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PREIFACE.

FTAIY never opened that fingular and
valuable folio volume,—Barlafc’'s An-
tiquities of Cornwall, firft publithed in

1764, and again, with a few additions,

in 176g, —without feeling a curiofity and defire to
examine the original monuments therein deferibed,
and to pay a vifit to a land which the uncorsifh
reader of that work pictures to himfelf as lirerally
ftrewn with folemn cromlechs and hoary circles, all
popularly known as memorials of the giants of old.
And when, a few wecks ago, the exigencies of {um-

mer led us to Penzance, and to the realization of
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this wifh, it occurred to me that it might be worth
while, at the fame time, to give an account of the
condition in which the antiquities noticed by Borlafe
now remam, If 1 did nothing more than identify
what are preferved, and difcover which of them are
deftroyed, a record of the refult would, I thought,
fave trouble, and be ufeful to the future inquirer.
Under this impreflion, I dotted down the brief notes
collected together in the following pages.

The tafk of identification, excepting in a few
inftances, was, however, no eafy matter. Borlafe
generally only mentions the parith in which a monu-
ment was found, not the exa& locality ; and none of
the writers on the fubjec, fince his time, have fup-
plied further information. Some of the antiquities
alfo are now known under different titles, fo that the
pofition of only a{mall proportion of thofe defcribed
could be afcertained by reference to any acceflible
{ources of information,

The chief of all that has been attempted is to re-
move this difficulty from the path of any one who
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may defire to inveftigate thefe antiquities more fully.
But notes on (everal of importance hitherto unnoticed
are Iadda:d;; new views are fuggefted relpedting the
probable ufe of the cliff-caftles and what have been
generally termed Druidical holed ftones; and, with
perhaps equal rafhnefs, an attempt has been made to
remove part of a veil beyond which lies hid a curious
epifode in the hiftory of the laft traces of the ancient
Cornith language.

The Land’s End Diftri& having been anciently
the chofen Land of the Giants, as is afferted in our
folk-lore, it was a matter of curiofity to trace what
now remain of the traditions refpeéting them. Such
traditions not unfrequently prove ufeful in literary
veftigation, and all thould be carefully preferved.
Thole which are here given have been derived from
fources of unqueftionable purity, and have not been
fubjected to the cunning hand of the improver or
adulterator. Great pains alfo have been taken in
every inftance, where any fpot has been named after
a giant, to afcertain that the title given is or was the
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real provincial appellation. In a few years fuch

inveftigations will be fruitlefs; for the traditions linger
only in the memories of the older people. The re- |
fults of the inquiries now made, if they prove '
nothing elfe, will fhow how widely fpread was the
ftory of the giants amongft the ancient inhabitants of |
Weftern Cornwall.

Oftoher 4th, 1861,




