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PREFACH.

Tms book is intended to illostrate the relations of the
English Church with the papacy and ‘with the English
Btate down to the revolt of Wrelif s,géinat- the abuses
which had gathered round the ecclesiastical system of
the Middla Ages, and the Grest Bchiem in the pepacy
which materially affected the idess of the whole of
Western Christendom. Tt was thought expedient to
desl with thess suhjects in & oarrative form, snd some
geps have therefore had to be fillad op, snd some
links anpplied. Thiz has been done ss far as possible
by notices of ‘matters which bear on the moral condi-
tion of the Church, snd serve to show how far it waa
qualified ot varions periode to be the example and
ingtructor of the nation, Mo atbtempt, however, has
been made to write & complete history on s small
scale, and T have desigunedly passed by many points,
in themsalves of interest and importance, in order o
give as much epace as might be to my proper subjects.



vi PREFACE.

Besides, this volome heas been written as one of a
serias in which the missions to the Tentonic peoples,
the various aspects of Mounasticism, the guestion of
Investitores, and tha place which the University of
Oxford fills in oor Churoh’s history have been, or will
be, trested soparately, Accordingly I have not tonched
on sny of these things further than seemed absclutely
TIECESHATY :

I wish that, limited a: my task has beem, I could
believe that it has been adequately performed. No
one can understend the character, er appreciate the
claims, of ths English Church who hea not studied its
history from the beginning, and it is hoped that this
little book may do something, however small, towards
ppreading a correct iden of the part that the Church
has borne in the propress of the nation, and of the
grounds on which its members maintain that it has
from the first been a National Chorch, as regards its
inherent life snd independent attitude as well as ita
intimate and pecolisr relations with the State. A
firm grasp of the position it held during the Middle
Apes is necemsary to a right onderstanding of the
final rupture with Rome aceomplished in the aix-
teenth centnry, and will afford » complete safegnard
against the volgar error of regarding the Church as a
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ereation of the State, an institution establizshed by the
civil power, and maintained by its boonty. Those
who are acquainted with our medieeval chroniclers
_ will see that I have written from originsl sources. I
have also freely availed mysalf of tha labonre of others,
and, above all, of the works of Bishop Btubbs, which
have been of the greatest assistance to me.



