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INTRODUCTION.

TEE Antobiography of Benjamin Frapklin in en American
clasgie, and it is the esrliest product of onr national genins entitled
to that distinetion. Ita anthor was not o man of letters, yet he
wrote extensively ; and & few of bls essaye, the sayings of Poor
Richard, and the Autobiography will alwaye give him a promi-
nent plece in the history of American literature. He eultivated
letters and tha art of expresslon because he puw their practies
value In the struggle for business smocess, and his writings are an
excallent illustration of the utility of the highest literary qualities
in the common employments of svery day life. The ease with
which hae wielded the pén; added to the habil of obesrving cars.
fully and thinking clearly, made hilm a leader and teacher of men.

“The perepnial charm of his Autoblograply is lke thai of
Robinson Crusecs,” says George William Oartis ; snd thie charm
is due largely to s style that in i srypatal clearness end forceful
slmplicity s the equal of thet of De Foe,  Plaln, idiomatie, direst,
with no ornament or grace except szch ag s native to the thought,
the language forms s perfect transcript of the writer's mind.  Ome
i never in doubt about Franklins meaning, Bat this charm ig dus
still more to the picturesgue and neble personality portrayed in the
Autobiography. [t records the carcer of one who from poverty
aroge to ba reverad by the greatest and wisest of two continents,
Few tmen have influenced the world se widely and permanently as
Franklin.

“Clear racher than aubtle,” says Prof. Beers, ' without ideality
or romance or fineners of emotien or poetic lift, intensely practical
and utilitarian, broad-minded, inventive, shrewd, vereatile, Frank-
lin's sturdy figure became typlesl of his time and his people.”
Hé waa the first great American, and his greatness wos of many
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kinds, He was a distinguished scientist and practical inventor.
Bancroft calls him * the greatest diplomatist of his cemtury.” He
was & great moral tescher, the supreme philosopher of common-
sensa and the useful virtues. Hays his Istest biographer, Mr.
Morsa : *“He was one of the most, perhaps the most agreeabls
eonversationist of his mge. He was a rare wit and hamorist, and
in an age when * American humor * was still unborn, smid conterm-
poraries who have left no trace of a jest, till less of the falntest
appreciation of humor, alt which he said and wrote was brilliant
with both thess moet charming quslities of the humen mind."
And ho concludes: By the instruetion whlch he gave, by his
discoveries, by his inventions, and by his achievements in publie
life he earns the distinction of having rendered to men varied and
nseful services excalled by no cther ome man; aod thas he has
established & claim upon the gratitude of mankind zo broad that
history bolds few whe can be his rivals."

The only complete and correct edition of the Autoblography is
that edited by the Hon. John Bigelow, who obtained the original
MH, in France and firel gave it to the public in 1888, By the
courtesy of Mr. Bigelow and his poblishers, the J, B, Lippineott
Co., wa are parmitted to nse the anthorlzed text In the preparation
of this edition. 'A few passages unsuitable for the class-room
have been omitted, and alac the two letters mentioned on page
T5. In order that the book may be thoroughly sdapted for the
reading of young puplls, the spelling has been modernized and &
fow grammatical errors correcied; otherwiss the text is given just
as Franklin wrote it. The supplementary shetch of Franklin's
life from the point where the Autobingraphy ends will serve, it ia
hoped, s an inducement to read more of the charming letters con-
tained in Mr. Bigelow's ' Life of Benjamin Franklin,” a work of
inestimable valos to teachers as well as pupils. Also edditional
reading should be enconraged in such works as Parton's * Life and
Times of Benjamin Pranklin,” Morse’s ** Life of Frankln " (Amer-
jean Statesmen Pertes), and Hale's ** Franklm in Franee” The
neaded explanations of public events connected with Franklin's
career will generaully be found in the text-book of TUnited Bietes
history, with which the Autoblography sheuld alweya be nsed.
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BENJAMIN FRANKLIN.

Twyroen, ut the Bishop of St. dsaph’s, 1771,
Desr Box: I have ever had plensure in cbtaining any littls
anecdotes of my ancestors, You may remember the inguiriea
I made among the remsing of my relations when you were with
me in Eogland, and the journey I undertook for that purpose,
Imagining it may be squally agreaable to youn to know the eir-
enmstances of my life, many of which you are vet unacquainted
with, and expecting the snjoyment of a weak's uninterrupted
leisure in my present country retirement,’ I sit down to write
them for you. To whish 1 bave besides some other induce-
menta. Having emerged from the poverty and obsecurity in
which T was born and bred, to a state of afluence and some
degres of reputation in the world, and having gone so far
through life with a considerable share of felicity, the condue-
ing means I made use of, which with the blessing of God so
well succeeded, my posterity may like to know, as they may
find aome of them suitahla to thair own situations, and there-
fore fit to be imitated.
That felieity, when I reflected on it, has indoced me some-
times to say, that were it offered to my choice, I shounld have

1, England, vislting his friend thae Bishop of St
Asip Dl.' .'I'muhTE Shipley, "mnm‘l%uulunt- friond,” as h];uﬂ.ud

wx ol



i BEKJAMIN FRANELIN.

no objection to s repetition of the seme life from its beginning,
only asking the advaotages authors have in a second edition
to correct some fanlts of the fesk-: Bo T might, besides cor-
recting the faults, change same sinisfer necidents and events
of it for others more favorabla, ‘But thongh thiz were denied,
I should still aceept the offer. ‘Shicesnch a repetition is not to
be expacted, the next thing most like living one's life over again
seems to bo & reaollection of that life, and to make that recol-
lection as durable as possible by putting it down in writing.

Hereby, too, I shall Indulge the inclination se natural in old
men, to be talking of themselves and their own past actions;
and I shall indalge it without being tiresome to others, who,
through respect to age, might eonceive themselves obliged
to give me & hearing, sinee this may be read or not 48 any one
pleases.  And, lastly (I may as well confess it, sines my denial
of it will be believed by nobody), perhaps I shall & good deal
gratify my own pamify. Indeed, 1 scarce ever beard or saw
the introductory words, ' Withow! vanity, T may say,” eto.,
but some vain thing immediately followed, Most people dis-
like vamity im others, whatever share they may bave of it
themselvea; but I give it fair quarter wherever I meet with it,
belng persnaded that it fa offen productive of good to the pos-
pessor, and to others that are within his splere of action: and
therefore, in many cases, it wounld not be altogether absund if
an man were to thank God for hin vanity among the other
eomforts of life.

And now I speak of thanking God, I desire with all humil-
ity to acknowledge that T owe the mentioned happiness of my
past life to His kind providence, which lad me to the means
I used and gave them success. My belief of this induces me
to hope, thoogh I must not presume, that the same goodness
will still be exercised toward me, in continuing that bappi-
ness, or enabling me to bear a fatal reverse, which [ may ex-
perience as others have doune; the complexion of my foture
fortune being known to Him only in whose power it is to bless
to ue even our afffictions.

The notes one of my uncles (who had the same kind of
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curiosity in ecollecting family aneedotes) once pot into my
hands, furnished me with several particnlars relating to our
ancestors, From these notes I learncd that the family had
lived in the same village, Ecton, in Northamptonshire, for
three hundred years, and how mueh longer he knew not (per-
haps from the time when the name of Franklin, that befora
waa tho namas of an order of people,' was assumed by them as
a surname when others took surnames all over the kingdom),
on & freehold of about thirty acres, aided by the smith's busi-
ness, which had eontinued in the family fill his time, the
eldest son being always bred to that business ; & ecustom which
he and my father followad as 1o their eldest sons. When I
gearched the registers at Ecton, I found an acconnt of their
hirths, marriages, and burials from the year 1555 only, thera
being no registers kept in that parish at any time preceding.
By that register I perceived that 1 was the youngest son of the
youngest son for flve generaticos back, My grandfather
Thomas, who was born in 1608, lived at Eeton till he grew
too old to follow business lowger, when he went to live with
his son Juhn, & dyer at Banbury, in Oxfordshire, with whom
my father served an apprenticeship. There my grandfather
died and lies boried. We saw his gravestone in 1758, Hia
eldest son Thomas lived in the house at Ecton, and left it with
the land to his only child, a daoghter, who, with her hosband,
one Figher, of Wellinghorough, sold it to Mr. Isted, now lord
of the manor thers. My grandfather bad four soms that grew
up, viz.: Thomas, John, Benjamin, and Joslah. T will give
you what account I can of them, af thiz distanee from my
papers, and if these are not lost in my absence, you will
among them find inany more particolars.

Thomas was bred a emith under his father; but, being in-
genious, and encourzged in learning (ae all my brothers
were) by an Esquire Palmer, then the principal gentleman in

1. A Franklin, or Frankelein, was a [recholder or small landhelder;
orlginally tin son or descendant of & viteln or common laborer who had
becom: Mol Chawser plotures tha Froskeledn, io his* Prologue," &8 the
representative of & claps of country gentlemen,
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that parish, he qoalified himself for the business of scrivener;
becama a considerable man in the county; was a chisf mover
of all public-spirited undertakings for the county or town of
Northampton, and his own village, of which many instances
were related of him; and mueh taken notice of and patronized
by the then Lord Halifax. He died in 1702, January 6, cld
style, just four years to a day before I was born. The account
we received of his life and charaeter from some old people at
Eeton, I remember, strock yon as something extraordinary,
from its similarity to what you koew of mine. * Had he died
on the same day,” you said, * ooe might have aupposed a
transmigration.*

Jobn was bred a dyer, I believe, of woolems. Benjamin
was bred a gilk-dyer, serving an apprenticeship at London.
He was an ingenious man, I remember him well, for when I
was & boy ba came over to my father in Boston, and lived in
the bouse with us some years. He lived to a great age. Hin
grandson, Bamuel Franklin, now lives in Boston. Ha lefi
behind him two quarto volumes, MB., of his own poetry, con-
pisting of little oocasional pieces addressed to his friends and
relations, of which the followiog, sent to me, ie & Epecimen.'
He had formed a short-hand of his own, which he tanght me,
but, never practicing it, 1 have now forgot it. 1 was named
after this oncle, there being a partienlar affection between
him and my father. He was very pious, o great attender of
germons of the best preachers, which he took down in his
short-hand, and had with him many volumes of them. He
was also moeh of a politician; too much, perhaps, for his
station, There fell lately into my bands, in London, a eollee-
tion he had made of all the privcipal pamphlets relating to
public affairs, from 1841 to 1717; wany of the volumes are
wanting a3 appears by the numbeting, but there still remsin
eight volumed in folio, and twenty-four in quarte and in octavo,
A dealer in old books met with them, and knowing me by my
sometimes buying of him, he brought them to me. It seema

1. Fraoklio fallad b0 insert i poabry.



