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PREFACE.

I know full well that thiz work comes far ghort of being a coni-
plete cenealorical history. Only those who have undertaleen a like
labor, can know of its difliculties and disappointments.

The almost entire lack, thronghout the conntry, of any eomplete
gystewn for the preservation of vital statistics, the want of knowledge,
on Lhe part of most men, of theie family bistory, or of interest therein,
are each imporiant factors In accounting for these difficulties

At the outzet T boped and believed [ wounld be able to make a
fairly complote recond of all the Rexfords in the United Btates and
m Canada

I Believe now, I might ave succeedad, if T bad found a few more
interested ones to ail me.  Bome have given me valunble assistance.

I compfort myself with the thought, that my labor bas gathered for
presarvation, moch history of the family that wouald have been loat
with the lapse of o few vears,

Many orrors, or supposed errors, will be found in these pages;
especially in dates The opportunity, nol to say neeessity, for such
erpors, s great. [ have found fanily records and town recorda differ-
ing in dates of births, marriages and deaths. T have ofien found
members of a family at variance on dates respecting themselves, anid
that sometimes the family record does not agree with dates given on
tombstones.  The baptism of an infaut, as eulerad on the books of the
First Congregational Society of New TTaven, by the officiating elergy-
man ante-dates the register of bLirth on the tewn books by thirteen
days, In such eéasez [ have taken the dute that seemed to me, after
careful examination, most Likely 1o be the correct one.

I would be glad to give more of personal histery than [ have done.
It may be poticed that, of iy grandtfather (3) Daniel and his brothers
{3) William and {3} Joel and their deseclants, 1 have oftener related
wiatter of personal concern, I have one so for the simple reason
that those incidents were known to me or were of easy attainiment,

[ invite correstion of errors and solicit adiditional inforination for
use in a subsequent edition if one ia pullished. '

For contents see the Jnst page.

J. Do REXFORD.






Arthur Rexford and His Children.

1 ARTHUR REXFORD and ELIZABETH STEVENS were m.
at New Haven, Ct., September 3d, 1702, by John Alling, Justice.
He is mentioned several times in Colonisl Records, the earliest
date being 1702. The same records speak of him as Master of
Sloop Rose as late as 1712, He died in New Haven, Febroary
Ist, 1728, A copy of his will is in the oflice of the Probate Court
at New Haven It bears date the day of his death. It directs his
executors to digpose of his estate in England.
Vital Statistics reconls of New Haven show birth of his children
as follows:

2 ARTHUR, b. July 13, 174,
2 SARAH, b. Sept. 6, 1705. = 77
2 PHILLIP, b June 19, 1705,
2 DANIEL, b. May 27, 1711,

There is no record of the Lirth of other childven.  Marringe statistics
show that o danghter —

g MARY, m. Nebamiah Hotchlkiss Nov, 8, 1739, and -
-2 BLIZABETH. . Amos Sharman. Febe b1 1744,



2 Arthur Rexford 2nd s Descendants,

——

2 ARTHUR 4 (1) Arthur, b, 5 Now aven, Ct., July 13, 1703 The
Vital Statisties Records f Wallingfon, Gty show (e following:

b SAMUREL, s or Arthur sl Jemiuig Rexford, |5, Mareh 21, 1728,
8 ARTHUR, &, of Arthur ayg Jenmima Rexfor, |y, May 4, 1720,

4 JOSEPH, s or Artluir an) Jenimg Rexford, |y, June 11, 1732,
3 JOHN, . of Arthue an] ey Rexford, 1, June 1, 1794

3 DANIEL, «, of Artivar an, Tewima Rey ford, b, O, 27, 1736
3 HENJAMIN, So0f Arthaee ap] Jeinin Rexford, 1. June 1, 1789,

3 ABIGALL, day. Arthier an Jemimg Rexfonl, |, Ang. 20, 1741,
*JEMIMA, dau, Arthur g Jemineg Rextord, b, Jan. 2 1747

Wallingfond, frog, its settlement 1670, included Meriden az g,
O its parishes Uelil 180G, ‘Che liistory of Meriden entions
Arthur Rexfor) being a wiem ler of o COmpany organized iy 1737
I prosecute o mining BLlerprise iy sail parish.  The Eany
was called the “Golden Paglog, Mining Copany.,” E'.'J'Lls:ﬂth,r
the projectors uf this Cterprise knew ghe value of gy, altractive
e, 1 haljeyve (2) Arthur ang his sons, sp long ag any of them
Fiined jy ‘-‘b'ulfingli.mi_. Hived withiy ghe bounds of ],e present
Meriden. [ yen been told thepe 8 4 fary iy Meriden w.julh il a
Linie not VY retiote was el the Rexford larin, [y 175F he
mived  fropg ‘.'s-'a”[u,-;ﬁml to Sharon, O, Sedewick's histury of
Hl]-‘lﬂlll:\';t_}'ti.' “Arthur Rexford Trved iy Elsworth an had fonr
fous, Arthar, Tozeph, Daniel and Benjajy, » From this it is
Presuied that ouly these of | I8 Suns went with him to Slaron or
the liistorian may have kyown of his sons only from the record of
his wil. Ellswortl, was i, the township of Sharor. His will,
il duly 24 17l sives i sous, Arthur, Joseph, Danid Al
Bewjaming, g Ly Dis wike, D, He il iy Sharon, Marals

.
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DESCENDANTS OF (2) ARTHUR REXFORD.

15, 1781,  Hig wife, Jemima, died Nov. 19, 1770, “in the 70th
year of her age.”

3 SAMUEL, & () ﬂ.Ethur, b, March 21, 1728, in Wallingford, Ct. All

that T have learncd regarding him is, that 1o 1749 Lhe receivid
lamd by deed in Wallingford, and that in 1757 he conveyed Jand
it the same township, On Sept. 8 1750, Samoel Rexford and
wife upited with the Congregational chureh of Meriden Parish,
township of Wallingford. There was at this date po other SBam-
uel Rexfonl of warriageabli are.

3 ARTHUR, = (2) Arthur, b, in Wallivetord, Ct., May 4, 1730. He

-

received land by deed i Farmington, Cr, Feh. 18, 1757, and cons
veyod April 28, 1762 and April 23, 1766 He s deseribed as * of
Farmington,”  Apal 7, 1766, Arvthar of Sharon deeds to his son,
Arthor of Farnnington, the consideration being love and affec-
tion.” He dind in Bharon, Feb. 25, 1797, His will, dated Aug.
28, 1792, and probated inSharon, Maveh 24, 1797, mentions wife
Anna, davghters Pradence B, Page and Ao, and grandson Eliho
Finney. He had a daoshter Dioah, His tombstone standa in
Ellsworth, districe of Sharon.  This public record concerning him

12 founnd ;
“Eranon, 1Y June, 1T

These may certify whom 1o wny coneern, that Arthor Rexford hal

Yo eaneer ent oot of bis left ear the day aond date above written,
Py, SimeoN SMiTe.”

Sueh records were iade in those days, when sars were slit by law in

punizhunent of certain offonaes, fur protection of reputation sgainst
suspicion of critue committed

3 JOsSEPIHL, s (2) Arthine, b in Wallingford Jooe 11, 1732
I bivve learied but Tittle of hio, nor bave 1T any direct line of s

descendants. He weat with or followed his father o Shoaron,
Land records in Sharon show purchases by Joseph o 17600 and
1761, and several deeds of ennveyance to and sale by Joseph are
recorded in the years LT to 1510, A Jeseph of Sharow, doubt-
less w son or nephew of (B3 Joseph, moved to Austerlits, Colmnbia
County, N. Y., in 1786, His descendunts say he had brothers—
Samuel, Kdward, Lywan aod Willim. A Josephh Rexford,
deseribed as * Yeoman of Manor of Bengselporwyck,” took a lease
of land from Btephen Yan Benssalace Sept. 8, 1720, I think it



5 PESCENDARTS 0F (2] ARTHUR REXFORD,

probable that he was the same Josepli. The Austerlitz Joseph
fnelly settled fn the town of Otsego, Otsego Co., N. Y., and con-
veyed land there as early as in 1808, His will, daged Dreg. 25,
1806, deseribes him as * of town and connty of Otsero,” aml was
probated in saul county Sept. 13, 1315, L gives to Abigail, his
wife; to hiz danghters, Elizabeth Weleh and Lydia Converse, and
o his gons, Ension, Joseph, John and Jesse. There was a =zon
Jared,  Ension and Jared died in Owego Co., and some of their
descendants are still there,

JOHN 5. REXFORD, Physician, tool laud by deel in the town
amd county of Otzego July 1st, 1500, and on Aug. 15, 1800, he
conveved. He is ealled John 8 in deed but signed John Rex-
ford. Tt iz presumed he was John, gon of Joseph, who {John)
is said to have settled in Chenango Forks, now Binghamton, N. Y.

JESBE lived at one time in Otsego Go  Tater he lived in Columbus,
Chepango Co, N. Y., where he died., His will, dated Nov. 19,
1816, was probated in Chenango Co. Nov. 23, 1818. It gives
to his children, named in order as follows: dau. Hetsey Goold:
gons Jabin and Leonard 8.5 dans Anna, Polly, Lydia, Sarh, and
the residue to his wife Lydia. Otsego Co reconls show that the
Goolds (g0 spelled in will, but Gounld in said records) lived in
Dtzero Co

JABIN, b, July 6, 1794, m. Sally Bansowm, of Muldlefield, Otzepo Co.,
July 25, 1814; . in Mohawk, Herkimer Co,, ¥. Y., June 13,
1876, and some of hiz descendants now live in that vicinity.
His son,

LEONARD SUTHERLAND, h. in Otsego Co. Nov. 2, 1516; m.
Nancy Hawn, of Mindenville, W. Y., Aug, 12, 1847; . in Pekin,
IlL., Feb, 7, 1879, His widow and his dao. Tda lived in Chicago
in Jan., 1890,

LEONARD SUTHERLAND, s. Jesse; b. in Chathauy, Columbia Co.,
N. Y., Jan. 18, 179%; m. Lois Ruamrill, of i oAt
Kinderhook, N, Y., Aug. 11, 1871, From about the age of 21 to
40 he was a minister of the Christian Church.  Afterwards was
in wateh and jeweley trade.  Children living in 1533,

HENRIETTA EMILY, who w. D..J. Dean, and was living in Adams,
Mass., in 1883,




