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GENERAL REPORT OF THE BOARD.

SraTe or WISCONSIN,
OFPICE O0F TNE STATR BoarRD oF HBALTH,
’ Oetober 31, 1679,

To His Frcellency, WiLLiay E. Ssitm,

Governor of Witconsin:

Bir: In accordance with the provisions of the statute, wa present
you horewith tho fgurih ennusl report of the Slate Foard of
Health. For euch details of the methods pursued in the perform-
ance of the duties imposed on the Board as are decmed of genaral
interest, you are respectiully referred to the report of the Seore-
tary and tha papers sceompanying it

The present year has been zn eventful one in the sanitary history
-of the nation. Theurgenization of a Mational Board of Ilealth has
Iong been desired by sanitarians, wnd ity fioel ascomplishment 1s
due io part at least to their persistent efforts, and to the growth of
that enlightened public sentiment * which demuands with increas-
ing emphasis the ingorperation of sapitary into eivil administra-
tion.” The iofluence which such an organization must exert in
strengthening the hands of the various state boards cannot yet be
fully appreciated, but we look to it with hope that in it will be
found a power which shall be * for the healing of the nation.”

The present organization is tempaorary, and in a measurs exper-
imental, one of its duties being te report a plan for an organization
.of similac character, whichit is hoped will be permanent, and undar
which will ba given opportunity for the study of preventable dis-
eases, and for aystemstic effurts for their restriction on a scale
hitherto impracticable. What has been accomplished during the
year in our southern eitioa by tho oo-operation of thia body with
state and local boards, affords an ample illustration of the beoeficent
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Greneral Bepore of the Bourd.

influeney of rightly directad sanitary Tabor. There is no douht that
the vigorons measures inaugorated and carried out by health boards
and saniiary associations have saved the south from a general re-
newal of a yellow fover apidemic such ak it sufferad from in 1RYE,
but with which one city only has been efflicted to any considerable
extent during the present year. Repeatedly appearing in its own
chosen fields, it seems to havo boon se often met and vanguished
by well dirested and unremitting sanitary labor. Such results in-
gpire gonfidence that similar labor will meet with ample reward in
the restriotion of disoass averywhore, hut " continued rolentless
war with filth, and bad smells, and all ynsanitery conditions, is the
price of such resulta”  Yellow faver, by the fisrceness of its con-
tagious character, and by tho eppalling fatality attendant upon it,
has naturally and justly attracted to itself the attention of the
nation. Yot it bas very resently and very pertinently been said
that it is really * ono of our minor dizseasea.” Hare in Wisconsin
we have little reason to fear that it will ever prevail to eny great
extent, but here in Wisconsin, other diseased quite as preventable
have beon the canse of & grestor lors of lifs during the present
seagon than has yellow fever in Momphis; nor has Wiseonsin suf-
ferad in Lhis respect more heavily than meny of her sister states at
the north. .

Another organization formed since the date of onr last report, is

THE SANITARYT YMINCIL OF THE MWISRIERITTT VALLEY.

This is & voluntary association, eomposed of membera of State and
Municipal Poards of Health in the rogion from which it takes its
name. Tn view of the severs epidemic of 1878, it was felt that an
urgent need existed for co-uperative action on the part of those
states and localities liable to be visited, or in any way affected Ly
a recurrence of yellow fever, and that some well ordered system of
inter-state sanitary police should be agreed wpon and efficiently
carried out by the representatives of the states and cities in ques-
tion. While, as has already been said, the state of Wisconsin may
have little to fear {rom this particolar form of diseass, it is yet
favorably situated for the reception of infeoted persons, both from
its axposed western border, and from the fact that its agreeable ¢li-
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General Report of the Bourd.

The prolonged presance and unnsual severity of dipbtheria in
one of our smaller eiticg gave cocaalon for the visit of a commirtes
of the Board for the purpose of investigating the causes of its
long continuance. From & careful study of all the ficts, the mem-
bers of the commnittes were eouvinead that-it was chiefly spread
and continaed through personal contagion, the posaibility and proba-
bility that many ohsecare and seemingly mysterious cases were to
ba thus scenunted for having boen fully demonstrated. Admitting,
a3 probahly we must iy the present state of our knowladpe of this
disexse, that 1n any given epidemis there may be & residunm of
casas not Lo ho arenunted for by eootsgion oc hy fAlth origin, tha
conolusions arrived at by the eommittes concerning the epidemie
in question are nevertheless so in eooordance with senitary princi-
ples of nniversal application, that we pressnt them hers for the
wider circulation which this report will give them, i the bapo that
other loculities may bo benefited by their lessons.

After axprassing the beltal that in this part-cular epidemic a large
part of the suffering might have been uvcided and many lives saved
had thera been proper isslstion af cases, the report proceeds:

“ Bat though diphthacia inay be spread by contagion, there is
alsu to ba considored oz eontributing to ite difusion, the face that
filth furnishes & favorable aotl for {ts development, It is doubtless
trus that the diseuse may be of such fearfel malignancy as to strike
down those whose sanitery sarroundings are the most favorable,
hut there is no douht that ite chiaf harvest fields are o homes or
looalitirs where filth and wncleanliness prevail. In view of this
fact, wo gannot clase thiv communication without particonler refer-
anee to tha negleat of proper precuntions that is mauifest in your
ity in this respect.  During the period —now noarly throo years-—
that diphtheria has prevailed, the attention of authorities aud citi-
zens has hoan repeatadly called o the existence of flth conditions
wholly uncared for during this Tapse of time.

* That no public steps have been taken during all this time to
remove this evil, is not ered’table to the authorities of your city,
Againgt such an epldumic as that from which you have sofferad, it
certainly would seam to be anly common prudence Lo fortify your-

selves by the removal af ell that can possibly coutribute to, or in



