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PREFACE.

Tris historical sketch of Columbia College and its
associate Schools was prepared at the requesi of the
National Bureaw of Education in Washington., The
history from the foundation of the college to the year
1845 is essentially that written by the former President,
Dr. N. F. Moore, and printed in 1846, For the period
from 1845 to 1355, the chicf source of information was a
continuvation of [r. Moore's history by Rev, Beverley R.
Betts, Librarian of the College.  The article on the School
of Law was furnished by Professor 1. W, Dwight, Warden
of the School ; that on the School of Mines was obtained
from documents issued by the School, from the records,
and from information furnished by the several Prolessors:
that on the School of Medicint was taken mainly from the
historical sketch of the College of Physicians and Sui-
geons, N, Y., which appéared in the general cutalogue of
that colluge published in 1866. Thue article on the Col-
lege Library is the article on " Columbia Coltege Library,”
by the late Librarian, W. A. Joncs, Esq., puhlished in the
University Quarterly for January, 1871, as abridged and
revised for this sketch by Prolessor Drisler: that on
library of the School of Mines was prepared by Mr. John
F. Meyer, Librarian and Registrar of the School. The
article on Cabinets and Collections was compiled from
inventories of the several departments in the hands of
the Treasurer, and from information obtained of professors
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in charge. The Financial Statement is from the last
annual report of the Board of Trustees to the Regents of
the University of the State of New York, for the year
ending Sept. 30,-1873.

Such parts of the Sketch as bave not been accounted
for in the above statement, have for their authority docu-
ments issued by Lhe college ancd ies several schools, and
the resolutions of the Doard of Trustees,

Inan Appundix will be found Lhe miginal charlér. of

the college and the Acts of the Legistature of the State
of Mew York relating to the collepe.

J. H. VAN AMRINGE,

CoLuMera ColLREGE, N. Y., July, 1876



NOTE.

Tue statement O pages 40, 5o thal the wnnwity oF S50, granted
by the Siale’ for five years, was discontinued on the expiration of
that peried, is & mistake. Before the expiration of the peried named in
the fiest Act, a second Act was passed continuing the annunity for @ further
term of two years, h

On page 73, in mentioning the division of cerlain chairs, it should be
noted that, at the saamwe time, the chair of the Greek and Latin Languages
was divided inga twe, viz. ! that of the Greek Language and Literatuee,
which Professor Anilgn rl:[u."lll.ml, meed ilent of clee Vaabin T.rmg‘u-.igﬁ'nnd
Literature, 1o which rdjunct Professor Dirisler was promated,

To the statement on page 8o that the chair of Constitutional Histery
and Public Law has not been 6lled sinee the death of Dr. Licber. shoubd
be added thal, in the spring of (878, the chiair of Hislory, Folitical Scienee,
and Interoateonet Taow was created, i Professor John W, Hurpess, AL M.,
elected to fill it. A similar statement should be added in the account cf
the Law School on pape 84.
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COLUMBIA COLLEGE

AT what period the design of establishing a col-
lege in New York was first seriously  entertained
does not appear.  The earliest intimation that has
been discovered of any such design “is cuntained
in the records of Trinity Church. From them it
appears that as carly as the year 1703, the Rector
and Wardens were directed 1o wait upon Lord
Cornbury, the Governor, 1o know what part of
the Kiug's Forme, then vested in Trinity Church,
had been intended for the collegre which he de-
syrncd to have bl "—d didlross dedfvered bofore the
Adwiwn af Col. Cofl. by T O Haore.

aome such plan was thought of agamn, i scems,
in 1729, during DBerkeley's residence i this
country ; and when disappointed as regarded Ber-
muda, he sought to transfer the establishment
which had been intended for that island to * some
place on the American Continent, which would
probably have been New York."—Clawdler’s Life
of Folnson.

But Berkeley's benevolent design having alto-
cether failed, we find no mention of this subject
until near twenty years alterwards, when several
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laws of the Colony were passed for raising moneys
by way of lottery, towards the founding of a col-
lege therein; and Bishop Berkeley, in a letter of
August 23d, 1740, to Dr. Johnson, who resided
then at Hartford, in Connecticut, says: “ For the
rest, | am glad to find a spirit toward learning
prevails in thuse parts, particularly New York,
where you say a college is projected, which has
my best wishes.”

The earliest nt the laws just now alluded to, re-
ceived the Governor's assent an the 6ih of Decem-
ber, 1740, nnd was entitled ¥ An act for raising the
sum of two thousand two hundred and fifty pounds,
by a public lnttery for this colony, for the encour-
agement of learning, and towards the founding a
college within the same.”

Other similar acts [ollowed, and in November,
1751, the moneys raised by means of them, amount-
ing then to £ 3,443 185 od, were vested in trustecs.
Of these trustees, ten in number, two belonged tos
the Dutch Reformed Church, one was a Presby-
terian, but seven were members of the Church of
England, and some of these seven were also vestry-
men of Trinity Church. These circumstances—
the known sentiments of this large majority of the
trustees—their well understood, and very natural
desire, that the proposed college should be con.
nected with their church—might sufficiently



