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PREFAQCE.

i Tl ————

Tre Golden Legend was first published in 1851.
The title was derived from the epithet given to Yora-
gine's Legends of the Saints, * Aurea Legenda,” which
was said by its admirers to exceed all other books, as
gold passeth in value all other metals. So the story
upon which this poem is founded * scoms to me,” says
Longfellow, in his original mote, *to surpass all other
legends in beauty and significance. It exhibits amid the
corruptions of the Middle Ages, the virtne of disinter-
estedness and self-zacrifice, and the power of Faith,
Hope, and Charity, sfficient for all the exigencies of
life and desth,™

The story was first told by a Minnesinger of the twelfth
century, Hartmann von Aue, in the poem entitled Der
Arme Heinrich, The hero, & man of wealth and moble

B birth, is suddenly stricken with leprosy, which be is told

Emuﬂrmmﬂwmﬂmﬁmmeﬂnmﬁﬂm
ec who may be willing to die for him. This maiden is

=
=

found in the family of one of “ Poor Henry's" tenants,
who receives him after the world has cast him off. Her
offer to die for her lord is accepted, and they travel to-



iv PREFACE,

gether to Salerno, where the sacrifice is to be made. But
at the Iast moment Henry refuses to mecept life at this
price, is miracolounsly eured, and returns home with the
pessant girl, whom he makes his wife.

The Folden Legend forma the second part of Long-
fellow's Trilogy of Christus, of which The Divine Trag-
edy, or Life of Christ, is the first part, and The New Eng-
land Tragedies, a picture of modern Christianity, the
third, The notes to the present edition of The Gulden
Legend are intended to offer the general reader snfficient
explanation of whatever may be obecure in the allusions
to a time but little understood ; while they will enable the
student to pursme his investigation into the details of
medizval life presented in literary, artisiie, and histor-
ical suthoritics within easy reach. He will at the same
time be struck by the fidelity of the picture which the
poet here draws, not merely of the eentury of the great
awakening, the thirtesnth, but of that entire transitional
period which the French, more aceurate than ourselves,
call ls moyen dge —the Middle Age, 5. A. B

Boarod, July, 1888,
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PROLOGUE.

- THE SPIRE OF STRASEURG CATHEDRATL.

Night dnd Storm. Lucoras,® with the Powsrs of the Air} trying
fo tear down the Croas.

Luctrer. Hasten! hasten !
O ye spirita !
From its station drag the ponderous
Cross of 1ron, that to mock ns
¥ Is uplifted high in air!

Vomces. 0, wo cannot !
For around it

All the Saints and Guardian Angels

* Fyeifer. The Light-beszar, appliad by the anclants %0 Vemms when mern-
leg-siar. As the Chaldeans studied the stars, snd claimed to bo undér thels
spectal protection, the neme was given by Dmish (ziv, 13} to Nebochednessar
I his pride and sobseqment fall. Bimlar words of Christ (5. Tuabe z. 18), I
babadd Batan a8 Hghtning fall from heaven,™ cansed Gt Jerome and cther
enrly Fathers to give the naene Lociter to Batan. (v p 068.) Por the medis-
val emoeption of the Evil Splrit, v Mliman's Lot Chris, Bl xiv. cbh 2

t FPowers of ihe Adr. The des that the alr is filed with spivitual belngs, geod
and #vil, the pagion hedtest (e sarth balng the aode of the lattar (p. Epk. L
2 and vi. 12}, was dicivesd frims rabbinical sources, snd wes otmmim bo the
‘Bresks and Bomans, Connected with this wos the prevalent mobion thek evil
wpirita hawa the powsr of raising storme end peoducing pestilancos. (e, King
ofefn, IH.2.) The croes, then, seemms b0 mock She ovil splriftn Inte whoss cle-
mamt it is radeed,

B Guardion Angely. The belld In the ponardianship of men by sngels waa
peoeral in the Middis Ages. (v Astosy and Cleopatis, L 3; Julfus Cosar,
BE 2} Thus Lother saye : “Wa sbould bea in despalr i we smw for how
many angels ooa davil makes work todo.” The guardisn sngel sccompa-
oied the soul tobeaven. (v Hombsf, v. 2, aond Ldelis Ldving Ags, No. 1080, 1.}
Doga howl st the approsal of death becsiss they can ses the gusrdice angel
rendy Lo boar sway the soul of the departed. (v p. 99, note.) The Churek
provnd the existanos of tubelar splrits by defe =i, 15



