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There are three classes of yencders @ some enjoy withoul Julgment, others judge
without enjoyment, and some there are who judge while they enjoy and enjoy while

theey fadpre, GOETIE.

PEEFACE

For those who have competont advisers at hand who can tell them
“What to read 7 this listle book is net intended. Phey are fortunnte
persoms inan enviable pestion, more fortunae o inore envied than
they often know,  The making of these lists srose from the freguent
demands made upon wmysell and some of my foonds by Lo different
classes of persons. There were those with no advisers, who asked for
the names of some of 1he best books onothe subjects In which they
weore intercsted ; and there were those who were responsible for pro-
viding librarics of books for populac or geoeral nse Tu has heen
impossible to discharge the task satisfactorily, and I am not sure
whether the resuli in any way justifics the preat amount of Ialour that
has been civen to the work, or whether those whose needs we have
tricd o meet will not be disappeicted. Possibly only thase who make
the attempt know what the dificaltios of the fask really are. D
whether the result is bad cr good, T owe the best parts of the book to
my Oxford and Cambridge friends and others who bave so kindly
helped mig, and they are nos o blame if s general arrangement is
unsatisfactory, or if there are bad omissions and mistakes,

I hope that the Lock will be wseful to the Committees of the
smaller Free Librarics, to the Edeeational Depariments of Waorking
Men's Co-operazive and other Socicties, to some of those who are attend-
ing University Extension Lectures, 1o Home Reading Circles and 3utual
Improvement Socicties, and alse o o good many solated students
engaped inoefforts to educate themselves, Few people who have had
a gond edueation realise how greal are the difficultics of many whosc
opportunities have been narcowly Lnuted, whoe desire guidance, but
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wha are unable, in an age when books pour forth from the printing
presses inan unceasing torrent, to discriminate between the good, the
bad, and the indifferent,  Theee are still in many provincial towns and
many out of e way homes taose who cannot get at any good advisers,
who want to use libvaries or buy books intellgentiy, but know not how.
Except in London and @ very few luge towns, readers cannot get
suflicient help from booksellers, and too inany cireulating or puhlic
litearies ove inadequately (ireished with the hooks which are hest
adapted to the needs of studenes who desire to inform themselves upon
literary, scientific, historical, and cconomical subjects,  The expericnce
of University Lstension Lecourers and others has shown azain and
agam that time is disastrously wasted by those who read antiquared
and second mate books hecanse they know ne better,  Some read
antiquated books on scientifie and simitir subjects, when the newer
books would be far more vselon. Others whe read general literature
jomgr ac < ihe lawest booi ous” ard Leow lede of the stores of interest
and wisdom to he fourdd in the masterpieces of oldor writers.

I have some hope too that the book will be of special service in
Public Libraries to those mzny Ebrarians whe so industriously try to
it by degrecs the tasie of wwerr readets from the indifferent and
sceond-rate books 1o the good.  The grans for Free Library salares
given by winy of the munic:pal Sodies are oflen so small, and the amoynt
of mechanical duly therefere :o preat, that there &= Nitle opportunity
for librarians to help their readers o the cholee of books as wuch as
they would wish to do. Thel as o truer conceplion of municipal life
and duty grows among vg, the hetter recognition of such work iy be
cenlidently expected,

The pumber of subjects on which lists have been wiven is, when
compared with the ordinary library eatalogue, very limited, and the
principle on which the selection has been made is arbitary.  This was
ingvitable if the book was to be modermle in size and cheap,  The
case ol the ordinary reader or student of cevtain subjects of litera-
ture, history, att, sclerce, cconomics, philosophy, nas heen kept in
view, with some consideration for children and “the home” Larze
classes of hooks have inevitably been ruled out altogether.  There are
practically no technical hooks oo trades, professions, amusements,
spart. There are no theological books,  The list of works of fiction
is limited, and a great deal of what is called light literature of all sorts
is omitted, because it is just on this point that information is very casy
to obtain,  There are no foreign hooks unless translated {except in the
books for beginners in languages), and hardly any hooks which are out
of print, this last buing a rale which keeps out a grievously larze number
of lmportant works.

The question of advice as to the merit of different books is a
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difficult matter, and it way be sabd that there 35 very litle guidones i
a hook of this sort after all. 1 can only say that T have studied many
tists which profess (o describe hooks or to classify them according to
their merits, which exhauss and reneat all the epithets of praise, fint or
upmeasured, and those which mark with asterisks cortnin selected hooks,
I helieve little that 15 of practical value can be gzined by such muins,
inless comments are given az e greater length than would be possible
here, A fow words of sugpeslion or advice bave lieen given here and
there where it seemed advisable ar the Beginning of the lists. In
certmin cases the Books are classificd o lementary, Advanced, aml
Referenee books.  The price of a hook frequently gives some gaidance
as to its character.  Doyond this it i difficudl 1o go with any satisfactory
rsn s,

It iz no doubt the cose thal, notwichstanding all cforts te koo
ot bad o indiferent hooks, in some of the lisés—such, for instance, as
Bingraphy —it i5 not essy 1o cochale hooks of very moderale value,
Biog, on the whaole, a hiography of even moderate el s hetter than
none.  Laddors maust be lenle Tor ndscellaneous readers to lead them
on Lo the bigher angd betler books.  3r Frederie Harcison, in his wise
essay o the Cheice of Books, las uderes] many wholgsome warnings
mgadnst the Ceataract of printed stuff which honesl eompositors set
v Bar be could got withstaod the lanplation tn his younger days,
as bie tells us himsell  And however troe and sane his adviee may he,
the lesser hooks must conbinug fae ey o e the starting-points from
which a desirg for the greater bools will ardse. Uhas children’s hooks,
dmmestic economy  books, populpr Diegraphy and bistory, clementary
seience books, popular or indifferent books on socinl eeonomy, even
blue hooks, may Deeomae steppang-slones o something botier,

[ fear thal itis a very Sumble messure of assistanee which this
book will give to these who pecd advice and putdance, Tt 1 hope
that thoze who may use it will remzmber thal whalever devotion they
may give to scienee, politicnl coonomy, philosephy, or history, they
will always need the help which comes from o sty of the greal books
which will be found madinly under the head of Literature, with o few
additions feom the ober lists,  Unless they would be onesided men
and women, let them oot f20] 1o teen agaim and aenin to the grem
masterpieces of all time, to the books whicnh are strong, dignified,
inspiring, in which the wisdom and expericnee of many generations is
enshrined.

1t should be added that pene of those wha bave kindly given their
advice in the selection of hooks arc to Lwe regarded s solely responsible
for the lists as fmally printed. Severnl foends of acknowledged
authority have helped me, whose nones Tdo net feel at Bberty to give,
as for wapl of space and other reasons the lists bave had 1o e




