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PREFACE.

THE author having been attached to the sod
at a very early period of life—and having lived
in a part of the country high in repute for that
noble bird, the Game Coeck; where as great a
variety of birds were exhibited in all their varions
process of refinement ss any individual amateur
could enjoy, he flatters himself that by such sn-
perior means of collecting information hia at;
tempt at writing “ The Cocker” will be found to
contain not only instruction, but be a source of
amusement to the reader, and aa such may serve
to plead his apology for undertaking the present
task.

Under such a pre-eminent latitude of smperior
breed, no man of discernment could be at & loss
(to mark those whose superiority of biood, mode
of fighting, with all the necessary eoncomitants
that constitute perfection in the game cock) how

- much to appreciate their worth,

To colleet a stnd from these renowned war-
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riors was the pleasing fask of the anthor, whose
pituation in life enabled him to obfain the object
of his pursuit. Bot our juvenile endeavours are
not always adequate to the difficulties attendant
on true breeding; for notwithetanding the judi-
cions choice of cocks so made, we are liable to
fail from some incompatible choice of our ideas.
To wunite their erosses, (in order o complete &
uniform get of birda,) similarity of feather, consti-
tution, colonr of the heak and legs, are in them-
selvea B0 requisite, that for the want of a monitor
in our early progress we too precipitately anti-
cipate all we want in proenting these -models
of perfection, when, in fact, we have perhaps ac-
complished very little essential to the eonstitnent.
part of breeding. The author trusts that an ex-
tenaive routine of practice for fifty years, aided by
the aente observations of others, and committing
to paper from time to time those of his own, has
enabled him to afford such information as may
pilot the jovenile breeder thromgh so pleasing,
yet so arduous an undertaking; knowing well
that observations founded upon experience, are
the surest guide to fruth in every science, and
are more likely td sncceed then the most re:ﬁnad
and plausible theories.

March 30th, 1814.




THE COCKER.

To Wreeders.

IN onr early sitmchment to, and pormit aftar, cocking, and
on our commeneement of breeding, we sre frequently hurried
an in gur ghoice of & aingle sock from a day's fight, or & pro-
misetions mstch, thet has exhibited appearunces of courags
and heel. Althongh sondition will noi give hesl, vet it very
much promotee eoursge, inamach ae to carry an indifarently.
bred eock throngh a tolarably well conissled baitls.

From thepe puperfisial trinls and cor own want of experience
wa are indoeed to purchass eocks of this deseription to breed
from, whish must inevitably inwolve ws in arrar. Buot maturer
exporienss will inform ne, that bigh condition will ineite eon-
rage in & half-bred coek; and a bloody heslar in that sitoalion
may sucesed ageinat one of enmperior game snd Jess heel. It

therefore shews how necesenry it in to gnard egainst a prepos-
geasion of any pingls cock howaver meritorious.

To avoid this yonthfnl partislify, if you attend regular
maing, you will have we opportunity of seeing & number of
well-bred brothers, whose mods of fighting snd supporting
their battles in any stage, mark them for steady fightera, good
heelars, ready months, and deep:geme. Buch proofs would
» warrant your sndeavours fo procure one.of these warriors the
least injured in his contest, mors immediately if their feathers
and other eoncomitants are to your wish, tice sod meute
obssrvation will tend to inform yon what feathersd birds are
the most approved, ss well as the best in constitniion. Bui of
those endowed with every sought-for ruquiaita’.‘ the black-reds
are most in estimation, The difficulties attendapt -on onr
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early cndeavonrs are to be surmounted by a steady atten-
tmn:to thosa pﬂhﬂlll;‘-:'?hlt are requisite in bt?hm pursuit ; and
when you have fired on sneh eocks, whose originality is well
known, and whose breed has stood the test of experience, it
will not ba diffienlt to proeure snch, sither by interest or eom-
nexion. If hems or pullets cennot be obtained {which should
if practioabls) yon mnet he sqnally cagtions in selacting them
from other sorts aimilar in feather, constitation, and every other
sttendant. Having cnes srranged your brood, conform to
your directions : and at & proper seagon you may commence

Bresding.

Gewrizney who bave besn In the habit of breeding, may
hava, from keepiog the old brood too long together, brought
their cocks to a etand siill ; when by a judiciona mede of keap-

"ing in and in, that cirenmataoce might not heve faken place.
It in generelly admitted, that & ¢ock s in full prime and vigoor
at two years old. But how frequently we find that cocks are
eontinned with hens until thay ave six or seven years old. Ai
throe years old it ¢ well known thef he begine to lose that
gprightly bloom he wears at two: hiz lengih of plome en-
uran.ieu,rnnd hie hack exhibits too loose a fexture, dungling
over his throat. When this iz disserped, we omght to subeti-
lota ancther in his stead ; for he will become inestive, lan-
guid, snd balk his eraving pariners—and yon may breed in
vain. The hens wey in genersl be held to a longer date, ns
they retain the power fo propagate beyond the perind allotied
to the cock. If this opinion is granted, the mpropriety of
continuing thern beyond that pericd may account for the slow
end inaetive cocks ac frequently met with,

. To slocidate the foregoing remerks, in order to ecable you
to judga of the sonatituticn of the brood-eosk you mean o se-
lect, ha ghould have every apparent fealnro of health: such ag
& ruddy eomplexion—hig festhers eloee and short—not cold or
dry—flesh firm and compact—ifull breasted, yot taper and thin
behind—inil in the girth—well ceapled—Ilofty and spiring—
# good thigh—the beam of hig leg very strong—a quick largs
oye—atrong besk, crooked and big al sefting on—nol more
then two yeara old, put fo eerly pollels, or & blooming siag
with two-year-old bens—sad when s scok, with puliets of his
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own geiting. Great' axperience justifiss me in vonehing for
tho prosperity of the i hwﬂuhﬁm
» snffisiant number of in mnd in for yonr astahli
after, Mareh, April, May, and June, if they have been

together : the latter will
not be too lats for two-year-old cocks. For the two frst days

and if you have nome at hand fill Apeil they will probably ba
emteemed sufficiently early, s the springs ere ot
for breeding na formerly.

them

In the shoise of your beus led be rightly plomed to

period, but on the sixteenth year I bad eeveral light Piles in
ope hateh ;—mno change of eggs eoold pmui'hl{l faks place-—or
wae thare a ehadow of doubt of inlerferense with any other sock,
but & strong recurrenes to the Fila at that distant period.
A well regulated acecunt of my cocks enabled ms to msocartain
that there bad been a Pile in the eross five yasrs previons to my
having them out of Bhropehire: so that they held highly re-
gular for twenty-one years, nok only in plomags but in every
desired requieite. To have gone on with this deviation]would
in the bave prodooed Spangles, &s. OF eourss the pullets
were cast aside, and the cocks fought off. By s persevering
conduet in gelecting the darkest, or those most ressmbling

ur original attschment, i the sureet eriterion yonTean powsi-
{nl;y'pum in keeping op, ool only their feather, bul consii:



