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‘A BERIOUS CALL
™

DEVOUT AND HOLY LIFE.

" CHAP. I

CONCERNING THE RATURE AND EXTENT OF CHRISTIAN
DEVITION.

DevoTion is neither private nor public prayer; but prayers,
whether private or public, are particolar parts or instances
gdawﬁon. Devotion signifies & life given, or devoted to
od.

He therefore is the devout man, who lives no longer to
his own will, or the way and spirit of the world, but to the
sole will of God ; who considers God in every thing, whe
serves (Fod in every thing, who malkes all the parts of
hie common life parts of piety, by doing every thing in
the name of God, and under such rules as are gonformahle
to his glory.

We readily acknowledge, that God alone is te be the rule
and measure of oor prayers; that in them we are to look
wholly unto him, and act whaolly for him ; that we are only
mpm:,rmmah;mmnmfauuch things, and-such ends
are suitable to his glory.

Now let any one but find out the reason why he is to
thus strictly pious in his prayers, and he will find the
as strong & reason to be as strictly pious in all the other
parts of his life, For there iz not the lemst shadow of a
reason why we should make God the rule and measure of
our prayers; why we should then look wholly unto him, and
pray according to hie will ; but what equally proves it neces-
sary for us to loak wholly unto God and him the rula
and measure of all the other actions of our life. For any
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ways of ]I.f-t, any employment of our talents, whether of our
parts, our time, or money, that is not nnmly according to
the will of God, that is not for such ends as are suitable to
his glory, are as great absurdities and failings, as prayers that
are not according to the will of God. For there is no other
reason why our prayers should be according to the will of
God, why they should have nothing in them but what is
wise, and holy, and heavenly, there is no other remson for
this, but that our lives may be of the same nature, full of
the same wisdom, holiness, and heavenly tempers, that we
may live unto 3od in the same spirit that we pray unto
him. Were it not our strict duty to live by reason, to de-
vole all the actions of our lives to God, were it not abso-
lutely necessary to walk before him in wisdom and holiness
and all heavenly conversation, doing every thing in his
name, and for his glory, there would be no excellency or
wisdom in the most heavenly prayers. Nay, such prayers
wonld be absurdities ; they would be like prayers for wings,
when it was n Gmg:.ﬂfwrduty to flv.

Aus sure th as there i3 any wisdom in praying for
the spirit of Grod, so sure is it, 'I:.ha.l. we are {o make that
spirit the rule of all our actions ; as sure as it is our duty to
losk whally amto God in our prayers, so sure is it, that it is
our duty to live wholly wnto in our lives. But we ean
ne more be gaid to Hve unto God, unless we live unto him
m all the ordi sctions of eur life, unless he be the role
and measure of all our ways, than we can be said to pmy
unte (Fod, unless our yers look wholly unto him. So
that unreasonable and i:uﬂ ways of life, whether in Jubour
or diversion, whether they consume our time or our money,
sre like unreasonable and abeurd prayers, and are as truly an
oifence unio Glod,

It is for want of knowing, or at least considering this, that
we see such a mixture of ridicule in the lives of many
people, You see them atrict as to some times and places of
devotion, but when the service of the church is over, they
sro but like those that seldom or never come there. In thesr
way of lifs, their manner of spending their time and money,
in their cares and fears, in their pleasures and indulgenoces,
in their labour and diversions, they are like the rest of the
world, 'This makez the loose part of the world generally
mike a jest of those that sre deveut, because they see their
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devotion goes mo farther than their prayers, and that when
they are over, they live no more unto (ed, till the time of
gcmymr returna again ; but live by the same hwmour and
ancy, and in as full an enjoyment of all the follies of life as
other people. This i the reazon why they are the jest and
soorn of earelens and wnrd}z peaple ; not because they are
really devoled to God, but they appear to have no
other devolion, bat that of cocasional prayers.

Julius is very fearful of missing prayers ; all the parish
supposes Juliug to be sick, if he i3 wot st church. Bot if
you. were to ask him why he spends the rest of his time by
humour and chance ¥ why he is & corapanion of the silliest
people in their most silly plessures T why he is ready for
every imperiinent entertainment and diversion? I you
were to ask him why there is no amusemont too trifling to
please him 1 why he is busy at all balls and assemblies 1
why he gives himaelf up to an idla gossiping conversation 7
why be livea in feolish friendships and fondness for particulsr
porsons, that neither want nor deserve any particular kind-
ness | why he allows himself in foolish hatreds and resent-
ments against particulsr persons, without considering that
he is to love every body as himsalf 7 If you ask him why
he never puts his conversation, his time, and fortuce under
the rules of religion, Joliug has no more to say for himaelf,
than the most disorderly person, For the whole tenor of
Beripture lies as directly against such a life, as against de-
bauchery and intemperance : ho that lives in such a course
of idleness and folly, lives no more according to the re-
ligion of Jesus Christ, than he that lives in gluttony and
intam .

If & man was to tell Julius that there was no occasien for
%0 much constancy at prayers, and thal he might, without
any harm to himself, neglect the service of the church, as
thﬂ!uarahi;.rnfpmphda, Julivs weuold think such an one
to be no chrstisn, and that he ought to avoid his company.
But if a person only tells him that he may live as the
generality of the world does, thet he may enjoy bimaslf as
others do, that he may spend his time and money as peo
of faahion do, that he may conform to the follies and Frailties
of the gmluhf.y, snd gratify his tempers and pessions
as most people do, Julius never suspects that man to
want & christian spirit, or that he is doing the devil's work,



