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A

CATECHISM,
&

ON SET FORMS OF PRAYER IN GENERAT.

I. Wnr doea tha Choreh of England uee s preconposed, or sof
form of prayer, ie the poblic worship of Almighty Goed }

In thie the Chureh fullows the exemple of the Jews, cor Saviour,
his Apostles, and the wniversal Chunch of Christ.

2, On what authmiti do you agsset that the Jews osed set fotns
of lprag;'ar in their i %:rmm

Bial Iiall, in him oo 1 'Tim, ii, 1, %, saye, Al the
learned koow that the ancient Chuech of the Jews tefora Christ had
et forme of prayer, which thoy used i the Temple and eynagogues,
v tlee Jows do at b day.'”

3. Have you sny other anthorliy

Uean Comber says, ™ For tha sainta in the 014 Testament prayed
by forms, and e did Cluries in the New, and He tsught hia dissiplea
u oct form to pray by." And he instmnces the set form wherewith
Adren was to blees I-Ea childven of Iepnzl: “ Speak onte Anroi and
unto Lig sons, saying, Cu this wiee ve ahall bless the children of
lerael, aaying vnto them, The Lord bisss thes, and keep thes : the
Lord mnﬂa in face shine upon chea, and ba gracious unto thee:
the Lord iiff ap his countensoce upon thee, and give thee pesee”
{Naotw. vi. Z3—20.)

4, What doey Wheatley, In his Ellogtration of the Dook of Cam-
mon Prayer, say upon thia subject

¥ Tnnumerable proofs might be hrunght, both anelent and modern,
that the Jows did always worship God by precompored ast forme.”
And Dr. Lightivot ned ooly asserts that they worebipped God by
stated forme, byt nles sat down both tho order and method of their
bymns and supplications.

5. What may we conelnde was the costoma of Jemos Christ npom
thia point

B



2 0N AET FORMAE OF TRAYEER.

That as He slways confimned in sommunion with the Jewiak
Chursh, and attended their worship, Ho waa accustomed to nae their
form of prayer.

6. What was the praction of the Apoafles }

It waa deobtless the swme tilf Christ's assenglon § and it is plain,
that after hiz departors from them, tba:' continned to use both set
forme and honrs of prayer. (Acte i 245, 24 il I iv. 24 xil 12
xx. 36.)

7. What was the eustom of thoee Chunches which vxisted nearest
tha timea of the holy Apoatlas, and whish are ealled the primitive
Churches !

‘Wa have every renson 4o believs that the primitive Chorchas usad
wet forme of prayer, from the Lituvpice meeribed to St. Peter, St
Mark, and St. James, which, though corrupked by Iater ages, ara
doabidlass of great antiquity.

#. Haa it not been thought thet there wae in the Apostles’ time
ana originel Liturgy, from wldch the wthers were comepilad 1

Yeo; but we have we pogitive proof of fhis, Most of the sncient
Lirurgies have, however, 5ema parts Common 6 &lf ; gnd it apprars
t ore probable, that there might bave been cne common moedel.
Bomo of these Liturgics cho 1 treeed to the primitive agea.

8. Has it not Been the coatermn simea thase tlitos bo wse s sat form
of er

ert!;inlr t for tha grastest enemies of & preco aet forin of
prayer do moknowledge that in the feurth and centuries, sod
ever after, till tha Refortnation, the joint wan of them was penepal
over the whole Chtistisn sl

10, Are we nod justified, from these exsmples, in uwsing & st
form nfpcra.}'ar'!

Certainly : the exampla of the Jews, onr Bavioor, his Apogtles,
and the Toivagssl Church of Chidst, s amply sofficient sothority of
QT HUALHTL

hll- Why ie & sat form better ndapted to thatﬂsa of a congregetion
than extempors r, Or oken withont pre Hon, and
withous book 1 praye FTaFeT Ap Prepazakion,

A gat form of prayer prevents any extrevagant addraeses or irre-
verence in the seleton worship of God, s taldle to the bema rifted
minigter, that ha may have a mannal of devotlon always ready for
his e in leading the congragation, and in adminiatering the holy
Sacraments, and ritas of the Chmroh; and for the gifted minigter,
Jest hiw preyer be tnrned into vanity. It prevonts the introduction
of fale dostrine into thie past of poblic worship, and is necessary for
thig end ; wiz,, that all the members of the Chureh way koow the
eondition of poblic ccmmumion, end understand beforeband what
prayars ﬂ:-ui ara to join in, which they cannot do without » sot and
preseribed of prayer.



ON THE BOOK OF COMMOX PRAYER.

1. WAt sutherity have we for nelng onr prescot Bock of Comman
Frayer in the public sarvios of the Churahb 1

It wan agread upom by the Bishops and Cl in Comvoention, and
sfterwards conformed by the two IToumem of liament, It hes,
therefore, the moction atd suthority, both of the seclesiasiieal and
¢ivil powara, of Chureh and State.

2. Ia the Book of Commen Prayar now wied in the Choreh of
England a tramalation of the Latio Litorgy used by the Roman
Catholies befors the Reformstion 1

No: ihat was 2 collactivn of prayers partly made np of Bome
aveient formes ueed m tho prinvitivi: Churels, partly of others accommo-
dated 1o the woperstidons whish had ovept inte the Cliurch of Rome;
and as thews were mived with addresses o fhe saint, adoration
of the host, &¢,  great part of the worahip was i iteelf idolstrous
nod profane.

3. Did the Heformors then inbrudoee & new form of worship into
the Chuseh 1

Mo : their design waa to correst and amend the old, amd
to purge ik from thosa corrnptinas which had greadeally
ercpt into it, and ¢o m:l:ltfar thoe mervice mora agreeable to the
Bevipturen, #aod to the dockine and prectice of the primitive
Chnech,

4. In what languags was the form of Common Prayer ngad by the
Romen Catholics befors the Heformsdion

In the Latin tongue; so that the oolearned coold aot join in ik,
ngr pray with the hoart and understanding.

5. Whet does the 24th Articks sy upsts thie pafut 3

It ig ® (hing plainly repegnant o the word of God, and the
custom of the primitive Chureh, te Lave publio prayer in the choreh,
or to minister the Sscraments in & tongue not erstanded of the
people”

0, What was fiewt done towards reforming the Prayer Book i

The Coovoestien appoinked B ooinmities in 1537, to compose m
book amalled ™ Tha Godly and Pious Institation of & Christinn Men,”
pontaining & declarmtion of the Lord's Prayer, the Ave Maria, the
Creed, the Ten Commandments, and the holy Sacraments ; and this
was sguin altered and corrected

7. What forther alterntion was accomplished in the veign of King
Henry the Eiglth ¢t

A Committes of Bahops and Divines wps appod to reform the
Ritunls and Offices of tha Choreh, in 1540,  Afrerwards the pra
snd other parts were put inte Epglish, and in 1546, * The f;s"l
Primer™ eame farth, contsining, amongst other thingm, the 's
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