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PREFACE.

il

Tue following pages were written for the Month, but in-
the course of writing extonded themselves beyond the
limite of & magszine article; the third chapter more
particularly bacoming too elasborate in form for suitahble
publication in a periodical. I have, therefore, preforred
to publish them separately. As, however, it would have
involved too much trouble to have rewritien snd recast
the nrtinlns,.I have printed them in their original form,
a8 addressed to the readers of the Month. ;

The subject, at least, is & eurious and interesting
one; and Mr. Donnelly’s work, which was the oceagion of
tho articles being written, containe much curigus speculs-
tiom, and is written in s style caleulated to give zest to
the inguiry. It has had s wide cireulation.

I cannot expect the same circulation for this little
volume, more espocizlly as the theory it offers is not of
the same romsntic snd popular charscter; baot I hope it
may contribute something towards the solution of an
interesting and diffienlt question.
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PLATOS ATLANTIS.

KL Pl i

CHAPTEL 1.

PLATO'S ATTANTIS—ME. DONNELLY'S THEORY.

A poox which is now (1883) in its seventh edition scems
to cleim some reply from the point of view of Tradition.
It iz entitled dtlantis: the Antediluvian World*® and,
in fact, annconces that the Deluge, in which wo have
hitherto believed and have called nniversal, at any rate to
the extont of the destrmetion of all mankind,t did not
really oeeur, but that the sabsidence of the island or con-
tinent of Atlantis at some indefimitc period was attended
by very similer circomstances, and that it is the tradition
of ihis catastrophe which has somehow spread through all
countries, which has created the impression of u oniversal
deluge ; in other words, that there was a deluge, but a
deluge sa reveslod according to Plato, and not according
to Mosea.
The evidence which Mr, Donnelly has accumulated, both
ae to the dilovian tredition snd also as to the eommon
* Atlantis : the Antediluvion World. By Ignatins Donnelly, Tth adi-
tion. {Bampaon Low ) Lomden, 1883,
t+ Thir chapter waae written previonsly to the controversy on the Deluge
in the pages of the Tabist in the year 884, I am not, however, Aware
that anything trenspired in that eontroversy which wonld require me to
robeact or modify any stetement in the presout puper. If so, I shall be
obliged 1o mny one who will pot his finger on ik,
: n




2 PLATO'S ATLANTIS.

origin, at any rate, of the eivilised nations “ on both sides
of the Atlantic,” ie by no means inconsiderable ; and it
will be seen that, in so far a8 he fails to snstain his spe-
cial theory of the submerged Atlantis, his eonvietions,
facts, and testimonies must pass to the account or lapse
to.the inheritance of what T have regarded ss the tradition
of the human race.

Ag it is always safer and fairer to present tho theory
of an author in his own words so far as may be possible,
I will give the principul heads nnder which Mr, Donnelly
summurised the purpose of his work. I shall heve occa-
sion, &t sny rate indireetly, to refor to the omitted headings
in the course of this discuseion :

“1 That thers onee cxisted in the Atlaptic Oeean, opposite
the mouth of the Meditmransun Ses, s large island, which was
the remmnant of an Atlenfie continent, and known fo the ancient
world as Aflantis. 2. That the desempfion of this 1aland given by
Plsto iz not, aa has been long supposed, fable, but veritable history.
A. That Atlantiz was the regicn where man firat rose from a state
of barbarism to civilisation. 4. That it became in the eourze of
ages & populims and mighly nafion, from whoss overflowings the
shores of the Guolf of Mexico, the Missiazippi, the Amazon, the Faoi-
{ie coasl of Bouth Ameriea, the west ¢oast of Hurope and Africa, the
Baliic, the Black Sea, and the Caspian were popuiated by civilized
nalions. & Thet it was the true antediluvian weorld —the Gardan
of Eden, the Garden of the Hesperides, the Flysian Fields, the Gar-
den of Aletnous, the Mesomphalos, the Olympos; the Asgard of the
traditions of kovient nations ; representing A universs]l memory of
# great land where early mankind dwelt for ages in peasce and
beppiness. . . , 12. That Atlantis pedished in a terrible eonvalson
of mature, in which the whole island sank into the oeean, and nesrly
all ils inhuhitants. 13, Thei o fow pervons sseuped in ships and
an refis, and earried to the nations east and west the tidings of
the appalling catastrophe, which hes survived o cur own time in
the Flood and Deluge legends of the different nations of the old
‘apd the new worlds."

_ In this theory there are two distinet propositions:
(1) that an ieland or continent of Atlantis existed, and
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sank in the ocean; (2) and that this submersion was the
origin of the various diluvian legends which are found in
all purts of the world.

The legend of Atlaniis can hardly be asserted even by
Mr. Donnelly to be the tradition of the human race, for he
himself terms it ‘& novel proposition.”

“ The faot that the story of Atlantis was for thousands of years

regarded wa a fuble proves notking. There iz an nohelief which
grows ont of ignorance as well as a scepticism which is born of

g . . . Yor a thousand vears 1t was believed that the
legends of the buried cities of Pompeii and Herculansum wore
myths . . . There was a lime when lhe cxpedition seot ont by

Neacho to circumnavigate Africa was donbted, becanss ihe explorers
ptated that, aficr they hed progressed a cortain dislance, the som
was north of them. This circumstanes, which then aroused sus.
picion, now proves o us that the Egyptian navigulors had really
passed the equator, and snticipated by 2100 years Vasquez da
CGloama in his diseovery of the Cape of Good Hope ™ {p. #).

On the other hand, slthough it dves not appeéar that
Myr. Donnelly himself helieves in the inspirstion of Genesis,
yet tha fact that it has been so believed by many millions
in many paria of the world during & long continuance of
yonrs muat stand for something as agninat a theory.

Ag it 18 my wish to conline my argument to the limits
of historical tradition, I shounld have heen willing to hove
scoepted Mr, Donnelly’s first propesition, viz, that Atlantis
existed and subsided, at any rate pro argumento, if hig-
torical investigation had not destroyed the primd facie
evidence which secemed to compel or invite the inguiry.
Thig, however, iz & point which the reader must decide.
Apart, however, from the historical evidenes, T must
remurk that Mr. Donnelly’s theory is opposed, from their
several points of view, by Mr. Wallace, Mr. Darwin,
snd Professor (leikie (vide Wallace's Island Life, chap.
vi. 11).

Mr. Wallace's argument is not, it is true, addressed to



