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PREFACE

Tue original purpose of this disgertatzon was to describe
the measures taken by Constantine and his successors in the
fomrth century to limit or destroy the pagan cults. On ex-
amining Constaniine’s relation te paganism, however, it
became evident that it was not enough to accept him simply
as the first Christian emperor; it was imperative to under-
stand something of lis persoual religions belief, and his
wotk for the Christion Churell, since both, it has Leen
claimed, - contributed to the general injury from which
paganism suffered during his reign. The stories of Con-
stantine’s conversion amd of hia edicts of toleration led the
anthor into a tangle of dispoted qoestions through which
she has sougiht to make a way that may easily be traversed
Iy anvone who cares to go over the stound again.

Since the object in dealing with these particular prob-
fems and Constantine's legislacon Tor the Christian Church
was merely to aid in the comprehersion of his general
policy, it has seemed advisable to omil discussion of the
cmperor's laws against heterodox Christianity, The ques-

as o demand separate treatiment.

The Hmitations of time, and the space regoired for the
discussion of Constantine’s policy of toleration. have, un-
fortunately, made it impossible to cowplete the original
scheme ol incorporating i this thesis all the results of the
author’s researches inte the legal position of paganism
throughout the fourth centery.  Sinee she could net here
treat the subzequent period 2o fully as zhe bhad the reign of
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6 PRIFEACE 204

Constantine, she was inclined o pulilish as a separate work
all her post-Constantine material.  Nevertheless, Constan-
tine’s legislation stands in sharper outline when compared
with that of hig successars.  Farthernore, 1o exclude the
later laws seemed to make the whole book more useful by
assembling together the entire mass of scattered anti-pagan
legislation, The author therefore decided to append to her
account of Toleration wder Coustantine the laws passed by
his successors as preserved in the Codes of Theodosius and
Justinian and to preface each group of laws with an outline
of the main political events of each reigin. The loss of
mity entailed by the scheme, will, it 1= hoped, be offset by
a greater usefulness o the student of the subject,

The author ts happy to have this opporinnity to express
her lasting obligation to Proiessor fames Harvey Robin-
son, under whom a large part of her graduate work was
done, She is grateiul to Professor Munroe Smith for his
kindness in reading her manuscript and offering valuable
criticisms.  She also owes much to Doctor Lowse Ropes
Loomis for translation of Greek texts and advice in ren-
dering the laws, Most deeply iz she ndebted to Professor
James Thompson Shotwell, at whose suggestion this en-
terprise was begun and upon whom bas fallen the burden
of supervising its completion.

M. A H

Bapxann ColleEcE, Mav 1, 104
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