally, that it
should be laid out in the purchase of estates;
and that the Jegatee should assume the surname
and arms of Williams. This gentleman died in
1720, and Charles, who returned to England
when he eame of age, eomplied with the con-
dition ; fook possession of the purchased
estates, and of others which his father had
bought for him ; and in 1732 married the Lady
Frances, youngest of the daughters and co-heirs
of Thotwas Earl Coningsby.

His father died in the following vear ; and he



