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FREFACE.

The plan of this course of Advanced Lessons was determined by
Mrs. Jaynes's most exeellent Old Testament Lessons for Primary

Classes. While some such conformity was sbsclutely essential to a
uniform graded scheme, it has of course entsilad certain shorteomings
in matters of arrangement and scope which could only have been
avoided by an independent treatment of the subject. The following
list of books of reference may prove useful: Oan the whole subject,
“The Bible for Young People " is, perhapa, the best. On the origin of
the various elements which are eombined in the Old Testament stories,
Bizsell's “ Genesis in Colors,” Bacon's ¥ Genesia of Genesis,” and “ Ex-
odus,” and Addis’s reprint of JE in # The Documents the of Haxateuch ™
will be found invalvable. The articles © Bible” ¢ Pentatewch,” and
“Jarael"” in the “Encyclopedia Britannica" are, of course, standard

aunthorities.
W. H. P



LESSON 1.

THE STORY OF THE CREATION.
(Genesls, chapters ., M., i)

Lassow Taxt.— " The fevisthie things of God . . . are clearly seen . . . through the things
that are made."— oM, i. 20, y

STuny sPECTALLY the story in Ges, il 4=25 and compars it with the account in Gen. L 1-i, 3.

i. ORIGIN OF THE STORIES.

The first six books of the Bible are made up of two distinet
histories, a portion from one of which follows or is even inter-
woven with a portion from the other. This was the work of a
compiler who attempted to combine previous aceounts ints one
w. The first of the stories before us was the openieg chapter
of the later of those two hiatories, written less than five hun

before the time of Christ. The second was the opeping

ter of the earlier, which was written nearly as far back as

the time of Solomon., The first cha of Genesis was thuas writ-
ten probably more than four hundred years after the second,

II. Tex INFFERENCES BETWEEN THEM.

1. The story in chapter one iz carefully and systematically
ACTAD The second account, while more {u]l of color and life,
is without careful arrangement.

2. The style of the first is reverent and dignified. That of
the second is easy and familiar.

3. The careful paragraphs of chapter one, each beginning
and ing with a set phrase, and the final statement as to the
origin of the Sabbath, find no parallel in the less formal chapter

two. LY
4. The vivid pictures of the early account Gﬂn.ii.‘-&-ﬂ] —
the ing of the garden; the tree of the know of good and
evil; man's formation from the dust; the naming of the sanimals
man’s deep sleep and woman's being made from one of his ribs —
are all utterly foreign to the later story (Gen.-4he4=35). Li- fv3

b6. Each narrative gives us a different account not only of the
meds but also of the order in which things were created,

These differences ought to make it at once impossible for any
ong to look on either afsthm pictures as an acenrats account of
what really took place. They are poem pictures, similar to those
of other nations, which help us to understand what men thought
long ago and how that thought grew.

Nore,—For other ereation stories see Clodd's # Childhood of Relighona,”
chaptar two.

IIT. NoteworTRY Poixts.

1. The earth is thought of a3 a flat surface. Over it rises
the firmament like a great dome or roof, above which the rain
water s stored. When rain is needed it is let down by the open-



Iv.

STORY OF THE CREATiION.

ing of some of the windows in the firmament, as we ses from
Gen, vii. 11. Similarly the Norsemen thought the thunder was
the rolling of Odin's chariot on the floor of heaven. The lightning
flash was but the brightoess beyond fashiog throogh sudden
cracks in the floor where the chariot bumped,

2. The prominence given to the Babbath in chapter one sug-
f:dltn & special religious motive in the writer. It 15 one of the

ications which confirm the mwodern opinion that the later
history to which Gen. i. is the Introduction was written by one of
those who in the spirit of Ezekisl brought about the elaborate
ceremonial of the second temple.

3. The picture of the golden age before man fell, which the
early writer (author of Ges. i) draws for ue in the “ Garden of
Loveliness " (Eden), shows how, aa Tennyson says,

* The past will always win
A glory from its belng Tar,
And orh into the ect atar
We saw not when we walled theraln,"
The golden age of King Arthur, and much modern talk about the
" gtu:ﬁoold days,” illustrate the same tendency. The reverss, how-
ever, is tha case.  The golden age lies in the futore.

4, The first story calls the deity “God."” The second calls
him “Jahweh God,” translated “The Lord God.” Jahweh was
God's proper mame ion lsrael.

How we THIXE oF CREATION 0w,

We today have outgrown these pietures of man's childhood.
1. Wa know that the earth slowly formed through countless agea.
We no longer think of God as a kind of omaipotent man
“ereating " it long ago. He ia rather to s the never-ceasing life
and power and meaning of which it is the evolution. As we
understand our world and learn ita lessons we “think God's
thoughts after him.” 2. The world i3 the living visible s h
of God. Its story is the writing in which God i&gbe{ng qmm:m
revealed tons. 3. God's work is not finighed, for the world is ati
im t. The perfect dav, which every nobla life helps to
realize, has only begun to dawn. 4. But when we ask what the
firat, beginning was we can only say with these beantifal stories
that it all comes from God.

V. QuesTtioss.

Vi

1. Whereln do these storles dlffer wicth reapect to: —a. The order of erea-
tion? b The way in which they ara told? ¢, The making of man and
of woman? o Bulibath:®

2. How did these differences arisa?

4. Which srory was written #irst? Wounld apything In the stories themsalves
ArEest Fonr answer ?

4. What do you know about the * evolution ™ or ¢ unfolding *' of the earth ?

g, l:al;muamigk of uny figure which may sugiest to oi God's relation to the

€. Has man fallen from the perfect 1ife or s ke rising toward it

T. What was the condition of primitive man ¥

8. Does achentific Enowledge belp or bart raligious thought?

Nore.—~For the history of the growth and composition of the first six
books of the Bile sen the article + Pentateach,” in the Encyclopmdia Britan-
nion, of Canon Driver's © Intreduedfon,™




LESSON II.
CAIN AND ABEL.
(Genesis, chapter iv. 1-15}

Lesson Text.— ' Whatsoever 3 man soweth, that shall Te alw reap."= GAL, vk 7.
Reap Gon. iv, 1=15, noting specially verses 7, 8, 14, and 15,

1. Omigiy oF THE STORY.

The use of the name Jahweh (the Lord) for God, the familiar,
graphic style, and the primitive ideas of this scory remind us at
onee of the creation in Gen. ii. 4-25, and both belong te the
earliest history book of Tsrael, from which &0 much of the book of
(Genesis is taken. Like the stories of ereation and of the Garden
of Eden, it eannot be looked npon as sober history, [ta whole at-
mosphere is that of the primitive traditions which come down
to us from the earliest times of all nations.

II. Norewortay Pomxrs.

1. We cannot quite certainly say why Jahweh is re ted
aan}:rraferrlug the animal sacrifice of Abel to Cain's om of
froits. The religion of Jahweh arose amongst the Jsraclites when
they wera roving herdswen, and when the only possible sacrifice
was a sacrifice of animals. Throeghout its history Israsl recog-
nized no other kind. FPossibly, also, a sacrifice of the fruits of the
earth was associated by the writer with the lieantions, and to him
idolatrons, worship of scme of the Canaanitish festivala. It seema
unlikely that a distinetion between the tempers in which the offer-
ings were made was intended by the writer.

2. The Hebrew of versea 7 and 8 is untranslatable. Some
early copyist bas made a mistake, and those who followed him
have added to if, so that the text as we have it gives us little elua
to what was originally written.. The original nay have said
something like this: (Verse T): “If thou doeat well shall th
countenance not be lifted up? If thon doest not well sin lie
in wait by the door,aocd to master thee is his desire; but thoun
shouldest rule over himd.” {Verse 8): “But Cain followed secretly
sfter Abel his brother, And it came to pass," ete.

8. Note inverse 14 that the writer believes that Jahweh's

nee is confined to Eden. Cain is condemned to wander where

e ig hid from Jahweh's facs. In later times we find the thought
that Jahweh's presence is limited to the promised land where his
holy places are. Oue of the terrors of exile was that it meant
departure from Jahweh's land. When our story was writbten men
kad pot learned to think of God as the author of Pralm cxxzxix.
does. Butb the writer of that gﬁdm lived long after the exile,
when men like the authors of Job and the second part of Isaiah
had b t in & Jarger and truer thought.

4. In verse 15 “set o mark upon Cain™ should be “ap-
pointed a aign for Cain™ q‘heﬁsed Version). Jahweh has a certain
power outside of Eden. The sudden snapping of a twig, the ery



