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FROCEEDINGS OF

THE ‘OLD SETTLERS

OF JOHNSON COUNTY, 1A
AT THEIR ANNUAL REUNION ALUGUST {7, 1899

A1 an garly hour this morning the pioneers egan Lo arrlve from
the country, andthroaghoot the forencot they assembled ul the fair
grounds, There, “camping” nent:l wideapread Sraoches of fragrant
apple trews, they chatted z2nd told siores of olden days to their hearts'
content. They rejoiced with one ancthar, al the privilege of renew-
ing the memories of the venrs of lowa's territerdal life and incipient
statehoad, they walied with glistening eves of the perils and privations
of a balf century acd mere ago, apd, ag we have said, they sighed to-
gether over departed friendz and denr ones,

They wanderved threugh the quaint old log cabing, with ther
treasure trove of *anciteat hiatery," ntd in 3 wakoing dzeam beheld
their Boyhood aznd girlheed come back o them snice more. At ooon
oo Nature’s own velvety tableclaths, they spread the contents of their
basketg—rich viands such s oolv Jobsson county housewives koow
how to produce, and feasted on delidows compounds that defy the art
of the Waldorl-Astaria.

The nzzociation dispenzed sleaming coftee, the product of the
skill of the grund high coffer maker Frank Luse, and the amber duid
and Mature's pure and erystal oferiog sorzassed ol the sparkling
champagne that ever flowesd at 4 puancal love feast or a milhooaire's
trust hanguet.

The dinner hour passed; the literary aod musical program of the
day was presentad at leagth. The committee had prepared a series
of numbers at once enterltining aod instroctive, aod the best propram
iin the history of the associztion wias ke reslt,

The ipvocation was proencunced =y Rev. M. A, Bullock. The
principal address of the day was decbvered by De, B, F. Shambauzh
who chose for his subject #Tae Plonee,™



THE FIOMEER. !

by GERIAMIE £ BaaMnauGH,

Old Seetfers and Froweers, and M Sons awl Lhawghicrs, aud The
Grvandsons eud Drrduddangfiters of e Ofd Settlers wnd Pivireers
af Fokwsow Coanly —

This day (old settlers” day] I8 the ane day in the year set apirt
for the rewnion of the ptoneer settlers of Johnaon county, It iz dis-
tinctively fedre diy. And, siace I arvaddressing those setders of our
lapd who still survive the tatls and lazora of hall a century or more,
I may with propriciy say that 2k ol &2 yone Sive—a diy when 0L s
yours Lo b ween and heand, wien vob may show the younger pen-
eration of what stuff the pioneer wag made and recounl the trinls and
deeds of Irontier Life.

To te called vpon to address lows ploneers ds always an hooor.
It s more than this—it is n sare privilege. [f 35 a privilege which
we of the presens generacion always welcome.  For, to stand face to
Face with pioneers is to inspice Seeiings of reverence and foster a
wholesame respedt for gur aocestors. Tn lt'u.l:‘:.r thi Bves and char-
acters of the ploneers af lowa iz to strenpthen our confidence i the
future of this commanwealth.. For the [owa of today and tomorrow
g largely determined By those who Zrst settled opon these hills and
prafriva, It i8 with a reverence such ga s stirred by the sight of
the head-waters of same migaty rives” that we turn to the consider-
atica of the charseter of the pionestz of Iowa,

There is one principle it Bfe ard character of the lowa
plomesr that has nhwaye commanded . my admiration. | woeuld com-
mend it to the presens generasion and to che gencrations yet aghorn.
[ refer to the priscepfe of ceopowp—_kat fundamental in all industrial
progress.  The old settler praviiced sconomy; he saved wealth; be
ereated capital.  Thus he made possible the industry of today.  For
without =aving therw con e no enpilal, and without capital there can
be no indastry.  The old seisler wis & “saver of wealth.,” He was
a capitalist, since he possessed tle capitalistic instinet 10 save.

At times, howover, his economy verged on parsimony. 1 will
make this point clear by way of illastrations drawno rom documentary

b address dellvered on 2000 Beislers Dar,'' &% lewa Clty, lowa, Augest
17k, 1=9,
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evidence,  Tnoa brasder serse thase flusteations will serve o indi-
cate the pioreer’s way of leoking at things in general.  Following
the triue hatorical orathod, [ will let the poanzer speak for himsclf,

It ds Chovober poth, g4, Do members of the Constitaiicnn)
Convention of 1844, are assembled in yonder Stone Capital.  After
listening to several veports from zanding commiliees the conven-
tien took up M, Scll's ootion s have dally prayers,?

“Mr. Chepmzn spoke in {aver of the resolition, stating that no
uvntlay would be aocasiozes, s the micisen woeld glaaly atwend and
render the service withaul compensation,

“Mr. Crehan ssid il wowd col be cconcovical, for the canvention
sat at an cipenss of $aoo 1o 00 per day, and Soe was money.

“Bhlr, Hafl moved so noencment 1 G resoluifon, that the ex-
ercise of praver commence balfan Lour Befere the lowr Bor conviens
tiom ta meet.

M. Chupmnn saig 3 it pessed with such a provisions asthat, the
resoluticn wonld be an imsull s those who belleved i the superine
tenderce of Almighty o, nnd Sesdred his wid to be iovaked in be-
half of the convension.

adr. Kirkpatrick eppozed the resolution, because the religion
of Lbrist was a religion of peece and peravasion, aml scknowledged
ng compulsion, sive moral, o piss o eesclulicn ta bave prayvers was
compelling men to Jisten to whil Shey sware appozed 1o, and violabed
one of the inalienable rghits of pnr,

“br. Sells did not expect the resalotion womeet with opposi-
tion, and should regeet o hve 00 said of Town thot she Tad s fer
traveled out of Christendom zs w deny she duty of prayer,

B, Lawas repretted ik there ghould be coulemtion an this
subject. and conil not believe thar any dishbelievad in oo superintend-
mg Provideace.  H cver oo susembiage needed the aid of Almighiy
Fower, it was ong to organiee 5 ouvssen of government.  He wis
surprived 2t the expression of bly friend from Dubugue, | Mr Gehoa |
that we bad not time o spend o few mocieats in peayer for divie
directsor,  Nr. L. refersed Lo precedeot: of similar praciice in other
aggemblages,

=Mr. Kirkpatries saic ff precedent wos to be ollowed, we should
i hack o -|r35t-:u:1'a.-:_-.r. Thia was a |'.|:|.J: o ’.|:|1.|:||:|.11'c_:|.1'.1::r.-|;. Lisi thoso

!The reports of the debate cu prapers bare pomeatnl are eopiod from the
feava Sdaedard,
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who belicve 2o much in prayer, prey at home,  Public prayer was too
catentations,

“Mr. Hooten was opposed to Mre, Hall's amendment, amd wanted
10 meel the question an iz tree mects. 1Ea majority were for prayers,
have theing hut hoped those wha were i favor woold not press it
at the expense of the feeling of others.

“Mr, Hall zaid ke il oor offer his emendment through levity,
but becanse be believed it righs.  In the morning, if some were absent,
the Sargreant-at Arms might be et efier them, they be compelled
1o attend upon what they were oppuzed o, 1Eany refused 1o come, it
would be told to their constituensz, and political capisal made of Q1.
We were o hove provess nol for the benelit they wonld do s, bt
to make the world think we were becer than we were,  He owas
oppesed to than,  Let those wha araved, epier iole their closets.
Prayera were Intraducad al sellicn] mass-meetings which ended in
vaws and riots.  TF praver was hed in accordance with hiz amend-
ment. the 1'resideat coold invite some one for that purpose, and there
wiuld be no interfesence,

o dlr. Kirkpateick saic I the Convention bud a right to pazs the
resplution, they had a right W eaabllsh a celigion. 1t had noright to
hring the members oo thelr Krees every momming, 10§ had, 38 might
do it noon and miphi; and had a right to regoire the peepie of the
Territory o do the same. We do not reguice the others nol o pray,
bt thy n.:ujuirl.' s fo,

sl I:fn:||1|.1'.:||'| disciatoed al idea of Farce.  The resolution was
bt o means of testiog whether we ghould have religioes services or
not.

addre, Batler said wherever poitica and religion were mingled,
prcitement was created,  When the motloe was made o open the
Convention with praver the Cvacday, ke had no abjection. . But to do
it every day would cosl F2a0 u- Sa00.  Why vot e ecopoinical in
this as well as in other things,  Gentlemes wha volel against taking
papers, b ovoted bor this cesoludon, Were B people more interested
to know the nets of the Conventipn, oe t2 Xoow shal it was opened by
pravery  Their constituens il aot expect #uch o thing o be intros

Ui s Bek e Sollewin g eesitintlon was introdaced Sy Me, Halls S Aeselied,
st ench membier of the cooven bisi Bave she privifors of takiog tweniy coples
weehiy, of Dk aEwsngpeTs patbilished iz (s eltyl il that the exoeins af the

sz no enargad toothe conzlagect sxpooses GENZs coai cedlion,™  This seaoln-
Him was volixl Suwn,



— :| —

duced,  Abseot membera might be brought in and compelied to hear
what they were opposed to.  This was conteary to the inalicnnble
rights of man.  If members did not feel disposed te come, 1 took
away thielr  bapploess, copirary to the Decluestion of  Independ-
ence and the principle fnid down by Thomas Jeferson, the Apostle of
Libertv. TF fndividusle wish prayer, dhere were meetings in town
almast every aight; let them zo Abeee and rot take up the ime of the
Convention,  Procedens exeried tos mach inuence—opernted upon
the onvention that formed vie Constivufion of the United States. I
wop were o follow it olwive, we showid bang fer wivcheralt, and punish
for veligions opinions,  People were becomings more liseral e senti-
ment, No man could =av that be sver apposed anather on account of
religion: he respected men wio wese gincerely religious; but he
wianded o lave his own cpioions,

“Mr. Cotler desived the yors snd ruye an the quuestion,  He
had wol Fved o grent while,” but Joug evough not to be afreid of
meeting such o question cperly,  Ha2 was oppoged to the resolution,

cale, Thompeon anid, swhen Belaaked ot Jhe syetemn oo which
the Uhrstan religion wiss propsgated, nnd sos the exciiement that
existed in the convention, be Belit aaiafied. thay alithough those o
fuvor of opening the convention wik pravers, might be & majority,
they ought not 1o urge the poiot] wnd he boped thal the measurs
widald be withdrawn.

e, Fletcher zaid, that baving made the motion by which the
convention wag opened  with  prayer oo the  Orat day,  and
voted 1o fake up thiz reselution, e Fell Bound to aay something. He
regreted the apposition that he sow, und he was unwlibag tha 0
showld ge forth o the soels shut Towa refused to acknowledge &
Grol. He believed it was becoming in the satrior o appeal 19 the
Admighay for aid and guidance,  He e not nprafessor, and prob-
ahly would not be acknowledged sa an Evangelleal Chrdatlon, but be
acknowledged the God of hiz Futbers, wad was willlyy 1o supplicute
His blessing,  He boped tae resslotdon woald pass,

oMr. Hall rgge tooset Lis vemarkd right, The drift of the seps-
ments of tose who favered tho rerolotion was o aceuse those whae
opposed it of denying the existence of 0 God,  Opposition was no
evidence of disbebef. He beleved, with the geotleman from  Mus-
citing, In the God of his Fathers.  But ae thaught there were places

EBlE. Catler Wik i bweniy-eipht yoive ol o,
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where the Almighty couls nol Sz oaparcached |y & proper spirit—
apd thiz was one,  Préccdent wos Jovoked, But he did ast believe in
fellowing @t here.  EfRect ahread wag whit was desired —not good
bere, Thev did not tell 08 wo were sinters, aod call wpon us W re-
pent.  IEany entleman veeded coligioos istroction, be would vote
o eiwe 0L g theen, 1 wns owreoog ped hepocritical o sencd sach oa
thangr abroad for effect. Men o ol sides caaght this up for effiect.
At the preat Dore meeting i K L o cleegyesan was  procuaned,
who praved for the relesse of Door, She election of Polk and Dallns
o the success of Denocn:ic ;H'|Ill:|]'t-|-_"u. Ii the A|m‘ig|‘|1:.' WEE Ty
Lremecral. be wonld perbaze grocl the prayer: af not a Democrat, be
would oot greant 3t e Ha degired to know what was to be prayied
fare He would pray s died the man in New  Orloass, that Ged
world day fowaed keop dark cod lel us o the bosiness of the
convention, He objecles o provers oot oul of disrespect 1o religs
bon, But becnoze he thowghe them aappropriate. It weuald be goinz
& g koo far, and waald ce o mockery. The wmendment he had
cffercd would wive those wha desived @ oray the free use ol the hall
for half an hour To the mamings the President waz puthorized to in-
vite o minister, amd would G end s oreserve ander,

“Mr. Lvans said he aever kvew praver to be any disparages
ment.  He thought e exawople ¢F 2 convention that formed the
comstitathon of the U, 50 0 good one 1o be faliswer, He did not bee
lbeve o much in cprogresson” a2 oexclude praver, and had oo
fears of itz leading 1o mecarcay. When he was o oy, all kinds of
moetinges cxeepl polltical, were opeou] with prayer,

WAL Grant—Did ey apen town meetings wilh pravers

sAlr, Evins—Mos aal tradniingre wore so operel,  Tine snough
hail been alrexdy comzcoiesd in the discussian to kave dad prayers for
a fortoighi, Tlhe wonkl be v Exvar oF providing o voam for those wha
did vot wish to hear priyers,

e, Mepner sald he srools Eke o osee the Conventon be con-
sslenl. The committes Gt rupored o Bill of Rights; kad provided
thit o law should be eiducted w2 estnblish o religion. No=me had
opposed that, noe G ke gresace anvbody woold oppese it There
waz o ore of the Conventien waich resolred all the members Lo be
in attendance when iU was 1o seasion. Suppose some of the membors
attend semewhere else on religions service in the morning, the Sar-
pesntat-Arma might beosenl fov theny, amd they be compelled to



