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PREFACE TO FOURTH EDITION.

N presenting a new biography of Stephen Girard

the writer has considered that a few words in ex-
planation of the various reasons prompting his work
may not be amiss, and as these reasons are best set
forth through a short consideration of already existing
memoirs, it is proposed here briefly to refer to the
latter.

The first attempt at a biography of Girard closely
followed his decease in 1831, being the work of
Stephen Simpson,' a former clerk in Girard’s Bank,
whose probable motives in its conception and produc-
tion have been elsewhere adverted to in the body of the
present work. Itis sufficient here to say that this
narrative shows such garbled, perverted, or wantonly
misstated facts that a mere casual reference to its
inconsistencies and flat self-contradictions will perhaps
quite fully justify the re-presentment of the subject
in a more reasonable light. But its author has gone
further, and, not hesitating to rely upon himself where
his investigations failed to supply the desired mate-
rial, has produced a work whose inaccuracy and

} Biagraphy of Sephen Girard. By Stephen Simpeon. Philadelphia, 183m,
Reprint, King & Baled, oy Bansom Street, Phitadelphia, «867.



S PREFACE.

patent malice is the more regrettable since it contains
otherwise sufficient truth to have naturally formed the
basis of the majority of subsequent sketches. Its
author has himsell confessed that, save for the gener-
ally known acts of Girard's life, he has chiefly relied
upon public gossip! although he usually fails to
mention his authorities, and clsewhere uses liberally
his position of clerk in the Bank to lend a factitious
impaortance to his work as the personal observations
of one in close daily contact with his subject. The
present writer 15 indchted to the oldest living appren-
tice of Girard for the statement that at no time did
anything approximating an intimacy exist between
this clerk and his employer, and that the light esteem
openly evinced by the latter for his subordinate wholly
limited their infrequent communications to such mat-
ters as arose from the affairs of the Bank?® It will be
easily apparent, therefore, owing to the short time
spent daily by Girard in his Bank, that this clerk’s
opportunities for acquiring accurate information of
his emplover were even more scanty than those of the
counting-house apprentices, to say nothing of his
own admission that having uvpon one occasion had
the impertinence to question Girard apon his private
hife, he met with a complete rebuif?
1 Prefuce to Simpson’s Hispraphy of Sivard, pos,

1 Professor Wilkam Wagmner, Lecture IV,
B See article in dmerican Daily Adveritsdr, Philadelphia, Jan, rath, 3833,



